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Editor’s Preface

The fifth edition of the Oxford Dictionary of Proverbs represents the latest stage in Oxford
University Press’s coverage of proverbs and reflects the changes that have taken place in the
quarter-century since the Concise Oxford Dictionary of Proverbs first appeared. The Concise
itself grew out of the monumental Oxford Dictionary of English Proverbs, first published in
1935 and substantially revised by F. P. Wilson in 1970. A massive work of historical
scholarship, the Oxford Dictionary of English Proverbs cast its net over the corpus of English
literature and brought together a rich haul of metaphor, idiom, and proverb from all stages of
the language. From the outset, however, the Concise was intended to fulfil a different need
from the larger volume, in its focus on contemporary usage and on what the late twentieth-
century English-speaker regarded as a proverb—as John Simpson explains in his Introduction.
It is this conception that underlies the present dictionary.

Research for the Oxford Dictionary of Proverbs has shown that the proverb in Britain and
North America is as vital and varied as ever. The resources of the Internet play an increasing
role, not least in providing evidence for the continued currency of an appreciable number of
older proverbs for which previous editions had offered no citations dating later than the
nineteenth century. Over forty additional proverbs have been included in this edition, many of
them from African, Middle Eastern, and Far Eastern traditions. Some of these are apparently
modern coinages; others have venerable roots but have recently been revived.

For this edition some citations of older proverbs have been deleted, but material showing
different forms of the proverb has been retained. Some proverbs settle quickly to a standard
form; others seem to be more susceptible of variation, and by citing variants it is possible to
trace their evolution. The notes on the individual proverbs draw attention to such points of
interest.

Proverb usage once again shows itself an index of linguistic and social change. Whereas
many older proverbs use ‘man’ for the human subject, modern users often attempt to avoid
such non-inclusive language, preferring ‘someone’ or ‘a person’. While examples of up-to-
date usage have been found for nearly four hundred of the proverbs in this book, it seems clear
that other proverbs are starting to undergo obsolescence by reason of social change.
Expressions of the received wisdom of a patriarchal agrarian society that organized itself
according to the rhythms of the seasons and the Church’s calendar become antiquarian
oddities in a modern environment. Thus a woman, a dog, and a walnut tree, the more you beat
them the better they be offends a slew of twenty-first-century sensibilities, while Candlemas
day, put beans in the clay has little to say to an urban secular society.
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On the other hand, recent pithy expressions of universal predicaments (when all you have is
a hammer, everything looks like a nail) or general truths (justice delayed is justice denied)
demonstrate a good proverb’s ability to circulate, thrive, and evolve in a variety of contexts.
Cartoonists and humorists can assume the easy familiarity of their audience with proverbs, as
is shown by recent examples of the opera isn’t over till the fat lady sings and two heads are
better than one. Although proverbs may be used as clichés by the linguistically lazy, very
frequently they are used in contexts that show the user’s often sophisticated awareness of their
resonance.

Over the years many people have been kind enough to demonstrate their interest in this
work by drawing my attention to proverbs or discussing them with me. Others, notably
William F. Deeck, have provided invaluable citations. I thank them all for their involvement
and encouragement.

Jennifer Speake
Oxford
December 2007
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Abbreviations used in the dictionary
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Aug.
AV

BCP

cent.
cf.
COD
Dec.
Dict.
Du.
ed.
EETS
esp.
et al.
Feb.

ante (before)

April
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Authorized Version (of the Bible), 1611
Book of Common Prayer
circa (about)

century

confer (compare)
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December
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Dutch
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Early English Text Society
especially

et alii (and others)
February
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history (of), historical
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Italian
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modern
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Introduction

The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Proverbs provides a general history of proverbs in
common use in Britain in the last two hundred years. Some of the proverbs have been in use
throughout the English-speaking world for many years; others (especially Scottish proverbs)
have spread from regional use to attain general currency in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Proverbs which originated in the United States and in other countries outside the
British Isles, such as If you don’t like the heat, get out of the kitchen or The apple never falls
far from the tree, are included if they are now current in Britain, or if they are particularly
prevalent in their region of origin.

A proverb is a traditional saying which offers advice or presents a moral in a short and pithy
manner. Paradoxically, many phrases which are called ‘proverbial’ are not proverbs as we now
understand the term. We might for instance refer to ‘the proverbial fly on the wall’ or say that
something is ‘as dead as the proverbial dodo’, although neither of these phrases alludes to a
proverb. The confusion dates from before the eighteenth century, when the term ‘proverb’ also
covered metaphorical phrases, similes, and descriptive epithets, and was used far more loosely
than it is today. Nowadays we would normally expect a proverb to be cast in the form of a
sentence.

Proverbs fall readily into three main categories. Those of the first type take the form of
abstract statements expressing general truths, such as Absence makes the heart grow fonder
and Nature abhors a vacuum. Proverbs of the second type, which include many of the more
colourful examples, use specific observations from everyday experience to make a point
which is general; for instance, You can take a horse to water, but you can’t make him drink and
Don’t put all your eggs in one basket. The third type of proverb comprises sayings from
particular areas of traditional wisdom and folklore. In this category are found, for example,
the health proverbs After dinner rest a while, after supper walk a mile and Feed a cold and
starve a fever. These are frequently classical maxims rendered into the vernacular. In addition,
there are traditional country proverbs which relate to husbandry, the seasons, and the weather,
such as Red sky at night, shepherd’s delight; red sky in the morning, shepherd’s warning and
When the wind is in the east, ‘tis neither good for man nor beast.

Several of the more common metaphorical phrases are included in the dictionary if they are
also encountered in the form of a proverb. The phrases to cut off your nose to spite your face
and to throw the baby out with the bathwater, for example, would not ordinarily qualify for
inclusion, but have been admitted because they are often found in proverb form—Don’t cut off
your nose to spite your face and Don’t throw the baby out with the bathwater. Other
metaphorical phrases (to win one’s spurs, to throw in the towel, etc.), similes (as red as a rose,

www.rajteachers.com



as dull as ditchwater), and aphoristic quotations (Power grows out of the barrel of a gun) are
not included. Nevertheless, proverbs which originated in English as quotations, such as Hope
springs eternal or Fools rush in where angels fear to tread, are included when the origins of
the quotations are no longer popularly remembered.

It is sometimes said that the proverb is going out of fashion, or that it has degenerated into
the cliché. Such views overlook the fact that while the role of the proverb in English literature
has changed, its popular currency has remained constant. In medieval times, and even as late
as the seventeenth century, proverbs often had the status of universal truths and were used to
confirm or refute an argument. Lengthy lists of proverbs were compiled to assist the scholar in
debate; and many sayings from Latin, Greek, and the continental languages were drafted into
English for this purpose. By the eighteenth century, however, the popularity of the proverb had
declined in the work of educated writers, who began to ridicule it as a vehicle for trite,
conventional wisdom. In Richardson’s Clarissa Harlowe (1748), the hero, Robert Lovelace, is
congratulated on his approaching marriage and advised to mend his foolish ways. His uncle
writes: ‘It is a long lane that has no turning.—Do not despise me for my proverbs.” Swift, in
the introduction to his Polite Conversation (1738), remarks: ‘The Reader must learn by all
means to distinguish between Proverbs, and those polite Speeches which beautify
Conversation: . . As to the former, I utterly reject them out of all ingenious Discourse.’ It is
easy to see how proverbs came into disrepute. Seemingly contradictory proverbs can be
paired—7Too many cooks spoil the broth with Many hands make light work; Absence makes the
heart grow fonder with its opposite Out of sight, out of mind. Proverbs could thus become an
easy butt for satire in learned circles, and are still sometimes frowned upon by the polished
stylist. The proverb has none the less retained its popularity as a homely commentary on life
and as a reminder that the wisdom of our ancestors may still be useful to us today. This shift is
reflected in the quotations which accompany the entries in the dictionary: recent quotations
are often taken from the works of minor writers, or from newspapers and magazines, while
earlier quotations are more frequently from the works of major writers.

It is a reflection of the proverb’s vitality that new ones are continually being created as
older ones fall into disuse. Surprisingly, A trouble shared is a trouble halved is not recorded
before the twentieth century, and A change is as good as a rest apparently dates only from the
last decade of the nineteenth; the popular saying A watched pot never boils first occurs as late
as 1848. The computer world has recently given us a potential classic, Garbage in, garbage
out, and economics has supplied us with There’s no such thing as a free lunch. Proverbs
continue—as the early collectors never tired of stating—to provide the sauce to relish the
meat of ordinary speech.

Proverb dictionaries differ in their manner of ordering material. There are a number of
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choices open to the compiler. One method favoured in early dictionaries was a straight
alphabetical sequence, starting with all proverbs beginning with the word a, such as A bird in
the hand is worth two in the bush and A stern chase is a long chase, and continuing in this
rigid style until z. The problems caused by this system are manifold, the most apparent being
the grouping of large numbers of unrelated proverbs under a few words such as a, every, one,
and the, forcing the user to engage on a long search for the proverb of his choice. Another
option is thematic presentation, whereby proverbs relating to cats, dogs, the Devil, Pride, etc.,
are each placed together. Despite the many advantages of this method, confusion can occur
when there is no clear subject, as when a proverb falls under two or more thematic headings.

The manner of arrangement chosen here is that favoured by most major proverb collections
of recent years, such as M. P. Tilley’s Dictionary of the Proverbs in England in the Sixteenth
and Seventeenth Centuries (1950) and B. J. Whiting’s Early American Proverbs and
Proverbial Phrases (1977). This method combines the advantages of alphabetical and
thematic presentation by listing proverbs by the first significant word; thus All cats are grey in
the dark may be found at cats, You cannot put an old head on young shoulders at old, while
Every picture tells a story occurs at picture. Furthermore, a generous selection of cross-
references is given in the text to assist the reader in cases of difficulty. The first of the three
examples above, for example, is crossreferenced at grey and dark, the second at head, young,
and shoulder, and the third at every, tell, and story. Variant forms are always noted at the main
form when they are important enough to merit inclusion.

Illustrative quotations of proverbs are a major feature of the dictionary, as in ODEP.
Accordingly, the earliest known example of each proverb’s occurrence in literature is always
given as the first quotation. Many of the proverbs were probably in common oral use before
being recorded in print, but this dictionary clearly must rely upon the evidence of the printed
word. When a proverb is known to have existed in another language before its emergence in
English, this is indicated in the headnote preceding the quotations. For instance, although
There’s many a slip ‘twixt cup and lip is first recorded in English in 1539, its parent form is
found in both Greek and Latin, and this information is provided before the sixteenth-century
English citation. Similarly, Nothing succeeds like success, first noted in English in 1867, was
current in French some decades earlier. It is interesting to note that a high proportion of
traditional ‘English’ proverbs are of foreign origin. Like many of the words in our language,
proverbs frequently passed into English from Latin or Greek, through the learned disciplines
of medicine or the law, or from a knowledge of the classical authors; or they came into
English from French in the years following the Conquest. A number of modern proverbs, such
as The opera isn’t over till the fat lady sings or The family that prays together stays together,
originated in the United States. Predictably, one classic proverb of English origin is the old
saying It never rains but it pours.

Each entry is provided with several illustrative quotations which show the contexts in which
the proverb has been used, up to the present day. The standard form of a proverb often changes
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during its development: the first recorded use of the current form is always cited. Short
headnotes are added when there is some obscurity in the meaning or use of a proverb which is
not resolved in the quotations, or when there is some point of grammatical or syntactical
interest which deserves mention. Thus, the legal implications of Possession is nine points of
the law and Every dog is allowed one bite are explained, as are the historical origins of
Caesar’s wife must be above suspicion and One might as well be hanged for a sheep as a lamb.
The original meanings of words such as handsome in Handsome is as handsome does are also
discussed when necessary.

Much of the work involved in the compilation of the dictionary has concerned the
verification of quotations. In the past, quotations have often been carried forward from one
proverb dictionary to another without being checked; this is especially true of the older
quotations. All quotations have been rechecked for this dictionary, and are quoted from the
first edition of the relevant work, unless otherwise stated in the citation or in the Bibliography.
Many quotations in other collections were found to have been wrongly dated, principally
because they were taken from later (often bowdlerized Victorian) editions of the work in
question, and frequently the true first edition contains a lessfamiliar version of the proverb, or
no proverb at all.

Self-evident short titles are occasionally used in citations, but whenever possible the title
and author of each work are given in full. Titles have been modernized, quotations (with the
exceptions of the Bible and Shakespeare) have not. Quotations are cited by reference to
chapter; other styles are consistently employed when a work is not subdivided thus. Full
references are given for the Bible, Shakespeare, and several other major writers; plays are
cited by act and scene (failing scene, then page). Biblical quotations are cited from the
Authorized Version of 1611 unless otherwise stated: similar quotations may often be found in
earlier translations, sermons, and homilies, but the modern form of a proverb usually reflects
this translation. Contractions, which occur frequently in medieval sources, have been silently
expanded.

John Simpson
Oxford
March 1982
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A see who SAYS A must say B.

abhors see NATURE abhors a vacuum.

a-borrowing see he that GOES a-borrowing, goes a-sorrowing.
abroad see GO abroad and you’ll hear news of home.

ABSENCE makes the heart grow fonder
Cf. PROPERTIUS Elegies I1. xxxiii’. 1. 43 semper in absentes felicior aestus amantes, passion
[is] always warmer towards absent lovers.

oc 1850 in T. H. Bayly Isle of Beauty (rev. ed.) iii. Absence makes the heart grow
fonder. 1923 Observer 11 Feb. 9 These saws are constantly cutting one another’s throats.
How can you reconcile the statement that ‘Absence makes the heart grow fonder’ with
‘Out of sight, out of mind’? 1992 A. LAMBERT Rather English Marriage (1993) xi. 178
Absence may have made his heart grow fonder, but it hasn’t done wonders for mine. 2002
Spectator 9 Feb. 63 In this way you can keep her at bay indefinitely, or at least until such
time as her absence has made your heart grow fonder. mabsence; love

He who is ABSENT is always in the wrong
Cf. Fr. les absents ont toujours tort; ¢ 1440 J. LYDGATE Fall of Princes (EETS) III. 1. 3927
For princis ofte.. Wil cachche a qu[a]rel.. Ageyn folk absent.

01640 G. HERBERT Outlandish Proverbs no. 318 The absent partie is still faultie.
1710 S. PALMER Proverbs xxi. The absent party is always to blame. 1736 B.
FRANKLIN Poor Richard’s Almanack (July) The absent are never without fault, nor the
present without excuse. 1912 ‘SAKI’ Unbearable Bassington iv. The absent may be
always wrong, but they are seldom in a position to be inconsiderate. 1981 A. PRICE
Soldier no More 57 1 will quote first that fine old French saying—which covers any claim
Charlie may or may not have on that cake—’he who is absent is always in the wrong.’ =
absence; error

absolute see POWER corrupts.
www.rajteachers.com



abundance see out of the FULLNESS of the heart the mouth speaks.
ACCIDENTS will happen (in the best-regulated families)

01700 VANBRUGH Pilgrim IV Such Accidents will happen sometimes, take what
care we can. 1819 ‘P. ATALL ’ Hermit in America i. Accidents will happen in the best
regulated families. 1850 DICKENS David Copperfield xxviii. ‘Copperfield,” said Mr.
Micawber, ‘accidents will occur in the best-regulated families; and in families not
regulated by.. the influence of Woman, in the lofty character of Wife, they must be
expected with confidence, and must be borne with philosophy.” 1939 W. S. MAUGHAM
Christmas Holiday x. Accidents will happen in the best regulated families, and.. if you
find you’ve got anything the matter with you,.. go and see a doctor right away. 2002
Country Life 14 Feb. 51 No-one should underestimate the pain and suffering caused.
However, the CPS [Crown Prosecution Service] has to recognise that, even in this
determinedly scapegoat society, accidents do happen. smisfortune

There is no ACCOUNTING for tastes

It is impossible to explain why different people like different things (especially things that
do not appeal to the speaker). Also now in the form there is no accounting for taste. The
saying is a version of the Latin tag de gustibus non est disputandum, there is no disputing
about tastes. Cf. 1599 J. MINSHEU Dialogues in Spanish 6 Against ones liking there is no
disputing.

01794 A. RADCLIFFE Mysteries of Udolpho 1. xi. I have often thought the people he
disapproved were much more agreeable than those he admired;—but there is no
accounting for tastes. 1889 GISSING Nether World 11. viii. There is no accounting for
tastes. Sidney..not once..congratulated himself on his good fortune. 1985 R. REEVES
Doubting Thomas iv. ‘You’re usually in here with a little guy, wears a rug. Looks like he
gets his suits from Sears. Paisley ties. .. There’s no accounting for taste.” sidiosyncrasy;
taste

accumulate see if you don’t SPECULATE, you can’t accumulate.

accuse see he who EXCUSES, accuses himself.
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accuser see a GUILTY conscience needs no accuser.

acorn see GREAT oaks from little acorns grow.

act see THINK global, act local.

ACTIONS speak louder than words
First recorded in its current form in the United States.

01628 J. PYM Speech 4 Apr. in Hansard Parliamentary Hist. England (1807) 11. 274
‘A word spoken in season is like an Apple of Gold set in Pictures of Silver,” and actions
are more precious than words. 1736 Melancholy State of Province in A. M. Davis
Colonial Currency (1911) III. 137 Actions speak louder than Words, and are more to be
regarded. 1856 A. LINCOLN Works (1953) II. 352 ‘Actions speak louder than words’ is
the maxim; and, if true, the South now distinctly says to the North, ‘Give us the
measures, and you take the men.” 1939 M. STUART Dead Men sing no Songs xii. Deeds
speak louder than words. First she tells you the most damning things she can.., and then
she begs you to believe he’s innocent in spite of them? 2008 Times 21 July 13 If he flares
up at you.. lock yourself in the bathroom and have a nice bath with a good book.
Sometimes actions speak louder than words. swords and deeds

When ADAM delved and Eve span, who was then the gentleman?
The rhyme is particularly associated with the itinerant preacher John Ball, a leader of the 1381
‘Peasants’ Revolt’, who used it to incite the people against their feudal lords.

oc 1340 R. ROLLE in G. G. Perry Religious Pieces (EETS) 88 When Adam dalfe
[dug] and Eue spane.. Whare was than the pride of man? 1381 in Brown & Robbins Index
Middle English Verse (1943) 628 Whan adam delffid and eve span, Who was than a
gentilman? 1562 J. PILKINGTON Aggeus & Abdias 1. ii. When Adam dalve, and Eve
span, Who was than a gentle man? Up start the carle, and gathered good, And thereof
came the gentle blood. 1979 C. E. SCHORSKE Fin-de-Siede Vienna vi. When Adam
delved and Eve span Who was then the gentleman? The question had ironic relevance for

the arrivé. sequality; gentry

As good be an ADDLED egg as an idle bird

01578 LYLY Euphues 1. 325 If T had not bene gathered from the tree in the budde, I
should beeing blowne haue proued a blast, and as good it is to bee an addle egge as an
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idle bird. 1732 T. FULLER Gnomologia no. 681 As good be an addled Egg, as an idle
Bird. 1974 D. CARTER Ghost Writer iii. The chickens are feeling the heat, poor
creatures. I’'m afraid I gave them a bit of a ticking off. As good be an addled egg, I told
them, as an idle bird. maction and inaction; idleness

ADVENTURES are to the adventurous

01844 DISRAELI Coningsby 111. 1. 244 ‘I fear that the age of adventures is past.’..
‘Adventures are to the adventurous,’ said the stranger. 1952 ‘T. HINDE’ Mr Nicholas iv.
He told himself that adventure was to the adventurous. .. If he could not make the effort
for the small he would miss the big adventure. sboldness; opportunity, taken; risk

ADVERSITY makes strange bedfellows

While the underlying idea remains the same, there has always been some variation in the
first word of the proverb: see also POLITICS makes strange bedfellows.

01611 SHAKESPEARE Tempest 1II. ii. 37 My best way is to creep under his
gaberdine; there is no other shelter hereabout. Misery acquaints a man with strange
bedfellows. 1837 DICKENS Pickwick Papers xli. (heading) Illustrative.. of the old
proverb, that adversity brings a man acquainted with strange bedfellows. 1927 Times 27
Aug. 12 The.. alliance of 1923-5 was an illustration of the adage that adversity makes
strange bedfellows. 1982 Times 15 Mar. 9 (heading) Poverty makes strange bedfellows. =
adversity; misfortune

afraid see he who RIDES a tiger is afraid to dismount.
Africa see there is always something NEW out of Africa.

AFTER a storm comes a calm
Cf. a 1250 Ancrene Riwle (1962) 191 Iblescet ibeo thu laverd the makest stille efter storm
[blessed are you, Lord, who makes a calm after the storm]; 1377 LANGLAND Piers Plowman
B. XVIII. 409 After sharpe shoures.. moste shene [bright] is the sonne.

01576 C. HOLYBAND French Littleton E1V After a storme commeth a calme. 1655
T. FULLER Church Hist. Britain 1X. viii. After a storm comes a calm. Wearied with a
former blustering they began now to repose themselves in a sad silence. 1979 ‘J. LE
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CARRE’ Smiley’s People i. For the next two weeks nothing happened. . . After the storm
had come the calm. speace; trouble

AFTER dinner rest a while, after supper walk a mile

The sense turns on the fact that dinner is a heavy meal, while supper is a light one. The
precept was current in medieval Latin: post prandium stabis, post coenam ambulabis, after
luncheon you will stand still, after supper you will walk about.

01582 G. WHETSTONE Heptameron of Civil Discourses E3 After dynner, talke a
while, After supper, walke a mile. 1584 T. COGAN Haven of Health ccxi. That olde
English saying: After dinner sit a whyle, and after supper walke a myle. 1979 Daily
Telegraph 24 Dec. 3 ‘The physiological reaction to a heavy indigestible meal.. seems to
be to sleep it off.” What it all seems to boil down to is the old adage: After dinner rest a
while, after supper walk a mile. shealth

AFTER the feast comes the reckoning
Mainly in late 20th-cent. North American use.

01620 F. QUARLES Feast for Wormes VI. vi. But Young-man, know, there is a Day
of doome, The Feast is good, untill the reck’ning come. 1996 Random House Dict.
Popular Proverbs & Sayings 3 After the feast comes the reckoning. 1999 Time 29 July
(electronic ed., heading) After the Monica feast comes the reckoning. saction and

consequence

after see also it is easy to be WISE after the event.

Agamemnon see BRAVE men lived before Agamemnon.

age see the age of MIRACLES is past; if YOUTH knew, if age could.
agree see BIRDS in their little nests agree; TWO of a trade never agree.
alive see if you want to LIVE and thrive, let the spider run alive.
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ALL good things must come to an end

The addition of ‘good’ is a recent development. The earlier forms may be compared with
EVERYTHING has an end.

o ¢ 1440 Partonope of Blois (EETS) 1. 11144 Ye wote [know] wele of all thing moste
be an ende. 1562 G. LEGH Accidence of Armoury 182 All worldly thinges haue an ende
(excepte the housholde wordes, betwene man and wife). 1738 SWIFT Polite Conversation
i. 85 All Things have an End, and a Pudden [a kind of sausage] has two. 1857 H. H.
RILEY Puddleford Papers xxiii. All things must have an end, and the grand caravan, in
time, came to its end. 1924 ‘D. VANE’ Scar xxv. All good things come to an end. The
feast was over. 2002 Washington Times 17 Mar. C12 For more than a decade, Roy
Kramer reigned as the most powerful figure in college athletics—not just in the
Southeastern Conference but arguably the entire nation. But all good things must come to
an end, and that end is now. sfinality; good things

It takes ALL sorts to make a world

01620 T. SHELTON tr. Cervantes’ Don Quixote II. vi. In the world there must bee of
all sorts. 1767 S. JOHNSON Letter 17 Nov. (1952) 1. 194 Some Lady surely might be
found.. in whose fidelity you might repose. The World, says Locke, has people of all
sorts. 1844 D. W. JERROLD Story of Feather xxviii. Click can’t get off this time?.. Well,
it takes all sorts to make a world. 1975 J. I. M. STEWART Young Pattullo iii. ‘My
father’s a banker during the week and a country gent at week-ends. Takes all sorts, you
know.” ‘Takes all sorts?’ ‘“To make a world.’ 1993 BILL RICHARDSON Bachelor
Brothers’ Bed & Breakfast (1997) 74 There is no nightlife. .. I suppose that what we have
here is the working out of the adage that it takes all kinds to make a world. =
idiosyncrasy; tolerance; variety

ALL things are possible with God
With allusion to MATTHEW xix. 26 (AV).. with God all things are possible; cf. HOMER
Odyssey x. 306 Bzoi 6€ 1e mdvta SUdvaviar, with the gods all things can be done.

01694 P. A. MOTTEUX tr. Rabelais’ Pantagruel V. xliii. Drink.. and you shall find
its taste and flavor to be exactly that on which you shall have pitched. Then never
presume to say that anything is impossible to God. 1712 C. MATHER Letter 22 Nov.
(1971) 117 However, take it again; all things are possible with God. 1826 L. BEECHER
Letter 11 June in Autobiography (1865) II. viii. Sometimes it seems as if persons had too
much.. intellect to be converted easily. But all things are possible with God. 1965 M.
SPARK Mandelbaum Gate vi. It would be interesting, for a change, to prepare and be
ready for possibilities of, I don’t know what, since all things are possible with God and

www.rajteachers.com



nothing is inevitable. 1971 ‘S. CHANCE’ Septimus and Danedyke Mystery (1973) iii. 31
‘All things are possible—but some are not very likely. As the Apostle should have said,

but didn’t.” spossibility and impossibility

ALL things come to those who wait
Cf. Fr. tout vient a celui qui sait attendre, all comes to him who knows how to wait.

01530 A. BARCLAY Eclogues (EETS) II. 843 Somewhat shall come who can his time
abide. 1642 G. TORRIANO Select Italian Proverbs 26 He who can wait, hath what he
desireth. 1847 DISRAELI Tancred II. 1V. viii. I have got it at last, everything comes if a
man will only wait. 1872 V. FANE Tout vient a qui sait Attendre in From Dawn to Noon
I1. 85 Ah! “All things come to those who wait.’.. They come, but often come too late.
1980 M. SELLERS Leonardo & Others viii. Everything comes to those who wait. The
theory fitted well into my lazy way of thinking. 2002 Times 2 14 Feb. 7 Until last week I
considered the proverb ‘All things come to those who wait’ to be up there with ‘Every
cloud has a silver lining’ on the list of fatuous remarks to make when your best friend has
failed a vital job interview, been dumped by the love of his life, dropped his dentures
down a drain or been trapped for hours on the Tube. spatience and impatience

all see also all’s for the BEST in the best of all possible worlds; all CATS are grey in the
dark; DEATH pays all debts; why should the DEVIL have all the best tunes?; don’t put all
your EGGS in one basket; all’s FAIR in love and war; all is FISH that comes to the net; all
that GLITTERS is not gold; all is GRIST that comes to the mill; when all you have is a
HAMMER, everything looks like a nail; HEAR all, see all, say nowt; to KNOW all is to
forgive all; there is MEASURE in all things; MODERATION in all things; ONE size does not
fit all; to the PURE all things are pure; a RISING tide lifts all boats; all ROADS lead to Rome;
the THIRD time pays for all; all’s WELL that ends well; you can’t WIN them all; all WORK
and no play makes Jack a dull boy.

alone see he TRAVELS fastest who travels alone.
alter see CIRCUMSTANCES alter cases.

always see he who is ABSENT is always in the wrong; there is always a FIRST time;
ONCE a—, always a —; there is always ROOM at the top; the UNEXPECTED always
happens.

Good AMERICANS when they die go to Paris
The person alluded to in quot. 1858 was Thomas Gold Appleton (1812—-84). Quot. 2002 alters
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the sense from the implied equivalence of Paris with Heaven.

01858 O. W. HOLMES Autocrat of Breakfast-Table vi. To these must certainly be
added that other saying of one of the wittiest of men: ‘Good Americans, when they die,
go to Paris.” 1894 O. WILDE Woman of no Importance 1.1.16 They say.. that when good
Americans die they go to Paris. 1932 T. SMITH Topper takes Trip xxi. We are those good
Americans who come to Paris when they die. 2002 Times Literary Supplement 22 Mar. 23
‘Like any other city.. Big, noisy, crowded.” You don’t have to believe that Paris is worth a
Mass or the place where good Americans go to die to disagree. sdeath; just deserts

and see if IFS and ands were pots and pans, there’d be no work for tinkers’ hands.

angel see FOOLS rush in where angels fear to tread.

anger see never let the SUN go down on your anger.

angry see a HUNGRY man is an angry man.

ANOTHER day, another dollar
Quot. 1897 links the form more days, more dollars to sailors being paid by the day: the longer
the voyage the greater the financial reward. Later uses suggest that another day, another
dollar occurs as world-weary comment on routine toil to earn a living. It has also generated a
quantity of by-forms.

01897 J. CONRAD Nigger of ‘Narcissus’ (1955) v. 114. The common saying, ‘More
days, more dollars,’ did not give the usual comfort because the stores were running short.
1957 D. ERSKINE & P. DENNIS Pink Hotel (1958) 8 “Nother sleepless night,” Mr.
Baldwin said. ‘Heard the clock strike four again.” ‘That’s a shame, Mr. Baldwin,” Mary
said. She yawned and stretched, knowing that her landlord was about to say Another Day,
Another Dollar. 1992 J. E. DOMINGUEZ& V. ROBIN Your Money or Your Life v. 157
For those opting for Financial Independence it reinforces the awareness that work is no
longer about ‘another day, another dollar.” 1993 Time International 18 Jan. 4 Another
day, another deadline. And another backdown by Saddam Hussein, for what seems like
the zillionth time. 2002 Times 2 10 Jan. 7 And I haven’t even mentioned.. Bobby Fischer,
stripped of his title by Fide in 1975 (another decade, another squabble), but never
defeated, and still only 58. maction and consequence; work

answer see ASK a silly question and you get a silly answer; a CIVIL question deserves a
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civil answer; a SOFT answer turneth away wrath.
anvil see the CHURCH is an anvil which has worn out many hammers.
ANY port in a storm

01749 J. CLELAND Memoirs of Woman of Pleasure 11. 133 It was going by the right
door, and knocking desperately at the wrong one. .. I told him of it: ‘Pooh,’ says he ‘my
dear, any port in a storm.” 1821 SCOTT Pirate 1. iv. As the Scotsman’s howf [refuge] lies
right under your lee, why, take any port in a storm. 1965 J. PORTER Dover Three ii. It
was not quite the sort of company with which Dover would mix from choice but, as the
jolly sailors say, any port in a storm. 1983 M. BOND Monsieur Pamplemousse iv. On the
principle of any port in a storm he made a dive for the nearest cubicle. snecessity;
trouble

If ANYTHING can go wrong, it will

Commonly known as Murphy’s Law, this saying has numerous variations, and the concept
was certainly known much earlier in engineering or scientific circles: e.g., 1878 Minutes
Proceedings of Institute of Civil Engineers li. 8 (13 Nov. 1877 session) It is found that
anything that can go wrong at sea generally does go wrong sooner or later. The formulation as
a ‘law’ is said to have been made in 1949 by George Nichols, then a project manager working
in California for the American firm of Northrop, developing a remark made by a colleague,
Captain E. Murphy, of the Wright Field Aircraft Laboratory. The contexts of some early
quotations appear to support this origin: e.g., 1955 Aviation Mechanics Bulletin May-June 11
Murphy’s Law: If an aircraft part can be installed incorrectly, someone will install it that way.

01953 A. ROE Making of Scientist 46 There is.. the physicist who introduced me to
one of my favorite ‘laws’, which he described as ‘Murphy’s law or the fourth law of
thermodynamics’ (actually there were only three the last I heard) which states: ‘If
anything can go wrong it will.” 1956 Scientific American Apr. 166 Dr. Schaefer’s
observation confirms this department’s sad experience that editors as well as laboratory
workers are subject to Murphy’s Laws, to wit: 1. If something can go wrong it will, [etc.].
1980 A. E. FISHER Midnight Men vii. Of course, the up train was delayed. There was
some vast universal principle. If anything can go wrong it will. 2000 Washington Post 28
Dec. E1 Tune out the pundits. .. I subscribe to a corollary of Murphy’s Law (‘Anything
that can go wrong, will’), which is Pundit’s Law: Anything experts predict will happen,
will not. merror
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An APE’s an ape, a varlet’s a varlet, though they be clad in silk or scarlet

A varlet was formerly a menial servant, but the word also took on the sense of ‘scoundrel’
or ‘rogue’. Scarlet was the colour of the official or ceremonial dress of various dignitaries,
including judges. Cf. LUCIAN Adversus Indoctum 4 nithyicos 6 withyios .. kv ypvaea Eyn avpfolia, gp
ape is an ape.. even if it has gold insignia; ERASMUS Adages 1. vii. simia simia est, etiamsi
aurea gestet insignia.

01539 R. TAVERNER tr. Erasmus’Adages 21 An ape is an ape although she weare
badges of golde. 1659 J. HOWELL Proverbs (English) I An Ape’s an Ape, A Varlett’s a
Varlett, Though they be cladd in silk, or scarlett. 1732 T. FULLER Gnomologia no. 6391
An Ape’s an Ape: a Varlet’s a Varlet, Tho’ they be clad in Silk or Scarlet. 1967 D.
MORRIS Naked Ape i. The naked ape is in danger of..forgetting that beneath the surface
gloss he is still very much a primate. (‘An ape’s an ape, a varlet’s a varlet, though they be
clad in silk or scarlet.”) Even a space ape must urinate. sappearance, deceptive; nature
and nurture

ape see also the HIGHER the monkey climbs the more he shows his tail.
appear see TALK of the Devil, and he is bound to appear.

APPEARANCES are deceptive
A common US form is appearances are deceiving.

01666 G. TORRIANO Italian Proverbs 12 Appearance oft deceives. 1784 in
Collections of Massachusetts Hist. Society (1877) III. 186 The appearances in those
mountainous regions are extremely deceptive.1846 H. MELVILLE Typee xxiv.
Appearances.. are deceptive. Little men are sometimes very potent, and rags sometimes
cover very extensive pretensions. 1927 E. F. BENSON Lucia in London v. Mr. Merriall..
watched the three figures at Georgie’s door. ‘Appearances are deceptive,” he said. ‘But
isn’t that Olga Shuttleworth and Princess Isabel?’ 2002 A. VANNEMAN Sherlock
Holmes and Giant Rat of Sumatra xviii. 128 “Why, Mr. Holmes, you are the most wide-
awake man here.” ‘Appearances are deceiving,” returned Holmes. sappearance,

deceptive; deception

APPETITE comes with eating

Desire or facility increases as an activity proceeds. Cf. 1534 RABELAIS Gargantua 1.V.
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I’appétit vient en mangeant, appetite comes with eating; 1600-1 SHAKESPEARE Hamlet 1. ii.
143 Why, she would hang on him As if increase of appetite had grown By what it fed on.

01653 URQUHART & MOTTEUX tr. Rabelais’ Gargantua 1i. v. Appetite comes with
eating. a 1721 M. PRIOR Dialogues of Dead (1907) 227 But as we say in France, the
Appetite comes in Eating; so in Writing You stil found more to write. 1906 W.
MAXWELL From Yalu to Port Arthur i. Appetite comes with eating. Having absorbed
Port Arthur and begun on Manchuria, Russia saw no reason why she should not have
Korea also. 1943 S. CLOETE Congo Song xxiv. The appetite came with eating. The more
he had of her, the more he wanted. swanting and having

appetite see also HUNGER is the best sauce.

An APPLE a day keeps the doctor away

01866 Notes & Queries 3rd Ser. IX. 153 A Pembrokeshire Proverb.—‘Eat an apple on
going to bed, And you’ll keep the doctor from earning his bread.” 1913 E. M. WRIGHT
Rustic Speech xiv. Ait a happle avore gwain to bed, An’ you’ll make the doctor beg his
bread (Dev.); or as the more popular version runs: An apple a day keeps the doctor away.
2001 Times 12 Dec. 2 Have you resolved to be a well person?.. Do you eat an apple a day
to keep the doctor away? sdoctors; health

The APPLE never falls far from the tree

Apparently of Eastern origin, it is frequently used to assert the continuity of family
characteristics. Quot. 1839 implies return to one’s original home. Cf. 16th-cent. Ger. der Apfel
fellt nicht gerne weit vom Baume, the apple does not usually fall far from the tree.

01839 EMERSON Letter 22 Dec. (1939) II. 243 As men say the apple never falls far
from the stem, I shall hope that another year will draw your eyes and steps to this old
dear odious haunt of the race. 1939 H. W. THOMPSON Body, Boots & Britches xix. As
a.. farmer remarked, ‘If you breed a pa’tridge, you’ll git a pa’tridge.” Another way of
setting that truth forth is,.. ‘An apple never falls far from the tree.” 1981 Women’s
Journal Apr. 179 He’s a fool, Muffie, as his father was. The apple never falls far from the
tree. 2001 Washington Post 28 June C10 The social worker had summed up the child’s
future: ‘Don’t expect to do miracles. An apple can’t fall too far from the tree.” sfamily;
nature and nurture; origins
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apple see also the ROTTEN apple injures its neighbours; SMALL choice in rotten apples;
STOLEN fruit is sweet.

An APPLE-PIE without some cheese is like a kiss without a squeeze

01929 C. BROOKS Seven Hells v. 63 Let me advise you to take a bit of cheese with it.
They have a good proverb, these folks: ‘Apple pie without the cheese, is like the kiss
without a squeeze.” 1989 Courier-Journal (Louisville, KY) 2 July 4M There was an old
English rhyme popular about 1750 that went: An apple-pie without some cheese Is like a
kiss without a squeeze. 2002 Spectator 21 Sept. 61 ‘Apple cake without cheese,” they
used to say in Yorkshire, ‘is like a kiss without a squeeze.’ sfood and drink

APRIL showers bring forth May flowers

oc 1560 in T. Wright Songs & Ballads (1860) 213 Aprell sylver showers so sweet Can
make May flowers to sprynge. 1670 J. RAY English Proverbs 41 April showers bring
forth May flowers. 1846 M. A. DENHAM Proverbs relating to Seasons, &c. 36 March
winds and April showers bring forth May flowers. 1921 Sphere 14 May 152 If there was
anybody left to believe in the saying that ‘April showers bring forth May flowers’ their
simple faith must have been rudely shattered by May’s behaviour this year. 2001
Washington Post 1 July F1 If April showers bring May flowers, what do June brides
bring? sweather lore

architect see EVERY man is the architect of his own fortune.

arm see KINGS have long arms; STRETCH your arm no further than your sleeve will
reach; YORKSHIRE born and Yorkshire bred, strong in the arm and weak in the head.

An ARMY marches on its stomach

The proverb has been attributed to both Napoleon and Frederick the Great; this figurative
use of (on one’s) stomach is unusual in English.

01904 Windsor Magazine Jan. 268 ‘An army marches on its stomach.” ‘C’est la soupe
qui fait le soldat.” These Napoleonic aphorisms.. have been increasingly appreciated by
our War Office. 1977 J. B. HILTON Dead-Nettie x. ‘They say an army marches on its
stomach,’ Gilbert Slack began to say. ‘You mean that Frank was a cook?’ 1992 W.
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DONALDSON Root into Europe ii.16 ‘Didn’t see service as such. Supply and demand
myself. Pay and personnel. Laundry and so forth. An army marches on its stomach.’ 2002
Washington Times 30 Jan. E4 (Hazel comic strip) ‘An army marches on its stomach.’
‘And retreats on its..” sfood and drink; soldiers

around see what GOES around comes around.
arrive see it is BETTER to travel hopefully than to arrive.
ART is long and life is short

Hippocrates (Aphorisms 1. 1. ¢ ffioc fipayiic, i o¢ téxvy papn, life is short, but art is long)
compared the difficulties encountered in learning the art of medicine or healing with the
shortness of human life. Hippocrates’ saying was alluded to by Seneca in his dialogue ‘On the
Brevity of Life’ (De brevitate vitae 1: vitam brevem esse, longam artem) and from this version
the usual Latin form of the tag is derived: ars longa, vita brevis, art is long, life is short. Art is
now commonly understood in the proverb in a less specific sense. In quot. 1958, it refers to
(the durability of) a work of art.

oc 1380 CHAUCER Parliament of Fowls 1. 1 The lyf so short, the craft so long to
lerne. 1558 W. BULLEIN Government of Health 5V And although oure life be shorte, yet
the arte of phisicke is long. 1581 G. PETTIE tr. S. Guazzo’s Civil Conversation 1. 16 An
art is long and life is short. 1710 S. PALMER Proverbs 380 Art is Long, Life Short. Our
Philosophical Meditations on Time are very Obscure and Confus’d. 1869 M. ARNOLD
Culture & Anarchy vi. If..we take some other criterion of man’s well-being than the cities
he has built.. our Liberal friends.. take us up very sharply. ‘Art is long’, says the Times,
‘and life is short.” 1958 L. DURRELL Balthazar 1V. xiii. The shapely hand on his
shoulder still wore the great ring taken from the tomb of a Byzantine youth. Life is short,
art long. 1987 ‘C. AIRD’ Dead Liberty viii. ‘The art is long,” Sloan heard himself saying
aloud. .. ‘And life is short. I know that.” Dr. Bressingham completed the quotation
brusquely. slife; mortality

ash see when the OAK is before the ash, then you will only get a splash; beware of an
OAK it draws the stroke.

ASK a silly question and you get a silly answer

With allusion to PROVERBS xxvi. 5 (AV) Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be
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wise in his own conceit.

oc 1300 South-English Legendary (EETS) 494 Ffor-sothe thou axest as a fol, and
swich ansuere me schul the yive. 1484 CAXTON Aesop (1967) V. xiii. 158 And thus they
wente withoute ony sentence For to a folysshe demaunde behoueth a folysshe ansuere.
1551 R. ROBYNSON tr. T. More’s Utopia 1 E4 For Salomon the wise sayeth: Answer a
foole according to his folishnes, like as I do now. ¢ 1600 Tarlton’s Jests (1638) E2V The
fellow seeing a foolish question had a foolish answere, laid his legges on his neck, and
got him gone. 1721 J. KELLY Scottish Proverbs 35 A thraward [perverse] Question
should a thraward Answer. 1934 C. RYLAND Murder on Cliff vi. If you ask me damned
silly questions, I’'m going to give you damned silly answers. 1969 ‘A. GILBERT’ Missing
from her Home v. No, don’t bother to answer that. Ask a silly question and you get a silly
answer. 1985 M. WESLEY Harnessing Peacocks (1990) v. 46 ‘Are you happy at school?’
Ask a silly question. ‘It’s all right.” “What sort of answer is that?’ she cried in distress. =
action and consequence; stupidity

ASK no questions and hear no lies

01773 GOLDSMITH She stoops to Conquer I11. 51 Ask me no questions and I’1l tell
you no fibs. 1818 SCOTT Heart of Midlothian 1. ix. If ye’ll ask nae questions, I’ll tell ye
nae lees. 1900 H. LAWSON Over Sliprails 135 ‘Where did you buy the steer, father?’ she
asked. ‘Ask no questions and hear no lies.” 1906 R. KIPLING Puck of Pook’s Hill 252
Them that asks no questions isn’t told a lie—Watch the wall, my darling, while the
Gentlemen go by! 1997 R. BOWEN Evans Above vi. 65 Charlie put his finger to his nose.
‘Them that asks no questions, don’t get told no lies, that’s what my old mother used to

say,” he said. scuriosity; lying
ask see also if you WANT something done, ask a busy person.
a-sorrowing see he that GOES a-borrowing, goes a-sorrowing.

ATTACK is the best form of defence

The idea of the pre-emptive strike expressed in a form approaching this appears to be
American in origin; cf. 1775 W. H. DRAYTON in R. W. Gibbes Documentary Hist. American
Revolution (1855) 1.174 It is a maxim, that it is better to attack than to receive one; 1799 G.
WASHINGTON Writings (1940) XXXVII. 250 Make them believe, that offensive operations,
often times, is the surest, if not the only..means of defence. Recent usage shows a clear
British-US divergence, however, with the best DEFENSE is a good offense as the US form.
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01930 C. F. GREGG Murder on Bus xxxvii. Inspector Higgins fired his revolver at the
sound, deeming attack the better part of defence, whilst someone from the other side of
the room had a similar notion. 1965 N. S. GRAY Apple-Stone xi. ‘Attack’, she said, ‘is
the best means of defence.” She sounded so smug that I told her the thought was not
original. 1980 F. OLBRICH Desouza in Stardust iv. Attack is the best form of defence,
they say, and when politicians lose their principles they play a dirty game. 2002 Times 19
June 24 Clearly, the big banks have stuck to their policy of attack being the best form of
defence on this issue [of price controls]. sboldness; warfare

away see when the CAT’S away, the mice will play.
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B see who SAYS A must say B.
babe see out of the MOUTHS of babes—.
baby see don’t THROW the baby out with the bathwater.

back see GOD makes the back to the burden; what is GOT over the Devil’s back is spent
under his belly; it is the LAST straw that breaks the camel’s back; you SCRATCH my back,
I’1l scratch yours.

A BAD excuse is better than none

01551 T. WILSON Rule of Reason S6 This is as thei saie in English, better a badde
excuse, then none at all. 1579 S. GOSSON School of Abuse 24 A bad excuse is better,
they say, then none at all. 1821 W. WIRT Letter 29 Aug. in J. P. Kennedy Memoirs
(1849) II. vii. The old fellow’s look had a glimpse of passing cunning as much as to say,
‘A bad excuse is better than none.” 1981 P. VAN GREENAWAY ‘Cassandra’ Bill xiii.
What excuse is better than none? sexcuses

BAD money drives out good

Commonly known as Gresham’s Law, after Sir Thomas Gresham (c 1519-79), founder of
the Royal Exchange. Gresham saw the economic need to restore the purity of the coinage,
though there is no evidence that he actually used this expression. Quot. 1902 states that the
principle, not the proverb, is mentioned in Gresham’s letter to the Queen. (1858 H. D.
MACLEQOD Elements of Political Economy 477 He [Gresham] was the first to perceive that a
bad and debased currency is the cause of the disappearance of the good money.)

01902 New English Dictionary V1. 116 Gresham’s law, the principle, involved in Sir
Thomas Gresham’s letter to Q. Elizabeth in 1558, that ‘bad money drives out good’. 1933
A. HUXLEY Letter 18 Nov. (1969) 438 Gresham’s Law holds good in every field.. and
bad politics tends to drive out good politics just as bad money drives out good money.
1982 R. NISBET Prejudices 178 Genuine scholars receive grants too, but this misses the
crucial point, which is that bad money drives out good, and that only a few years of such
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handouts to putterers will be enough to convince the American people that Everyman is a
humanist. 2002 Times 212 June 5 In potatoes as in currency, Gresham’s law applies: bad
drives out good. The new new, in potatoes, is old. smoney

BAD news travels fast

Cf. 1539 R. TAVERNER tr. Erasmus’ Adages 1I. A4 Sad and heuy tydynges be easly
blowen abroade be they neuer so vaine and false and they be also sone beleued. In quots. 1592
and 1694 news is construed as a plural noun, as was usual at this period.

01592 KYD Spanish Tragedy i. B2V Euill newes flie faster still than good. 1694
Terence’s Comedies made English 46 Bad News always fly faster than good. 1792 T.
HOLCROFT Road to Ruin II. i. All these bills.. brought.. this morning. Il news travels
fast. 1935 W. IRWIN Julius Caesar Murder Case xxv. ‘Where’d you get it [a knife]?’
‘On the Plains of Philippi.” ‘Bad news travels fast,” said Hercules. 1991 L. SANDERS
McNally’s Secret (1992) iv. 38 ‘I’ve already had a dozen phony sympathy calls—
including one from a cousin in Sarasota. Bad news certainly travels fast.” 2002 Times 1
Feb. 22 Media processes are not forensic but sensational. Their light shines uncertainly. It
often distorts and can be unfair. ‘Ill news hath wings.” smisfortune; news

A BAD penny always turns up

The proverb, also used allusively in simile and metaphor (see quot. 1766), refers to the
predictable, and usually unwelcome, return of a disreputable or prodigal person after some
absence.

01766 A. ADAMS in L. H. Butterfield et al. Adams Family Correspondence (1963) I. 55
Like a bad penny it returnd, to me again. 1824 SCOTT Redgauntlet 11. ii. Bring back Darsie?
little doubt of that—the bad shilling is sure enough to come back again. 1884 R. H. THORPE
Fenton Family iii. Just like as not he’ll be coming back one of these days, when he’s least
wanted. A bad penny is sure to return. 1922 JOYCE Ulysses 149 Who’s dead, when and what
did he die of? Turn up like a bad penny. 1941 A. UPDEGRAFF Hills look Down vi. ‘I miss
Bart.” ‘Oh, a bad penny always turns up again.” 1979 G. MITCHELL Mudflats of Dead iii.
‘Stop worrying. The bad pennies always turn up.” ‘Oh, Adrian, I don’t think she’s a bad penny,
not really.” swrong-doers

BAD things come in threes
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Bad things may be specified as accidents, deaths, or other mishaps; cf. MISFORTUNES
never come singly. This is a well-attested folk superstition on both sides of the Atlantic: 1891
Notes & Queries 7th Ser. XII. 489 One of my servants having accidentally broken a glass
shade, asked for two other articles of little value, a wine bottle and jam crock, that she might
break them, and so prevent the two other accidents. .. which would otherwise follow. Cf.
THIRD time lucky.

01997 D. HANSEN Sole Survivor xvi. 82 He was a superstitious man and believed
that bad joss always struck in threes. 2002 Times 20 Mar. 22 They say bad things come in
threes. I don’t know who the they are that say this, mind, or how they found out that that
was how bad things came,.. but.. last weekend, they were spot on.s=misfortune;

superstition

There is no such thing as BAD weather, only the wrong clothes

01980 Washington Post 15 Feb. D1 ‘There’s no such thing as bad weather, only bad
clothes,’ said Peterson. ‘You want to wear the least you can, and still not get frost-bitten.’
1992 Daily Telegraph 23 Sept. 13 As someone once said, there is no such thing as bad
weather, only the wrong clothes. 2006 Times 4 Nov 23 Autumn bares its fangs at last.
Well, no such thing as bad weather: only bad clothing. sweather

A BAD workman blames his tools

Cf. late 13th-cent. Fr. mauvés ovriers ne trovera ja bon hostill, a bad workman will never
find a good tool.

01611 R. COTGRAVE Dict. French & English s.v. Outil, A bungler cannot find (or fit
himselfe with) good tooles. 1640 G. HERBERT Outlandish Proverbs no. 67 Never had ill
workeman good tooles. 1859 S. SMILES Self-Help iv. It is proverbial that the bad
workman never yet had a good tool. 1940 J. G. COZZENS Ask Me Tomorrow vii. I’ve
read somewhere that a poor workman quarrels with his tools. 1979 A. FOX Threat Signal
Red XV. Damn! Dropped the screwdriver... Bad workmen blame their tools. 2001
Washington Times 19 Aug. B8 ‘Virtuous War’ starts off with a bad idea, proceeds to a
pair of disasters, then gets worse. As for the fundamental reason for its failure—for now
let’s just say, it’s a poor workman who blames his lousy tools. sefficiency and
inefficiency; work

bad see also give a DOG a bad name and hang him; FIRE is a good servant but a bad
master; a GOOD horse cannot be of a bad colour; HARD cases make bad law; HOPE is a good
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breakfast but a bad supper; NOTHING so bad but it might have been worse; THREE removals
are as bad as a fire.

bag see EMPTY sacks will never stand upright; there’s many a GOOD cock come out of a
tattered bag.

bairn see FOOLS and bairns should never see half-done work; the SHOEMAKER’S son
always goes barefoot.

As you BAKE, so shall you brew
As you begin, so shall you proceed. Complementary to as you BREW, so shall you bake.

oc 1577 Misogonus 111. i. As thou bakst, so shat brewe. 1775 D. GARRICK May-Day
ii. To keep.. My bones whole and tight, To speak, nor look, would I dare; As they bake
they shall brew. 1909 W. DE MORGAN It never can happen Again 1. V. Each one [i.e.
young person].. was.. the centre of an incubation of memories that were to last a lifetime.
‘As they bake, so they will brew,” philosophized Mr. Challis to himself. maction and

consequence

bake see also as you BREW, so shall you bake.

bandit see the more LAWS, the more thieves and bandits.

bare see there goes more to MARRIAGE than four bare legs in a bed.

barefoot see the SHOEMAKER’S son always goes barefoot.

bargain see it takes TWO to make a bargain.

bark see DOGS bark, but the caravan goes on; why KEEP a dog and bark yourself?

A BARKING dog never bites
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Cf. Q. CURTIUS De Rebus Gestis Alexandri Magni VII. iv. 13 canem timidum vehementius
latrere quam mordere, a timid cur barks more furiously than he bites [said there to be a
Bactrian saying]; 13th-cent. Fr. chascuns chiens qui abaie ne mort pas, the dog that barks does
not bite.

oc 1550 Thersytes E1 Great barking dogges, do not most byte And oft it is sene that
the best men in the hoost Be not suche, that vse to bragge moste. 1595 Locrine (1908) I'V.
i. Soft words good sir... A barking dog doth sildome strangers bite. 1629 Book of Merry
Riddles 22 A barking dog seldome bites. 1837 F. CHAMIER Arethusa I11. X. Our dogs
which bark, Abdallah, seldom bite. 1980 Daily Telegraph 1 May 18 A canvassing
candidate came to a house where there was an Alsatian who barked ferociously. His agent
said: ‘Just go in. Don’t you know the proverb “A barking dog never bites”?’ “Yes,’ said
the candidate, ‘I know the proverb, you know the proverb, but does the dog know the
proverb?’ swords and deeds

BARNABY bright, Barnaby bright, the longest day and the shortest night

St. Barnabas’ Day, 11 June, was reckoned the longest day of the year under the Old Style
calendar. Cf. 1595 SPENSER Epithalamion 1. 266 This day the sunne is in his chiefest hight,
With Barnaby the bright.

01659 J. HOWELL Proverbs (English) 20 Barnaby bright, the longest day and
shortest night. 1858 Notes & Queries 2nd Ser. VI. 522 In some parts of the country the
children call the lady-bird Barnaby Bright, and address it thus:—‘Barnaby Bright,
Barnaby Bright, The longest day and the shortest night.” 1906 E. HOLDEN Country Diary
of Edwardian Lady (1977) 72 Barnaby bright All day and no night. 1978 R. WHITLOCK
Calendar of Country Customs vii. Barnaby bright, Barnaby bright, The longest day and
the shortest night, is a reminder that, before the change in the calendar in 1752, 11 June
was the longest day of the year. scalendar lore

basket see don’t put all your EGGS in one basket.
bathwater see don’t THROW the baby out with the bathwater.
battalion see PROVIDENCE is always on the side of the big battalions.

battle see the RACE is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong.
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BE what you would seem to be

C f .AESCHYLUS ~ Seven against Thebes 1. 592

ol 7ap dokelv dpiatoc aiz eivar 0EAEL, for he wishes not to appear but to be the best;
SALLUST Catilina liv. Esse, quam videri, bonus malebat, he [sc. Cato] preferred to be good,
rather than to seem good.

oc 1377 LANGLAND Piers Plowman B. X. 253 Suche as thow semest in syghte, be in
assay [trial] y-founde. 1640 G. HERBERT Outlandish Proverbs no. 724 Be what thou
wouldst seeme to be. 1721 J. KELLY Scottish Proverbs 68 Be what you seem, and seem
what you are. The best way! for Hypocrisy is soon discovered. 1865 ‘L. CARROLL
‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland ix. It’s a vegetable. It doesn’t look like one, but it is.
.. the moral of that is—‘Be what you would seem to be.” 1980 G. SIMS in H. Watson
Winter Crimes 12 158 The Benningworth family motto Esse quam videri, “To be rather
than to seem to be’. mappearance

bean see CANDLEMAS day, put beans in the clay, put candles and candle-sticks away.
BEAR and forbear

Cf.EPICTETUS Fragments X. avézov kai améyou, be patient and endure; ERASMUS
Adages 11. vii. 13 sustine et abstine.

01573 T. TUSSER Husbandry (rev. ed.) II. 12V Both beare and forbeare, now and then
as ye may, then wench God a mercy [reward you], thy husband will say. 1688 BUNYAN
Discourse of Building, &c. House of God 53 To bear and forbear here, will tend to rest.
1871 S. SMILES Character xi. The golden rule of married life is, ‘Bear and forbear’.
1940 H. W. THOMPSON Body, Boots & Britches xix. You must take two bears two live
with you—Bear and Forbear. spatience and impatience; tolerance

bear (noun) see don’t SELL the skin till you have caught the bear.
beard see it is MERRY in hall when beards wag all.

beast see when the WIND is in the east, ‘tis neither good for man nor beast.
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If you can’t BEAT them, join them

Lick is more usual in the US.

01941 Q. REYNOLDS Wounded don’t Cry i. There is an old political adage which
says ‘If you can’t lick’em, jine ‘em’. 1953 P. GALLICO Foolish Immortals xvii. It was
vital to him to get the reins back into his own hands again. He remembered an old adage:
‘If you can’t lick ’em, join ‘em.’ 1979 D. LESSING Shikasta 2661 said, Running things,
what’s the point? He said, If you can’t beat them, join them! 1996 Washington Times 2
July B8 Having taken it on the chin so convincingly, brokers have decided that, if you
can’t beat ’em, join ’em. 2002 Washington Times 26 Feb. A20 In fact, he began an
attempt to win over the Catholic party to his side; the Teutonic version of ‘can’t lick *em,
join ’em.’ menemies; self-preservation

beat see also one ENGLISHMAN can beat three Frenchmen; it is easy to find a STICK to
beat a dog; a WOMAN, a dog, and a walnut tree, the more you beat them the better they be.

beautiful see SMALL is beautiful.
BEAUTY draws with a single hair

01591 J. FLORIO Second Fruits 183 Ten teemes of oxen draw much lesse, Than doth
one haire of Helens tresse. 1640 G. HERBERT Outlandish Proverbs no. 685 Beauty
drawes more then oxen. 1666 G. TORRIANO Piazza Universale 199 One hair of a woman
draws more than a hundred yoke of oxen. 1712 POPE Rape of Lock II. 28 And beauty
draws us with a single hair. 1941 ‘M. COLES’ They tell no Tales xxii. Beauty draws me
with a single hair if it’s blonde enough. 1945 R. L. HINE Confessions (ed. 2) 91 The old
adage.. that ‘beauty draws more than oxen.” sbeauty

BEAUTY is in the eye of the beholder

Beauty is not judged objectively, but according to the beholder’s estimation. The idea is a

very old one: THEOCRITUS Idyll vi. 18 '1 79p £p@T1 moAAGKIS. .14 pilcaja Kaia mépavat, for in
the eyes of love that which is not beautiful often seems beautiful. Cf. 1742 HUME Essays
Moral & Political 11. 151 Beauty, properly speaking, lyes.. in the Sentiment or Taste of the
Reader.
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that beauty is in the lover’s eye. 1788 R. CUMBERLAND in Observer 1V. cxviii. Beauty,
gentlemen, is in the eye, I aver it to be in the eye of the beholder and not in the object
itself. 1878 M. W. HUNGERFORD Molly Bawn 1. xii. ‘I have heard she is beautiful—is
she?’ ‘Beauty is in the eye of the beholder,” quotes Marcia. 2001 Spectator 8 Dec. 58 This
at once confirmed the conclusion that I had just reached after studying the photographs of
the child Wladyslaw.. : beauty is not merely in the eye but also in the imagination of the
beholder. sbeauty; love; taste

BEAUTY is only skin-deep

Physical beauty is no guarantee of good character, temperament, etc. Cf.a 1613 T.
OVERBURY Wife (1614) B8V All the carnall beautie of my wife, Is but skinne-deep.

01616 J. DAVIES Select Second Husband B3 Beauty’s but skin-deepe. 1829
COBBETT Advice to Young Men III. cxxix. The less favoured part of the sex say, that
‘beauty is but skin deep’.. but it is very agreeable though, for all that. 1882 E. M.
INGRAHAM Bond & Free xiii. Mother used to say that beauty was only skin deep, but I
never before realized that bones could be so fearfully repulsive. 1978 A. PRICE ‘44
Vintage xix. Beauty is only skin-deep, but it’s only the skin you see. sbeauty

bed see EARLY to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise; as you
MAKE your bed, so you must lie upon it; there goes more to MARRIAGE than four bare legs
in a bed.

bedfellow see ADVERSITY makes strange bedfellows; POLITICS makes strange
bedfellows.

beer see he that DRINKS beer, thinks beer; LIFE isn’t all beer and skittles; TURKEY,
heresy, hops, and beer came into England all in one year.

Where BEES are, there is honey
Cf. L. ubi mel, ibi apes, where there is honey, there are bees.

01616 T. DRAXE Adages 77 Where Bees are, there is honie. 1670 J. RAY English
Proverbs 60 Where Bees are, there is honey. Where there are industrious persons, there is
wealth, for the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 1748 M. FREEMAN Word in Season 6
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Take away the Bees, and.. you shall have no Honey in the Hive,.. but there always will be
Honey where there are Bees. 1931 P. A. TAYLOR Cape Cod Mystery ix. It’d look.. like
they was something afoot, bein’ as how there’s bees where’s honey. massociates;

diligence
beforehand see PAY beforehand was never well served.
beget see LENGTH begets loathing; LOVE begets love.
Set a BEGGAR on horseback, and he’ll ride to the Devil

A proverb (now frequently used elliptically) with many variations, meaning that one
unaccustomed to power or luxury will abuse it or be corrupted by it.

01576 G. PETTIE Petit Palace 76 Set a Beggar on horsebacke, and he wyl neuer
alight. 1592 NASHE Pierce Penniless 1.174 These whelpes.. drawne vp to the heauen of
honor from the dunghill of abiect fortune, haue long been on horseback to come riding to
your Diuelship. 1616 T. ADAMS Sacrifice of Thankfulness 6 He that serues the Flesh
serues his fellow: And a Beggar mounted on the backe of Honour, rides post to the Diuell.
1669 W. WINSTANLEY New Help to Discourse 151 Set a Beggar on Horse-back, and he
will ride to the Devil. 1855 GASKELL North & South 1. X. You know the proverb.. ‘Set a
beggar on horseback, and he’ll ride to the devil,’—well, some of these early
manufacturers did ride to the devil in a magnificent style. 1923 C. WELLS Affair at
Flower Acres ii. I should think your early days of forced economy would have taught you
not to be quite so extravagant. But there’s an old proverb—’Set a beggar on horse-back
— and so forth, that jolly well fits you. 1961 W. H. LEWIS Scandalous Regent X. He
had a good deal of the vulgarity and insolence of the beggar on horseback. =good
fortune; pride

beggar see also SUE a beggar and catch a louse; if WISHES were horses, beggars would
ride.

BEGGARS can’t be choosers

The substitution of can’t for must not is a recent development. Cf. mid 15th-cent. Fr. qui
empruncte ne peult choisir, he who borrows cannot choose.

01546 J. HEYWOOD Dialogue of Proverbs 1. X. D1 Folke say alwaie, beggers shulde
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be no choosers. 1728 VANBRUGH Journey to London 11I. i. My Lords, says I, Beggars
must not be Chusers; but some Place about a thousand a Year.. might do pretty weel.
1888 N. J. CLODFELTER Snatched from Poor House iv. Crawl out O’ that bed! I’spose
you do feel a little bad, but ‘beggars can’t be choosers!” 1939 J. SHEARING Blanche
Fury 72 ‘I suppose.. you would marry any man with a good character and a fine
estate.’.. Beggars can’t be choosers, you mean!’ 2000 J. ALTMAN Gathering of Spies ix.
150 It would ruin the dress, no doubt about that. But beggars couldn’t be choosers. She
drew a breath and then jumped, tucking and rolling as she came out of the train. =

necessity; poverty

begin see CHARITY begins at home; LIFE begins at forty; the LONGEST journey begins
with a single step; when THINGS are at the worst they begin to mend; also BEGUN.

beginning see a GOOD beginning makes a good ending.

begun see the SOONER begun, the sooner done; WELL begun is half done.
beholder see BEAUTY is in the eye of the beholder.

BELIEVE nothing of what you hear, and only half of what you see

Cf. a 1300 Proverbs of Alfred (1907) 35 Gin thu neuere leuen alle monnis spechen, Ne alle
the thinge that thu herest singen; 1770 C. CARROLL Letter 4 Sept. in Maryland Hist. Mag.
(1918) XIII. 58 You must not take Everything to be true that is told to you.

01845 E. A. POE in Graham’s Mag. Nov. 194 You are young yet.. but the time will
arrive when you will learn to judge for yourself. .. Believe nothing you hear, and only one
half that you see. 1933 ‘R. ESSEX’ Slade of Yard xix. It’s a good plan to believe half you
see and nothing you hear. 1979 D. KYLE Green River High ii. I listened with the old
magician’s warning lively in my mind; believe nothing of what you hear—and only half
of what you see! 2002 Washington Times 16 Aug. A19 The Democratic candidates are
lined up, and they are making hot and heavy pitches for our votes. But, as the old saying
goes, believe half of what you see and none of what you hear. srumour; trust and

scepticism

believing see SEEING is believing.
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A BELLOWING cow soon forgets her calf

An excessive show of grief (at a bereavement) quickly passes. Cf. 1553 T. WILSON Art of
Rhetoric 42 The Cowe lackyng her Caulfe, leaueth Loweyng within three or foure daies at the
farthest.

01895 S. O. ADDY Household Tales 142 In the East Riding they say, ‘A bletherin’
coo soon forgets her calf,” meaning that excessive grief does not last long. 1928 London
Mercury Feb. 439 Common proverb in the West Country is ‘A belving cow soon forgets
her calf. 1945 F. THOMPSON Lark Rise xxxiv. When a woman, newly widowed, had
tried to throw herself into her husband’s grave at his funeral.. some one.. said drily.. ‘Ah,
you wait. The bellowing cow’s always the first to forget its calf.” sforgetfulness; words
and deeds

belly see what is GOT over the Devil’s back is spent under his belly.

bent see as the TWIG is bent, so is the tree inclined.

All’s for the BEST in the best of all possible worlds

This saying translates Voltaire’s Tout est pour le mieux dans le meilleur des mondes
possibles, the observation which the philosophical optimist Dr Pangloss in Candide (1759)
persists in making, despite overwhelming evidence to the contrary.

01911 G. B. SHAW Shewing-up of Blanco Posnet 299 The administrative departments
were consuming miles of red tape in the correctest forms of activity, and everything was
for the best in the best of all possible worlds. 1943 A. CHRISTIE Moving Finger XV. 1
agreed with happy Miss Emily that everything was for the best in the best of possible
worlds. 1961 WODEHOUSE Ice in Bedroom ii. Fate had handed him the most stupendous
bit of goose [luck] and.. all was for the best in this best of all possible worlds. scontent
and discontent; optimism

The BEST is the enemy of the good

Alsothe GOOD is the enemy of the best. Cf.1770 VOLTAIRE Questions sur
L’Encyclopédie 11. 250 c’est bien ici qu’on peut dire Il meglio e I’inimico del bene, and 1772
La Béguele in (Euvres Complétes (1877) X. 50 le mieux est |’ennemi du bien.
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01861 R. C. TRENCH Commentary on Epistles to Seven Churches in Asia p. v. “The
best is oftentimes the enemy of the good’; and.. many a good book has remained
unwritten .. because there floated before the mind’s eye.. the ideal of a better or a best.
1925 Times 1 Dec. 16 This is not the first time in the history of the world when the best
has been the enemy of the good;.. one single step on.. solid ground may be more
profitable than a more ambitious flight. 1960 D. JONES Letter 1 June in R. Hague Dai
Greatcoat (1980) III. 182 Tom told me a very good Spanish proverb: ‘The best is the
enemy of the good.” 1981 Times 2 Mar. 13 To maintain that all that a school provides
must be provided free makes the best the enemy of the good. =good things

The BEST-laid schemes of mice and men gang aft agley

Often used allusively in shortened form (see quot. 1911). Gang aft agley means ‘often go

b

awry’.

01786 BURNS Poems 140 The best laid schemes o’ Mice an’ Men, Gang aft agley.
1911 D. H. LAWRENCE Letter 21 Sept. (1979) 1. 305 I am sorry the bookbinding has
gone pop. But there ‘The best laid schemes’ etc. etc. 1996 H. P. JEFFERS Reader’s Guide
to Murder xxvii. 179 But, like the man said, ‘The best laid plans of mice and men often
go awry.’ sintentions; wanting and having

The BEST of friends must part

Cf. ¢ 1385 CHAUCER Troilus & Criseyde v. 343 Alwey frendes may nat ben yfeere [may
not be together].

01611 G. CHAPMAN May-Day IV. 70 Friends must part, we came not all together,
and we must not goe all together. 1685 J. DUNTON in Publications of Prince Society
(1867) 10 But the dearest friends must part. 1784 J. F. D. SMYTH Tour in USA 1. xxxvii.
Sooner or later, all, even the dearest of friends, must part. 1821 SCOTT Kenilworth 1. xi.
“You are going to leave me, then?’.. ‘The best of friends must part, Flibbertigibbet.” 1979
W. GOLDING Darkness Visible ii. ‘Aren’t there going to be any more lessons?’.. ‘The
best of friends must part.” wabsence; friends

The BEST of men are but men at best
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The General Lambert referred to in quot. 1680 was the Parliamentarian commander John
Lambert (1619-83), who played an important role in Cromwell’s military victories over the
Royalists in the English Civil War.

01680 J. AUBREY Letter 15 June in Brief Lives (1898) 1. 12 I remember one sayeing
of generall Lambert’s, that ‘the best of men are but men at best’. 1885 T. HARLEY Moon
Lore 191 We can but repeat to ourselves the saying, ‘The best of men are but men at
best’. 2006 Africa News 16 April (online) The suave and customer-friendly postal officers
exercised the required social graces, ensuring that their customer understood, even
sympathised with, these seemingly able and efficient Kenyans, toiling under an imperfect
international postal system. After all, ‘the best of men are men at best.” shuman nature;

pragmatism; virtue

The BEST things come in small packages

Parcels sometimes replaces packages. Cf. 13th-cent. Fr. menue[s] parceles ensemble sunt
beles, small packages considered together are beautiful; 1659 J. HOWELL Proverbs (French)
10 The best ointments are put in little boxes.

01877 B. FARJEON Letter 22 Jan. in E. Farjeon Nursery in Nineties (1935) V. As the
best things are (said to be) wrapped in small parcels (proverb), I select the smallest sheet
of paper I can find.. to make you acquainted with the.. state of affairs. 1979 R. THOMAS
Eighth Dwarf xviii. ‘The little gentleman.’.. “The best things sometimes come in small
packages,’ Jackson said, wincing at his own banality. 2002 Country Life 15 Aug. 61 Back
at the lodge, the scales turn at 18 pounds, four ounces—my personal best, and an {iiber-
trout by any standards. .. Sometimes good things come in big packages. sgreat and small

The BEST things in life are free

01927 B. G. DE SILVA et al. Best Things in Life are Free (song) 3 The moon belongs
to ev’ryone, The best things in life are free, The stars belong to ev’ryone, They gleam
there for you and me. 1955 W. GADDIS Recognitions II. ii. Someone once told them the
best things in life are free, and so they’ve got in the habit of not paying. 2002 Washington
Post 12 Jan. C12 The best things in life are free—friendships and sunshine still cost
nothing—but some of the worst things are also free. sgood things; money

It is BEST to be on the safe side
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sure side. 1811 J. AUSTEN Sense & Sensibility 111. iv. Determining to be on the safe side,
he made his apology in form as soon as he could say any thing. 1847 MARRYAT
Children of New Forest 1. xi. Be on the safe side, and do not trust him too far. 1935 L. I.
WILDER Little House on Prairie iii. Best to be on the safe side, it saves trouble in the
end. 1981 Economist 28 Nov. 100 The Rowland-Molina hypothesis about the damaging
effects of CFCs has not been disproved, so it is best to be on the safe side. sprudence;

security

best see also ACCIDENTS will happen (in the best-regulated families); ATTACK is the
best form of defence; the best DEFENSE is a good offense; why should the DEVIL have all
the best tunes?; the best DOCTORS are Dr Diet, Dr Quiet, and Dr Merryman; EAST, west,
home’s best; EXPERIENCE is the best teacher; FIRST thoughts are best; FIRST up, best
dressed; the GOOD is the enemy of the best; HONESTY is the best policy; HOPE for the best
and prepare for the worst; HUNGER is the best sauce; he LAUGHS best who laughs last;
LAUGHTER is the best medicine; if you have to LIVE in the river, it is best to be friends with
the crocodile; it is best to be OFF with the old love before you are on with the new; an old
POACHER makes the best gamekeeper; SECOND thoughts are best; SILENCE is a woman’s
best garment.

BETTER a century of tyranny than one day of chaos

Ibn Taymiyyah (or Taimiya) was a fourteenth-century scholar of Damascus; this saying
seems to have originated in his Kitdb al-Siyasa al-Shar’iya (Book of Divinely Ordered
[literally, ‘Sharia’] Politics) written ¢ 1311-15 (see quot. 1966).

01966 F. RAHMAN Islam 239 Ibn Tamiya immediately follows up the.. alleged
Hadith with the quotation, ‘sixty days of an unjust ruler are much better than one night of
lawlessness’. 1994 H. MUTALIB Islam in Malaysia 64 Ibn Taymiyyah maintained that it
is better to suffer a corrupt leadership for sixty days rather than face one day of chaos and
anarchy. 2004 ‘Taking Hostages’ on www.pbs.org 30 Sept. You know there’s a very
famous Arab saying that says.. something like 40 years of tyranny, not one day of chaos.
And this chaos.. that has engulfed Iraq for the last year and a half is just devastating for
the prospects of any future American backed government in Iraq. 2007 posting in Arizona
Republic on www.azcentral.com 22 Jan. I wonder if, before waging war against Iraq,
President Bush had ever heard the famous Arab saying: ‘Better a century of tyranny than
one day of chaos.’ srulers and ruled

BETTER a dinner of herbs than a stalled ox where hate is
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Herbs here is used in the archaic sense of ’plants of which the leaves are used as food’, and
a stalled ox is one that is fattened in a stall for slaughter. With allusion to PROVERBS xv. 17
(Geneva (1560) translation, which is closely followed by AV) Better is a dinner of green herbs
where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.

01817 S. SMITH Letter 13 Mar. in S. Holland Memoir (1855) II. 138 When you think
of that amorous and herbivorous parish of Covent Garden, and compare it with my
agricultural benefice, you will say, ‘Better is the dinner of herbs where love is, than the
stalled ox,’ etc. etc. 1914 ‘SAKI’ Beasts & Super-Beasts 227 The ox had finished the
vase-flowers.. and appeared to be thinking of leaving its rather restricted quarters. .. I
forget how the proverb runs. .. Something about ‘better a dinner of herbs than a stalled ox
where hate is’. 1979 J. DRUMMOND I saw Him Die viii. Lunch was a silent affair. .. I
said, ‘““Better a dinner of herbs than a stalled ox where hate is.” ¢ mcontent and
discontent; food and drink; malice

BETTER a good cow than a cow of a good kind

A good character is better than a distinguished family.

01922 J. BUCHAN Huntingtower X. I’'m no weel acquaint wi’ his forbears, but I’'m
weel eneuch acquaint wi’ Sir Erchie, and ‘better a guid coo than a coo o’ a guid kind’, as
my mither used to say. sfamily; human nature

BETTER are small fish than an empty dish

01678 J. RAY English Proverbs 204 Better are small fish then an empty dish. 1862 A.
HISLOP Proverbs of Scotland 171 Sma’ fish are better than nane. 1874 painted on
cornice at Ascott House, Wing, Bucks., UK. Better are small fish than an empty dish.
1971 J. GLUSKI Proverbs 133 Better are small fish than an empty dish. 2000 Pravda
(English version, online ed.) 17 Oct. Why should the great ones of this world settle such
particular questions? However, the answer is simple: better a small fish than an empty
dish. =content and discontent

BETTER be an old man’s darling, than a young man’s slave

01546 J. HEYWOOD Dialogue of Proverbs I1. vii. 13V Many yeres sens, my mother
seyd to me, Hyr elders wold saie, it ys better to be An olde mans derlyng, then a yong
mans werlyng [object of scorn]. 1721 J. KELLY Scottish Proverbs 74 Better an old Man’s
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Darling, than a young Man’s Wonderling, say the Scots, Warling, say the English. 1859 J.
R. PLANCHE Love & Fortune 8 Let defeated rivals snarling, Talk of one foot in the
grave. Better be an old man’s darling, Than become a young man’s slave. 1980 J.
MARCUS Marsh Blood ix. Find yourself an older man. Much better to be an old man’s
darling, than a young man’s slave. 1992 ‘C. AIRD’ ‘Man Who Rowed for Shore’ in Injury
Time (1995) 14 [S]he had been brought up by her mother on the well-attested aphorism
that it was better to be an old man’s darling than a young’s [sic] man’s slave .. slove;
wives and husbands

BETTER be envied than pitied

Cf. PINDAR Pythian Odes 1. 163 *PE0GY 7ap olKTipjio plovoc, envy is stronger than pity;
HERODOTUS Hist. iii. 52 @fovécotlar kpéaaov éoti ij oixteipeatiar, it is better to be envied than
to be pitied; mid 15th-cent. Fr. trop plus vaut estre envié que plaint, it is much better to be
envied than pitied; ERASMUS Adages 1V. iv. 87 praestat invidiosum esse quam miserabilem.

01546 J. HEYWOOD Dialogue of Proverbs i. xi. D2V Sonne, better be envied then
pitied, folke sey. a 1631 DONNE Poems (1633) 94 Men say, and truly, that they better be
Which be envyed then pittied. 1902 G. W. E. RUSSELL Onlooker’s Note-Book xxxiii.
Her friend responded sympathetically, ‘My dear, I’d much rather be envied than pitied.” =
malice; pity

BETTER be out of the world than out of the fashion

01639 J. CLARKE Paremiologia Anglo-Latina 171 As good out of th’ world as out o’
th’ fashion. 1738 SWIFT Polite Conversation ii. 117 ‘Why, Tom, you are high in the
Mode.’ .. ‘It is better to be out of the World, than out of the Fashion.” 1903 E. F.
MAITLAND From Window in Chelsea 1V. Women seem seldom hindered by lack of
money when it is a case of follow-my-leader. ‘Better be out of the world than out of the
fashion.’ 1935 J. MAXTON If I were Dictator i. Dictatorships are fashionable just now.
There was an old-time song which said ‘If you are out of the fashion you had better leave
the world.” mnovelty

BETTER be safe than sorry
Now very often in the form better safe than sorry.

01837 S. LOVER Rory O’More 1I. xxi. ‘Jist countin’ them,—is there any harm in
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that?’ said the tinker: ‘it’s betther be sure than sorry’. 1933 Radio Times 14 Apr. 125
Cheap distempers very soon crack or fade. Better be safe than sorry. Ask for Hall’s. 1972
J. WILSON Hide & Seek vii. It’s not that I want to shut you in.. but—well, it’s better to
be safe than sorry. 2002 Washington Post 12 Jan. C10 (Garfield comic strip) ‘You're
breaking up with me? But we’ve never dated. You don’t want to take any chances?’
‘Better safe than sorry.” sprudence; security

BETTER late than never

Cf. DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS Roman Antiquities ix. 9 kpeittov ydp éotiv o

dpcactiar Ta 0GovTa mpATTEY IHOETOTE, §4 o hatter to start doing what one has to late than not at

all; LIVY Hist. IV. ii. potius sero quam nunquam.

c 1330 in C. Keller Die Mittelenglische Gregoriuslegende (1941) 146 A. Better is lat
than neuer blinne [cease] Our soules to maken fre. c 1450 LYDGATE Assembly of Gods
(EETS) 1.1204 Vyce to forsake ys bettyr late then neuer. 1546 J. HEYWOOD Dialogue of
Proverbs i. x. C4 Things done, can not be vndoone,.. But better late then neuer to repent
this. 1708 S. OCKLEY Conquest of Syria 1. 276 Whilst he was murdering the unhappy
Aleppians, Caled (better late than never) came to their Relief. 1954 A. HUXLEY Letter
16 Sept. (1969) 711 I am sorry your holiday will have to be postponed so long; but better
late than never. 2002 Washington Post 17 Feb. SC4 (Sally Forth comic strip) ‘Consider
these a “late Valentine’s Day” bouquet.” ‘It was three days ago.’ ‘I know, but better late
than never, I always say.’ ‘Better never late, I always say.’ slateness

BETTER one house spoiled than two

Said of two foolish or wicked people joined in marriage and troubling only themselves.
Spoiled (or spilled [destroyed]) is sometimes contrasted with filled (see quots. 1670 and
1805).

01586 T. B. tr. de la Primaudaye’s French Academy xlvi. The wicked and reprobate,
of whom that common proverbe is spoken, that it is better one house be troubled with
them than twaine. 1587 R. GREENE Penelope’s Web V. 162 The old prouerb is fulfild,
better one house troubled than two. 1670 J. RAY English Proverbs 51 Better one house
fill’d then two spill’d. This we use when we hear of a bad Jack who hath married as bad a
Jyll. 1805 W. BENTLEY Diary 28 May (1911) III. 161 One of the company discovering a
disposition to speak much of his own wife.. the Gen. observed.. One house filled was
better than two spoiled. 1924 Folk-Lore XXXV. 358 Better one house spoilt than two
(said when a witless a man marries a foolish woman). smarriage
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The BETTER the day, the better the deed

Frequently used to justify working on a Sunday or religious festival. Cf. early 14th-cent.
Fr. a bon jour bone euvre, for a good day, a good deed.

01607 MIDDLETON Michaelmas Term 1II1. i. Why, do you work a’ Sundays, tailor?
The better day the better deed, we think. 1721 J. KELLY Scottish Proverbs 328 The better
Day, the better Deed. I never heard this used but when People say that they did such an ill
thing on Sunday. 1896 J. C. HUTCHESON Crown & Anchor xiii. The better the day, the
better the deed.. It was only the Pharisees who objected to any necessary work being done
on the Sabbath. 1995 D. WILLIAMS Death of Prodigal ‘And he was coming back here
with us after, for Sunday lunch. I’ve just cleaned the car in his honour, too. The better the
day, the better the deed, like.” maction and inaction

BETTER the devil you know than the devil you don’t know

Cf. 1539 R. TAVERNER tr. Erasmus’ Adages 48 Nota res mala, optima. An euyl thynge
knowen is best. It is good kepyng of a shrew [a scolding or ill-tempered woman] that a man
knoweth; 1576 G. PETTIE Petit Palace 84 You had rather keepe those whom you know,
though with some faultes, then take those whom you knowe not, perchaunce with moe faultes;
1586 D. ROWLAND tr. Lazarillo de Tormes H6Y The olde prouerbe: Better is the euill
knowne, than the good which is yet to knowe.

01857 TROLLOPE Barchester Towers 11. vii. ‘Better the d—you know than the d—
you don’t know,’ is an old saying.. but the bishop had not yet realised the truth of it. 1937
W. H. SAUMAREZ SMITH Letter 16 May in Young Man’s Country (1977) ii. Habit has
practically made me resigned to Madaripur—’Better the devil you know than the devil
you don’t.” 1987 S. STEWART Lifting the Latch 166 I knowed he’d never change, it ‘ud
always be ‘Don’t-be-so-daft’ and no appreciation; but better the Black ‘un thee knows
than the devil thee don’t. 2007 Times 14 Sept. 28 More than half (54 per cent) think that it
is time for a change, while about two fifths (43 per cent) say that it is ‘better to stick with
the devil you know’. sfamiliarity

It is BETTER to be born lucky than rich

01639 J. CLARKE Paremiologia Anglo-Latina 49 Better to have good fortune then be
a rich mans child. 1784 New Foundling Hospital for Wit (new ed.) IV. 128 Estate and
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honours!—mere caprich! Better be fortunate than rich: Since oft me find..Is verify’d what
proverbs prate. 1846 M. A. DENHAM Denham Tracts (1892) 1. 224 Better to be born
lucky than rich. 1926 D. H. LAWRENCE in Harper’s Bazaar July 97 ‘Then what is luck,
mother?’ ‘It’s what causes you to have money. If you are lucky you have money. That’s
why it’s better to be born lucky than rich. If you’re rich you may lose your money. But if
you’re lucky, you will always get more money.” 1980 T. MORGAN Somerset Maugham
XV. This was Maugham at his most lighthearted, exposing the fallacy of the moralist
position. ‘I’'m glad to be able to tell you that it has a moral,” he said, ‘and that is: it’s
better to be born lucky than to be born rich.’ sluck; riches

BETTER to die on your feet than live on your knees

Cf. 1936 D. IBARRURI speech 3 Sept Il vaut mieux mourir debout que de vivre a genoux!
The saying is also attributed to the Mexican revolutionary leader Emiliano Zapata (1879-
1919).

01941 Charleston Gazette 25 June 6/2 The president puts it in another way at
Cambridge when he says: “We would rather die on our feet that live on our knees’. 1955
Evening Standard (Uniontown, Pennsylvania) 18 Aug. 4/1 We face the fact that it
demoralizes concepts that have perennially ruled the minds of free men. ‘It is better to
die on one’s feet that live on one’s knees’ is no longer bravely proclaimed. In an atomic
war people neither die on their feet nor live on their knees. 1993 Washington Post 7
March (online) Better to die on your feet than live on your knees. Yeah. But what about
sitting around in a Designated Smoking Area? Is that living? 2007 Times Magazine 1
Sept. 90 Few sights induce such ambivalence in me as a bird in a cage. [They] may live
up to 15 years in captivity, as opposed to three or four in the wild, a classic quality versus
quantity dilemma.. Better to die on your feet, surely, or, er, talons, or wings, I suppose,
than live on your knees.. If owls have knees. scourage

It is BETTER to give than to receive

The AV form is also used (see quot. 2001): ACTS xx. 35 It is more blessed to give, than to
receive.

oc 1390 GOWER Confessio Amantis v. 7725 Betre is to yive than to take. c 1527 T.
BERTHELET tr. Erasmus’ Sayings of Wise Men B2 It is better to gyue than to take, for he
that takethe a gyfte of another is bonde to quyte [repay] it, so that his lyberte is gone.
1710 S. PALMER Proverbs 351 ‘Tis better to Give than to Receive, but yet ‘tis Madness
to give so much Charity to Others, as to become the Subject of it our Selves. 1980 Times
(Christmas Supplement) 15 Nov. p. i. There is no harm in reminding your relatives and

www.rajteachers.com



friends that it is better to give than to receive. 2001 Washington Times 2 July B9 (Herb &
Jamaal comic strip)’Herb, you know the old saying: “It is more blessed to give than to
receive.” * “‘What, presents?’ ‘No, advice.’” sgiving and receiving

BETTER to have loved and lost, than never to have loved at all

01700 CONGREVE Way of World 11. i. Say what you will, ‘tis better to be left, than
never to have lov’d. 1812 G. CRABBE Tales xiv. Better to love amiss than nothing to
have lov’d. 1850 TENNYSON In Memoriam xxvii. 44 ‘Tis better to have loved and lost
Than never to have loved at all. 1953 B. PYM Jane & Prudence i. One wondered if it was
really better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all, when poor Prudence
seemed to have lost so many times. 2002 Times 2 15 Oct. 9 That cliché, it is better to
have loved and lost than never to have loved at all, applies to me. slove, blighted

BETTER to light one candle than to curse the darkness

The motto of the American Christopher Society (founded 1945), said by the society to
derive from ‘an ancient Chinese proverb’.

01962 Adlai Stevenson in New York Times 8 Nov. 34 She [Eleanor Roosevelt] would
rather light a candle than curse the darkness, and her glow has warmed the world. 2000
Straits Times (online ed.) 26 Aug. He is certainly one who believes it is better to light a
candle than to curse the darkness. 2002 Spectator 12 Jan. 26 A fortnight ago, protesters..
wound their way on a candlelit walk through deep snow from the forest up into the
citadel. ‘There is an English saying,” one of them.. told me. ‘It is better to light a candle
than to curse the darkness.’ maction and inaction

BETTER to live one day as a tiger than a thousand years as a sheep
Recorded as the view of Tipu Sahib ¢ 1750-99, sultan of Mysore in India; see quot. 1800.

01800 A. BEATSON View of Origin and Conduct of War with Tippoo Sultaun x. 153
‘In this world I would rather live two days like a tiger, than two hundred years like a
sheep.’ 1997 Daily Telegraph (online ed.) 8 Mar. The title of Anne Haverty’s novel [ One
Day as a Tiger] derives from an old Tibetan proverb: ‘It is better to have lived one day as
a tiger than a thousand years as a sheep. maction and inaction; boldness

www.rajteachers.com



BETTER to marry than to burn

With allusion to I CORINTHIANS vii. 89 (AV) I say therefore to the unmarried and
widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I. But if they cannot contain, let them marry:
for it is better to marry than to burn.

01911 G. B. SHAW Getting Married 116 St Paul’s reluctant sanction of marriage; ..
his contemptuous ‘better to marry than to burn’ is only out of date in respect of his belief
that the end of the world was at hand and that there was therefore no longer any
population question. 1973 J. PORTER Murder with Dover 58 ‘You didn’t approve?’ Miss
Marsh pursed her lips. ‘“We are told it is better to marry than to burn,” she said. ‘And he
could have done worse, I suppose.’ 2000 Washington Times 15 Nov. E12 (Herb & Jamaal
comic strip) [T]hey say,.. ‘It is better to marry than to burn’.. But I’ll tell ya, among the
things they say, what I’m most curious about is.. who are ‘they’? smarriage

Itis BETTER to travel hopefully than to arrive

01881 R. L. STEVENSON Virginibus Puerisque IV. 190 To travel hopefully is a
better thing than to arrive, and the true success is to labour. 1918 D. H. LAWRENCE in
English Review Jan. 29 Love is strictly a travelling. ‘It is better to travel than to arrive,’
somebody has said. 1959 ‘J. DUNCAN’ My Friend Muriel 11. 83 Remember,.. it is better
to travel hopefully than to arrive. The satisfaction lies mainly in the travelling. 2002
Rough News Spring 2 (comic strip)‘They say it’s better to travel than to arrive.” ‘“They”
have obviously never been on this bus!’ sexpectation; optimism; travel

BETTER to wear out than to rust out

It is better to remain active than to succumb to idleness: used particularly with reference to
elderly people. Frequently attributed in its current form to Bishop Richard Cumberland (d.
1718). Cf. 1557 R. EDGEWORTH Sermons A1V Better it is to shine with laboure, then to
rouste for idlenes; 1598 SHAKESPEARE Henry IV, Pt. 2 1. ii. 206 I were better to be eaten to
death with a rust than to be scoured to nothing with perpetual motion.

01820 in Southey Life of Wesley I1. xxv. I had rather wear out than rust out. 1834 M.
EDGEWORTH Helen I1I. xiii. Helen.. trembled for her health.. but she repeated her
favourite maxim—’Better to wear out, than to rust out.” 1947 S. BELLOW Victim xvii. It
was better to wear out than to rust out, as was often quoted. He was a hard worker
himself. 1972 Times 24 May 16 ‘A man will rust out sooner’n he’ll wear out’ is one of his
oft-repeated maxims. waction and inaction; old age
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BETTER wed over the mixen than over the moor

It is better to marry a neighbour than a stranger. For mixen, see quot. 1661.

oa 1628 in M. L. Anderson Proverbs in Scots (1957) no. 320 Better to wow [wo0]
over middin, nor [than] over mure. a 1661 T. FULLER Worthies (Cheshire) 174 Better
Wed over the Mixon [midden] then over the Moor.. that is, hard by or at home, Mixon
being that heap of Compost which lyeth in the yards of good husbands. 1818 SCOTT
Heart of Midlothian III. vi. He might hae dune waur [worse] than married me. .. Better
wed over the mixen as over the moor, as they say in Yorkshire. 1874 T. HARDY Far from
Madding Crowd 1. xxii. ‘That means matrimony.’ .. ‘Well, better wed over the mixen
than over the moor,’ said Laban Tall. sfamiliarity; marriage

better see also DISCRETION is the better part of valour; the GREY mare is the better
horse; a LIVE dog is better than a dead lion.

BETWEEN two stools one falls to the ground

Inability to choose between, or accommodate oneself to, alternative viewpoints or courses
of action is likely to end in disaster. Now more common in the metaphorical phrase to fall
between two stools. Cf. medieval L. labitur enitens sellis herere duabus, he falls trying to sit
on two seats; also current in early 16th-cent. German (woodcut in Thomas Murner’s
Schelmenzunft, 1516).

oc 1390 GOWER Confessio Amantis TV. 626 Thou farst [farest] as he betwen tuo
stoles That wolde sitte and goth to grounde. ¢ 1530 R. HILL Commonplace Book (EETS)
129 Betwen two stolis, the ars goth to grwnd. 1841 DICKENS Old Curiosity Shop 1.
xxxiii. She was.. still in daily occupation of her old stool opposite to that of her brother
Sampson. And equally certain it is, by the way, that between these two stools a great
many people had come to the ground. 1907 W. DE MORGAN Alice-for-Short xvi. Your
mother wants to put it off on me. .. But I won’t be let into saying anything. .. Charles saw
that between the two stools the young couple wouldn’t fall to the ground, but would go to
the altar. 1979 A. CHISHOLM Nancy Cunard xxi. Politically, Nancy had fallen between
stools. sdecision and indecision

beware see let the BUYER beware; beware of an OAK it draws the stroke.
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bicycle see a WOMAN without a man is like a fish without a bicycle.

Never BID the Devil good morrow until you meet him

01873 J. MORRIS Wanderings of Vagabond ii. 19 The firm of Giles & Morris never
looked ahead to meet trouble, but were firm believers in an old Irish adage, which affirms
that, ‘It’s time enough to bid the devil good morning when you meet him.” 1905 A.
CARNEGIE James Watt iv. 77 Roebuck, on the contrary, continued hopeful and
energetic, and often rallied his pessimistic partner on his propensity to look upon the dark
side. He was one of those who adhered to the axiom, ‘Never bid the devil good-morning
till you meet him.’ 1923 Seanad Eireann 14 June (electronic ed.) MR. LINEHAN: Have
you any indication as to whether the National Health Insurance Bill will be certified as a
Money Bill? It looks very like the Unemployment Insurance Bill. AN
CATHAOIRLEACH: It may be, but never bid the devil good morrow until you meet him.
MR. LINEHAN: It may be too late then. 1929 F. D. GRIERSON Green Diamond Mystery
vi. 66 By the time they reached Calais Kit had wisely resolved, in the classic phrase, not
to bid the Devil good-morrow till he met him; in other words, to wait until he saw June,
and then be guided by her reception of him. 1998 Beloit Daily News 19 Mar. (electronic
ed.) Over the weekend, Ryan responded to hypothetical questions about having Fitzgerald
on the ticket by saying ‘We should never bid the devil good morning until we meet him.’
=good and evil

BIG fish eat little fish

oa 1200 Old English Homilies (EETS) 2nd Ser. 179 The more [bigger] fishes in the se
eten the lasse [smaller]. ¢ 1300 in J. Small English Metrical Homilies (1862) 136 Al this
werld es bot a se,.. And gret fisches etes the smale. For riche men of this werd [world]
etes, That pouer [the poor] wit thair travail getes. 1608 SHAKESPEARE Pericles 11. i. 27
Master, I marvel how the fishes live in the sea.—Why, as men do a-land—the great ones
eat up the little ones. 1979 New Society 6 Dec. 557 The state today.. seems like nothing so
much [as] a huge aquarium. .. Big fish eat little fish, and the great fish eat the big. sgreat
and small

BIG fleas have little fleas upon their backs to bite them, and little fleas have lesser
fleas, and so ad infinitum

01733 SWIFT Poems II. 651 The Vermin only teaze and pinch Their Foes superior by
an Inch. So Nat’ralists observe, a Flea Hath smaller Fleas that on him prey, And these
have smaller Fleas to bite ’em, And so proceed ad infinitum. 1872 A. DE MORGAN
Budget of Paradoxes 377 Great fleas have little fleas upon their backs to bite em, And
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little fleas have lesser fleas, and so ad infinitum. And the great fleas themselves, in turn,
have greater fleas to go on; While these again have greater still, and greater still, and so
on. 1979 R. BARNARD Posthumous Papers ii. There will be a long article in the Sunday
Chronicle. . and I’'m afraid the Sunday Grub has got onto the story as well. Big fleas and
little fleas, you know—. 2001 Times 22 Dec. 19 They [CERN scientists] would identify
another lacuna in our knowledge which would require even bigger and better facilities to
decide whether it could or could not be explained. ‘Great fleas have little fleas upon their
backs to bite ’em, and little fleas have lesser fleas and so ad infinitum.’ wassociates;
great and small

big see also PROVIDENCE is always on the side of the big battalions; SPEAK softly and
carry a big stick.

The BIGGER they are, the harder they fall

Commonly attributed to the boxer Robert Fitzsimmons, prior to a fight c 1900 (see quot.
1902). (Come is sometimes used instead of are; see quot. 1971.) A similar form is however
found in earlier related proverbs, such as: 1493 H. PARKER Dives & Pauper R7V It is more
synne in the man For the higher degre [position] the harder is the fal; 1670 J. RAY English
Proverbs 102 The higher standing the lower fall. The idea can be traced back at least as far as
the 4th-cent. AD Latin poet Claudian (In Rufinum 1. 22 Tolluntur in altum Ut lapsu graviore
ruant, men are raised on high in order that they may fall more heavily).

01902 National Police Gazette 27 Sept. 6 ‘If 1 can get close enough,” he
[Fitzsimmons] once said, ‘I’ll guarantee to stop almost anybody. The bigger the man, the
heavier the fall.” 1927 ‘C. BOYER’ Mosaic Earring i. ‘I haven’t seen.. even an imitation
of the blossom I would have to find before I surrender my sweet freedom.” ‘The bigger
they are, the harder they fall.” 1971 J. CLIFF (song-title) The bigger they come the harder
they fall. 1981 H. & B. BRETT Promises to Keep ix. ‘I thought a big, beautiful place like
this would be an exception to the general decline.” ‘Sometimes,” Mrs. Benjamin said
sagely, ‘the bigger they are, the harder they fall.” 2002 New Scientist 30 Mar. 14
(headline) The bigger you are, the harder you fall. sgreat and small; misfortune

bill see DEATH pays all debts.
billet see every BULLET has its billet.

bind see SAFE bind, safe find.
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binding see you can’t tell a BOOK by its cover.
A BIRD in the hand is worth two in the bush

It is better to accept or be content with what one has than to try to get more and risk losing
everything. Cf. 13th-cent. L. plus valet in manibus avis unica quam dupla silvis, one bird in
the hands is worth more than two in the woods. Parodied by the American actress Mae West
(1892-1980) in the 1934 movie Belle of the Nineties: ‘A man in the house is worth two in the
street.’

oc 1450 J. CAPGRAVE Life of St. Katharine (EETS) II. iii. It is more sekyr [certain]
a byrd in your fest, Than to haue three in the sky a-boue. c 1470 Harley MS 3362 f.4
Betyr ysa byrd in the hond than tweye in the wode. 1581 N. WOODES Conflict of
Conscience 1V. i. You haue spoken reasonably, but yet as they say, One Birde in the
hande, is worth two in the bush. 1678 BUNYAN Pilgrim’s Progress 1. 42 That Proverb, A
Bird in the hand is worth two in the Bush, is of more Authority with them, then are all..
testimonies of the good of the world to come. 1973 G. GREENE Honorary Consul 11. iii.
We have an expression in English—A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. I don’t
know anything about that ‘afterwards’. I only know I would like to live another ten years.
2002 Oxford Times 18 Jan. 15 The firm could realise a very good price now. .. The
situation may not be as good as this in three or four years. A bird in the hand is worth two
in the bush. sprudence; risk

A BIRD never flew on one wing
Mainly Scottish and Irish. Now frequently used to justify a further gift, esp. another drink.

01721 J. KELLY Scottish Proverbs 308 The Bird must flighter [flutter] that flies with
one Wing. Spoken by them who have Interest only in one side of the House. 1824 S.
FERRIER Inheritance I11. xxxii. ‘The bird maun flichter that flees wi’ ae wing’—but ye’s
haud up your head yet in spite o’ them a’. 1914 K. F. PURDON Folk of Furry Farm ii. He
held out a shilling to Hughie. ‘A bird never yet flew upon the one wing, Mr. Heffernan!’
said Hughie, that was looking to get another shilling. 1925 S. O’CASEY Juno & Paycock
I11. 89 Fourpence, given to make up the price of a pint, on th’ principle that no bird ever
flew on wan wing. 1980 J. O’FAOLAIN No Country for Young Men iii. I’ll just have
another quick one. A bird never flew on wan wing. sfood and drink

bird see also as good be an ADDLED egg as an idle bird; you cannot CATCH old birds
with chaff; the EARLY bird catches the worm; FINE feathers make fine birds; it’s an ILL bird
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that fouls its own nest; in vain the NET is spread in the sight of the bird.
There are no BIRDS in last year’s nest
Circumstances have altered.

01620 T. SHELTON tr. Cervantes’ Don Quixote I1. 1xxiv. I pray you go not on so fast,
since that in the nests of the last yeere, there are no birds of this yeere. Whilom
[formerly] I was a foole, but now I am wise. 1732 T. FULLER Gnomologia no. 4863
There are no Birds this Year, in last year’s Nest. 1845 LONGFELLOW Poems 62 All
things are new..even the nest beneath the eaves;—There are no birds in last year’s nest.
1946 H. MCELROY Unkindly Cup 1. ii. 23 ‘I am not as bad, or as unfeeling as I sound. It
was my memory that was groaning—not the other part of my anatomy.” ‘““There are no
birds in last year’s nests”,” Bland quoted sententiously. schange; circumstances

BIRDS in their little nests agree

A nursery proverb, also used as a direction, which states that young children should not
argue among themselves.

01715 I. WATTS Divine Songs 25 Birds in their little Nests agree; And ‘tis a
shameful Sight, When Children of one Family Fall out, and chide, and fight. 1868 L. M.
ALCOTT Little Women 1i. ‘Birds in their little nests agree,” sang Beth, the peacemaker.
1961 J. STEINBECK Winter of our Discontent 1. i. ‘Birds in their little nests agree,” he
said. ‘So why can’t we?.. You kids can’t get along even on a pretty morning.” 1980 A. T.
ELLIS Birds of Air (1983) 52 Her mother used to say to her and Mary: ‘Birds in their

little nests agree.” sharmony and disharmony

BIRDS of a feather flock together

People of the same (usually, unscrupulous) character associate with one another, as do
birds of the same species. Cf. APOCRYPHA Ecclesiasticus xxvii. 9 (AV) The birds will resort
unto their like, so will truth return unto them that practise in her.

01545 W. TURNER Rescuing of Romish Fox B8 Byrdes of on kynde and color flok
and flye allwayes together. 1599 J. MINSHEU Spanish Grammar 83 Birdes of a feather
will flocke together. 1660 W. SECKER Nonsuch Professor 81 Our English Proverb.. That
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birds of a feather will flock together. To be too intimate with sinners, is to intimate that
you are sinners. 1828 BULWER-LYTTON Pelham III. xv. It is literally true in the
systematised roguery of London, that ‘birds of a feather flock together.” 2001 Washington
Times 15 July D7 Birds of a feather flock together, so the second thing you should do is
find another friend who’s less troubled than the first. massociates; human nature;

similarity and dissimilarity

Little BIRDS that can sing and won’t sing must be made to sing

01678 J. RAY English Proverbs (ed. 2) 343 The bird that can sing and will not sing
must be made to sing. 1846 DICKENS Cricket on Hearth ii. ‘The bird that can sing and
won’t sing, must be made to sing, they say,” grumbled Tackleton. “What about the owl
that can’t sing, and oughtn’t to sing, and will sing?’ 1888 A. QUILLER-COUCH Troy
Town i. ‘A little music might perhaps leave a pleasant taste.’.. ‘Come, Sophy! Remember
the proverb about little birds that can sing and won’t sing?’ 1904 G. K. CHESTERTON
Napoleon of Notting Hill 11. i. When the disdainful oligarchs declined to join in the songs
of the men of the Broadway .., the great Republican leader, with his rough humour, said
the words which are written in gold upon his monument, ‘Little birds that can sing and
won’t sing, must be made to sing.” 1952 J. KNOX Little Benders 18 Heaven wasn’t so far
away when you could do your own singing about it. Mama believed that and many a time
she said, ‘A body who can sing and won’t sing ought to be made to sing.’ mobstinacy;
speech and silence

bite see (noun) a BLEATING sheep loses a bite; every DOG is allowed one bite; (verb) a
BARKING dog never bites; BIG fleas have little fleas upon their backs to bite them; DEAD
men don’t bite.

The man who has once been BITTEN by the snake fears every piece of rope
Chinese proverb, also found in Japan.

01937 H. H. HART 700 Chinese Proverbs (1960) no. 527 One year bitten by a snake,
for three years afraid of a grass rope. 1981 DALAI LAMA quoted in Observer 5 Apr.
(online) Frankly speaking, it is difficult to trust the Chinese. Once bitten by a snake you
feel suspicious even when you see a piece of rope. 1995 E. C. SYMMES Netsuke 94 The
snake appears in many Japanese proverbs—the man who has once been bitten by the
snake fears every piece of rope, or ‘once bitten, twice shy.” 2004 New York Times 25 June
9 (online) China’s chief trade negotiator, Vice Premier Wu Yi, cited a Chinese proverb,
‘Once bitten by a snake, one is terrified of the mere sight of a piece of rope.’ wexperience
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bitten see also ONCE bitten, twice shy.

black see it doesn’t matter if a CAT is black or white.. ; the DEVIL is not so black as he is
painted; FEBRUARY fill dyke, be it black or be it white; TWO blacks don’t make a white.

blame see a BAD workman blames his tools; COMMON fame is seldom to blame.

The BLEATING of the kid excites the tiger

The victim’s cries of distress stir up the predator; Kipling took the idea, in a story about
schoolboys giving bullies a taste of their own medicine, from Francis Galton’s The Art of
Travel (1855; ‘one of the forms had been studying that pleasant work”).

01899 KIPLING ‘Moral Reformers’ in Stalky & Co Ruffle his hair, Turkey. Now you
get down, too. ‘The bleatin’ of the kid excites the tiger.” 1921 F. HAMILTON Here,
There and Everywhere 13 1 have a strong suspicion that the unhappy goats played a part..
and that they were tethered in different parts of the jungle, for, as we all know, ‘the
bleating of the kid excites the tiger.” 2006 Jewish Russian Telegraph 21 Feb. (online)
Serial apologies too numerous to count, $50 million thrown to his tormentors in an
attempt to make the issue go away.. —none of this worked. It never works. On the
contrary, once again the bleat of the lamb excited the tiger. smisfortune

A BLEATING sheep loses a bite

Opportunities are missed through too much chatter.

01599 J. MINSHEU Dialogues in Spanish 20 That sheepe that bleateth looseth a bit
[mouthful]. 1659 G. TORRIANO English & Italian Dict. 37 A bleating sheep loseth her
pasture. 1861 T. HUGHES Tom Brown at Oxford II. vii. He said something about a
bleating sheep losing a bite; but I should think this young man is not much of a talker.
1978 R. v. JONES Most Secret War xlv. I thought of reminding him [Churchill] of an
adage that I had learnt from my grandfather: ‘Every time a sheep bleats it loses a nibble.’
sopportunity, missed; speech and silence

BLESSED is he who expects nothing, for he shall never be disappointed

01727 POPE Letter 6 Oct. (1956) II. 453 T have.. repeated to you, a ninth Beatitude..
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‘Blessed is he who expect nothing, for he shall never be disappointed.” 1739 B.
FRANKLIN Poor Richard’s Almanack (May) Blessed is he that expects nothing, for he
shall never be disappointed. 1931 A. R. & R. K. WEEKES Emerald Necklace xix. “‘When
I get back.. I shall expect to find all our luggage in the hall.” ‘Blessed is he that expecteth
nothing,” said Louis, ‘for he shall not be disappointed.” 1997 Washington Times 28 Feb.
C16 My dear grandmother.. gave me a plaque many years ago that contains a motto to
live by: ‘Blessed are those who expect nothing, for they will not be disappointed.’ =

blessings; disappointment

blessed see also it is BETTER to give than to receive; blessed are the DEAD that the rain
rains on.

BLESSINGS brighten as they take their flight
Cf. 1732 T. FULLER Gnomologia no. 989 Blessings are not valued, till they are gone.

01742 YOUNG Night Thoughts I1. 37 How blessings brighten as they take their flight.
1873 ‘S. COOLIDGE’ What Katy Did xi. Blessings brighten as they take their flight. Katy
began to appreciate for the first time how much she had learned to rely on her aunt. 1929
G. M. WHITE Square Mark i. It has been said that one never knows one’s blessings until

one has lost them. sblessings; gains and losses

There’s none so BLIND as those who will not see

Parallel to there’s none so DEAF as those who will not hear. In both proverbs, will not has
the force of’does not wish to’ or ‘refuses to’.

01546 J. HEYWOOD Dialogue of Proverbs 11. ix. K4 Who is so deafe, or so blynde,
as is hee, That wilfully will nother here nor see. 1551 CRANMER Answer to Gardiner 58
There is no manne so.. blynd as he that will not see, nor so dull as he that wyll not
vnderstande. 1659 P. HEYLYN Examen Historicum 145 Which makes me wonder.. that
having access to those Records. . he should declare himself unable to decide the doubit. ..
But none so blind as he that will not see. 1738 SWIFT Polite Conversation iii. 191 You
know, there’s none so blind as they that won’t see. 1852 E. FITZGERALD Polonius 58
‘None so blind as those that won’t see.’.. A single effort of the will was sufficient to
exclude from his view whatever he judged hostile to his immediate purpose. 2000 P.
LOVESEY Reaper xv. 185 Owen shook his head and picked up his drink. ‘There’s none
so blind as those that will not see.” mignorance; obstinacy
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When the BLIND lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch

Now more common in the metaphorical phrase, the blind leading the blind. With allusion
to MATTHEW xv. 14 (AV) Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind
lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.

oc 897 ALFRED Gregory’s Pastoral Care (EETS) i. Gif se blinda thone blindan lcet,
he feallath begen [both] on cenne pytt. c 1300 Body & Soul (1889) 49 Ac hwanne the
blinde lat the blinde, In dike he fallen bothe two. 1583 B. MELBANCKE Philotimus 165
In the ditch falls the blind that is led by the blind. 1836 CARLYLE Sartor Resartus 1II. iii.
It is written, When the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. .. May it not
sometimes be safer, if both leader and led simply—sit still? 1908 H. M. SYLVESTER
Olde Pemaquid 12 If the blind lead the blind, the ditch is but a little way on. 1947 L. P.
HARTLEY Eustace & Hilda xvi. To get Hilda out of the house was a step forward, even
in a Bath chair.. even if they could see nothing beyond their noses, the blind leading the
blind. mignorance; rulers and ruled

A BLIND man’s wife needs no paint

01659 J. HOWELL Proverbs (Spanish) 4 The blind mans wife needs no painting.
1736 B. FRANKLIN Poor Richard’s Almanack (June) God helps them that help
themselves. Why does the blind man’s wife paint her self? 1892 C. M. YONGE Old
Woman’s Outlook in Hampshire Village 166 His [the schoolmaster’s] copies too were
remarkable. One was ‘A blind man’s wife needs no paint.” ‘Proverbs, sir, Proverbs,’ he
answered, when asked where it came from. =appearance; wives and husbands

blind see also in the COUNTRY of the blind, the one-eyed man is king; a DEAF husband
and a blind wife are always a happy couple; LOVE is blind; a NOD’S as good as a wink to a
blind horse; NOTHING so bold as a blind mare.

bliss see where IGNORANCE is bliss, ‘tis folly to be wise.
You cannot get BLOOD from a stone

Frequently used, as a resigned admission, to mean that it is hopeless to try extorting
money, etc., from those who have none. Other unyielding or unlikely substances are
sometimes substituted for stone; the turnip version is frequent in North America.
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oc 1435 J. LYDGATE Minor Poems (EETS) 666 Harde to likke hony out of a marbil
stoon, For ther is nouthir licour nor moisture. 1666 G. TORRIANO Italian Proverbs 161
There’s no getting of bloud out of that wall. 1836 MARRYAT Japhet iv. There’s no
getting blood out of a turnip. 1850 DICKENS David Copperfield xi. Blood cannot be
obtained from a stone, neither can anything on account be obtained.. from Mr. Micawber.
1925 J. S. FLETCHER False Scent ix. ‘You’ll never get it. .. © ‘He’ll have to pay me when
he loses!” “You can’t get blood out of a stone.” 2001 K. HALL PAGE Body in Moonlight
vii. 120 ““You can’t get blood from a stone,” Nick was saying. They were both really
ripping. You could tell.” 2002 London Review of Books 3 Jan. 5 In Dr Eckener’s time you
couldn’t get blood from a turnip, and you couldn’t get helium from any place but the
United States of America. smeanness; possibility and impossibility

BLOOD is thicker than water

Predominantly used to mean that a family connection will outweigh other relationships.
Cf. 12th-cent. Ger. ouch hoer ich sagen, daz sippebluot von wassere niht verdirbet, also I hear
it said that kin-blood is not spoiled by water; 1412 LYDGATE Troy Book (EETS) I11. 2071 For
naturely blod will ay of kynde Draw vn-to blod, wher he may it fynde.

01813 J. RAY English Proverbs (ed. 5) 281 Blood’s thicker than water. 1815 SCOTT
Guy Mannering II. xvii. Weel—blood’s thicker than water—she’s welcome to the
cheeses. 1914 WODEHOUSE Man upstairs & Other Stories 115 But though blood, as he
was wont to remark while negotiating his periodical loans, is thicker than water, a
brother-in-law’s affection has its limits. 2000 G. FARRELLY Duped by Derivatives i. 1
They say blood is thicker than water. That was all Theresa Clancy could think about that
Wednesday morning when she opened the office door. sfamily

The BLOOD of the martyrs is the seed of the Church

The Church has thrived on persecution. Cf. TERTULLIAN Apologeticus 1. semen est
sanguis Christianorum, the blood of Christians is seed.

01560 J. PILKINGTON Aggeus the Prophet U4V Cipriane wrytes that the bloud of
Martirs is the seede of the Church. 1655 T. FULLER Church Hist. Britain 1. iv. Of all
Shires in England, Stafford-shire was.. the largest sown with the Seed of the Church, I
mean, the bloud of primitive Martyrs. 1889 J. LUBBOCK Pleasures of Life II. xi. The
Inquisition has even from its own point of view proved generally a failure. The blood of
the martyrs is the seed of the Church. 1979 Church Times 15 June 10 It is not merely that
‘the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church’; it is that a little persecution is good

for you. wadversity; Christianity
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BLOOD will have blood

Violence begets violence. Cf. GENESIS ix. 6 (AV) Who so sheddeth man’s blood, by man
shall his blood be shed.

oa 1449 J. LYDGATE Minor Poems (EETS) 512 Blood will have wreche [vengeance],
that wrongfully is spent. 1559 Mirror for Magistrates (1938) 99 Blood wyll haue blood,
eyther fyrst or last. 1605-6 SHAKESPEARE Macbeth I11. iv. 122 It will have blood; they
say blood will have blood. 1805 SOUTHEY Madoc 1. vii. Blood will have blood, revenge
beget revenge. 1974 A. FOREST Cricket Term i. ‘Blood will have blood,” quoted Lawrie
smugly. srevenge; violence

BLOOD will tell
Family characteristics or heredity cannot be concealed.

01850 G. H. BOKER World a Mask IV. in S. Bradley Glaucus (1940) 38 He looked
like the tiger in the Zoological, when I punch him with my stick. .. Game to the backbone
—blood will tell. 1914 WODEHOUSE Man upstairs & Other Stories 253 Blood will tell.
Once a Pittsburgh millionaire, always a Pittsburgh millionaire. 2002 Oldie June 63 By the
end, she herself has turned out to be the cousin of‘darling Clare’, and the daughter of
long-lost Sir David Beaumont,.. which is a bit of a cheat really because blood will out,
won’t it, and it’s not surprising that Daisy is such a marvel. sfamily

bloom see when the FURZE is in bloom, my love’s in tune; when the GORSE is out of
bloom, kissing’s out of fashion.

blow see it’s an ILL wind that blows nobody any good; NORTH wind doth blow, we shall
have snow; SEPTEMBER blow soft, till the fruit’s in the loft; STRAWS tell which way the
wind blows.

BLUE are the hills that are far away

A northern proverb comparable to DISTANCE lends enchantment to the view. Green is
sometimes found instead of blue. Cf.the GRASS is always greener on the other side of the
fence.
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01887 T. H. HALL CAINE Deemster 1. v. ‘What’s it sayin’,” they would mutter, ‘a
green hill when far away from me; bare, bare, when it is near.” 1902 J. BUCHAN Watcher
by Threshold TV. 236 ‘Blue are the hills that are far away’ is an owercome [common
expression] in the countryside. 1914 Spectator 6 June 955 It is the habit of the Celt to
create fanciful golden ages in the past—’Blue are the faraway hills,” runs the Gaelic
proverb. 1949 J. L. MORRISSEY Necktie for Norman iii. 21 It was so much like the
attitude of the habitual stay-at-home. They say that ‘distant hills are always the greenest.’
mabsence; content and discontent

blush see TRUTH makes the Devil blush.
boat see a RISING tide lifts all boats.

body see CORPORATIONS have neither bodies to be punished nor souls to be damned; if
you SIT by the river for long enough, you will see the body of your enemy float by.

boil see a WATCHED pot never boils.

bold see NOTHING so bold as a blind mare.

bolted see it is too late to shut the STABLE-door after the horse has bolted.
bond see an ENGLISHMAN’S word is his bond.

bone see what’s BRED in the bone will come out in the flesh; you BUY land you buy
stones; a DOG that will fetch a bone will carry a bone; HARD words break no bones; the
NEARER the bone, the sweeter the meat; STICKS and stones may break my bones, but words
will never hurt me; while TWO dogs are fighting for a bone, a third runs away with it.

You can’t tell a BOOK by its cover

01929 American Speech TV. 465 You can’t judge a book by its binding. 1946 ROLFE
& FULLER Glass Room i. ‘Forgive me, sir,” he said. ‘I had you all wrong. You can never
tell a book by its cover.” 1954 R. HAYDN Journal of Edwin Carp 131 This is a nice
respectable street, wouldn’t you say, sir?.. Unfortunately, sir, you can’t tell a book by its
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cover. 1969 S. MAY et al. You can’t judge Book by its Cover (song) 1 1 can’t let you
know you’re getting to me.. ‘cause you can’t judge a book by its cover. My pappa used to
say, look, child, look beyond a tender smile. 1984 D. CANNELL Thin Woman xii.
Appreciate your allowing me to participate, but you should be less trusting, Ellie—can’t
always judge a book by its cover. 2001 Bookseller 9 Nov. 28 Don’t judge a book by its
cover, read it for yourself at BookBrowse.com. sappearance, deceptive

book see also a GREAT book is a great evil.
If you’re BORN to be hanged then you’ll never be drowned

Commonly used to qualify another’s apparent good luck. Cf. mid 14th-cent. Fr. noyer ne
peut, cil qui doit pendre, he cannot drown who must hang; ¢ 1503 A. BARCLAY tr. Gringore’s
Castle of Labour (1506) A8 He that is drowned may no man hange.

01593 J. ELIOT Ortho-Epia Gallica 127 He thats borne to be hangd shall neuer be
drownde. 1723 DEFOE Colonel Jack (ed. 2) 126 He had a Proverb in his Favour, and he
got out of the Water.. not being born to be drown’d, as I shall observe afterwards in its
place. 1956 H. LEWIS Witch & Priest v. There is another picture, and underneath it says..
If you’re born to be hanged, then you’ll never be drowned. 1986 M. SLUNG More
Momilies 16 If you’re born to hang, you won’t drown. =fate and fatalism; luck

born see also it is BETTER to be born lucky than rich; because a MAN is born in a stable
that does not make him a horse; YORKSHIRE born and Yorkshire bred, strong in the arm and
weak in the head.

borrow see the EARLY man never borrows from the late man.

Neither a BORROWER nor a lender be

01601 SHAKESPEARE Hamlet 1. iii. 73 Neither a borrower nor a lender be; For loan
oft loses both itself and friend. 1985 R. CURTIS & B. ELTON Blackadder II in R. Curtis
et al. Black-Adder (1998) 192 Take heed the moral of this tale, Be not a borrower or
lender, And if your finances do fail, Make sure your banker’s not a bender. 2002 Times 2
11 Mar. 7 The moral architecture of my childhood was supported by a series of massive,
neo-Victorian precepts, among which ‘neither a borrower nor a lender be’ occupied a

particularly imposing position. sborrowing and lending
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borrowing see he that GOES a-borrowing, goes a-sorrowing.

bottle see you can’t put NEW wine in old bottles.

bottom see TRUTH lies at the bottom of a well; every TUB must stand on its own bottom.

bought see GOLD may be bought too dear.

bowls see those who PLAY at bowls must look out for rubbers.

You can take the BOY out of the country but you can’t take the country out of the boy

Originally North American, it has generated a large variety of humorous by-forms.

01938 ‘B. BAER’ in Baer & Major Hollywood (caption to caricature of James
Stewart) You can take a boy out of the country but you can’t take the country out of a
boy. 1950 F. BUNCE So Young a Body vii. “You can take the girl out of the country, but
you can’t take the country out of the girl,” Remington interjected casually. ‘Ginnie’s from
a crossroads in Vermont, and she’s still a small-town kid at heart.” 1978 W. B. MURPHY
Leonardo’s Law x. ‘He was just something I picked up off the counter.” She smiled. I
guess you can take the girl out of the chorus line but you can’t take the chorus line out of
the girl. 1987 Washington Post 27 Apr. C2 Back in the good old days, when eager young
rubes were descending upon the great metropolises in search of fame and fortune, it used
to be said that you can take the boy out of the country but you can’t take the country out
of the boy. 1997 Times 19 Sept. 33 And, while you can take Bjork out of Iceland, it seems
you cannot take Iceland out of Bjérk’s music. 2001 National Review 20 Aug. 56 My own
visceral responses to the case are distinctly Southern, which is about as far removed from
the civilized response as you can get. You can take the girl out of the South but you can’t
take the South out of the girl, e.g., “Why doesn’t her father kill him?’ snature and
nurture; origins

Never send a BOY to do a man’s job

01931 G. FOWLER Great Mouthpiece xii. Mr. Alfred J. Talley.. took command of
the.. prosecution. He was an able man. .. ‘It’s about time they gave me a run for the
money,” Fallon said. ‘The People shouldn’t send boys on men’s errands.” 1941 T.
CHANSLOR’ Our Second Murder xxviii. Never send a boy to do a man’s work. 1967 E.
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MCGIRR Hearse with Horses vi. He blushed. Piron thought that he shouldn’t have sent a
boy to do a man’s job. 1987 Washington Post 21 Jan. D10 Research proves that in more
than 99 percent of these cases, the defender who has overruffed endears himself by
uttering the old cliche, ‘Never send a boy to do a man’s job.” wefficiency and
inefficiency; work

Two BOYS are half a boy, and three boys are no boy at all
The more boys that help, the less work they do.

oc 1930 F. THOMPSON Country Calendar 114 Their parents do not encourage the
joining of forces. .. We have a proverb here: ‘Two boys are half a boy, and three boys are
no boy at all.”’ 1971 New York Times 31 Jan.IV. 12 Rural New England of the mid-
nineteenth century, not commonly sophisticated in mathematics but witty enough about
man’s condition, used to [say].. ‘One boy helping, a pretty good boy; two boys, half a
boy; three boys, no boy.” 2002 Times: Weekend 6 Apr. 91.. have been warned by my
neighbours not to let him have any friends round. Because the more boys there are, the
less work will get done. Apparently there is a country proverb that goes: ‘One boy is a
boy. Two boys are half a boy. And three boys are no boys at all.” =assistance; efficiency
and inefficiency; work

BOYS will be boys
Occasionally girls will be girls.

01601 A. DENT Plain Man’s Pathway 64 Youth will be youthfull, when you haue
saide all that you can. 1826 T. H. LISTER Granby II. vii. Girls will be girls. They like
admiration. 1848 THACKERAY Vanity Fair xiii. As for the pink bonnets.. why boys will
be boys. 1964 WODEHOUSE Frozen Assets iii. I tried to tell him that boys will be boys
and you’re only young once. 2000 W. NORTHCUTT Darwin Awards iv. 108 Firecrackers
are illegal in Indonesia. However, they can be purchased on the black market during
celebrations such as Eid Al-Fitr.. And boys will be boys, the world over. shuman nature

brae (slope, hill-side): see put a STOUT heart to a stey brae.

BRAG is a good dog, but Holdfast is better

www.rajteachers.com



Tenacity and quietness of manner are preferable to ostentation. Cf. 1580 A. MUNDAY
Zelauto 146 Brag is a good Dogge, whyle he will holde out: but at last he may chaunce to
meete with his matche; 1599 SHAKESPEARE Henry V' 11. iii. 52 And Holdfast is the only dog,
my duck.

01709 O. DYKES English Proverbs 123 Brag is a good Dog, but Hold-fast is a Better.
.. Nothing edifies less in an ingenuous Conversation, than Boasting and Rattle. 1752 S.
JOHNSON Rambler 4 Feb. VIII. 92 When I envied the finery of any of my neighbours,
[my mother] told me, that ‘brag was a good dog, but holdfast was a better’. 1889
Pictorial Proverbs for Little People 11 Brag’s a good dog, but Holdfast is better. 1937 R.
W. WINSTON Its Far Cry xxi. In golf, as in life.. the exceptional has no staying
qualities. To quote a Southern [US] saying, ‘Brag is a good dog, but Holdfast is better’.
1952 J. F. DOBIE Some Part of Myself vii. I remember my mother’s repeating once after
he left an old proverb: ‘Brag’s a good dog, but Hold Fast is a better.” sboasting; words
and deeds

brain see an IDLE brain is the Devil’s workshop.
brass see where there’s MUCK there’s brass.
None but the BRAVE deserve the fair

The pair referred to in Dryden’s poem (Alexander’s Feast) are Alexander the Great and the
Athenian courtesan Thais.

01697 DRYDEN Poems (1958) III. 148 Happy, happy, happy Pair!.. None but the
Brave deserves the Fair. 1829 P. EGAN Boxiana 2nd Ser. II. 354 The tender sex.. feeling
the good old notion that ‘none but the brave deserve the fair’, were sadly out of temper.
1873 TROLLOPE Phineas Redux II. xiii. All the proverbs were on his side. ‘None but the
brave deserve the fair,” said his cousin. 1978 F. WELDON Praxis xii. She frequented the
cafe where the Rugger set hung out, and on a Saturday, after closing hours, could be seen
making for the downs, laughing heartily and noisily in the company of one or other of the
brave, who clearly deserved the fair. scourage; just deserts

BRAVE men lived before Agamemnon

The exploits of Agamemnon, king of Mycenae, in the Trojan War were celebrated by
Homer and by the tragic poets of ancient Greece. The point, made first by Horace, was that
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heroes need writers to commemorate them if they are to achieve eternal fame: HORACE Odes
IV.ix. 25 vixere fortes ante Agamemnona multi, many brave men lived before Agamemnon.

01616 JONSON Forest VIII. 114 There were braue men, before Aiax or Idomen, or all
the store That Homer brought to Troy. 1819 BYRON Don Juan 1. V. Brave men were
living before Agamemnon And since, exceeding valorous and sage. 1980 Times 23 June
16 Brave men lived before Agamemnon, lots of them. But on all of them.. eternal night
lies heavy, because they have left no records behind them. scourage; fame and

obscurity

brave see also (adjective used as noun) FORTUNE favours the brave; (verb) ROBIN Hood
could brave all weathers but a thaw wind.

The BREAD never falls but on its buttered side
A formulation of Murphy’s Law; cf. if ANYTHING can go wrong, it will.

01867 A. D. RICHARDSON Beyond Mississippi iii. His bread never fell on the
buttered side. 1891 J. L. KIPLING Beast & Man x. We express the completeness of ill-
luck by saying, ‘The bread never falls but on its buttered side.” 1980 Guardian 3 Dec. 12
Murphy’s (or Sod’s) Law. .. Murphy’s many relatives always quote it as ‘Buttered bread
falls buttered side down—and if it’s a sandwich it falls open.’ sluck; misfortune

bread see also HALF a loaf is better than no bread; MAN cannot live by bread alone.

break see (noun) never give a SUCKER an even break; (verb) HARD words break no
bones; if it were not for HOPE, the heart would break; it is the LAST straw that breaks the
camel’s back; OBEY orders, if you break owners; STICKS and stones may break my bones,
but words will never hurt me; also BREAKING, BROKEN.

breakfast see HOPE is a good breakfast but a bad supper; SING before breakfast, cry
before night.

breaking see IGNORANCE of the law is no excuse for breaking it; you cannot make an
OMELETTE without breaking eggs.

What’s BRED in the bone will come out in the flesh
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Lifelong habits or inherited characteristics cannot be concealed (cf. BLOOD will tell). The
form and emphasis of the proverb have been altered in recent years by the omission of a
negative. Cf. medieval L. osse radicatum raro de carne recedit, that which is rooted in the
bone rarely comes out from the flesh.

oc 1470 MALORY Morte d’Arthur (1947) 1. 550 Sir Launcelot smyled and seyde,
Harde hit ys to take oute off the fleysshe that ys bredde in the bone. 1546 J. HEYWOOQOD
Dialogue of Proverbs 11. viii. K2 This prouerbe prophecied many yeres agone, It will not
out of the fleshe, thats bred in the bone. 1603 J. FLORIO tr. Montaigne’s Essays IlI. xiii.
They are effects of custome and vse: and what is bred in the bone will never out of the
flesh. 1832 J. P. KENNEDY Swallow Barn III. v. What is bred in the bone—you know the
proverb. a 1957 L. I. WILDER First Four Years (1971) iv. We’ll always be farmers, for
what is bred in the bone will come out in the flesh. 1981 B. HEALEY Last Ferry iv.
There’s bad blood there. .. What’s bred in the bone comes out in the flesh. sfamily;
habit; human nature

bred see also YORKSHIRE born and Yorkshire bred, strong in the arm and weak in the
head.

breed see FAMILIARITY breeds contempt; LIKE breeds like.

BREVITY is the soul of wit

In quot. 1600-1 soul of wit should be understood as ‘essence of wisdom’; wit is now
commonly understood in its modern sense, the ‘(power of giving sudden intellectual pleasure
by) the unexpected, quick, and humorous combining or contrasting of ideas or expressions’
(COD).

01600-1 SHAKESPEARE Hamlet 1I. ii. 90 Since brevity is the soul of wit.. I will be
brief. 1833 M. SCOTT Tom Cringle’s Log I1I. v. Brevity is the soul of wit,—ahem. 1946
D. WELCH Maiden Voyage x. I will not repeat myself, since brevity is the soul of wit.
1996 Washington Post 8 Sept. C5 Clinton is Southern and given to garrulousness while
brevity, as they say, is the soul of wit. sbrevity and long-windedness

As you BREW, so shall you bake
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Cf. As you BAKE, so shall you brew. Medieval usage makes the connection between
brewing and drinking rather than between brewing and baking, as in the following: 1264 in C.
Brown English Lyrics of XIIIth Century (1932) 131 Let him habbe ase he brew, bale [misery]
to dryng [drink] a 1325 Cursor Mundi (EETS) 1. 2848 Nathing of that land [is not submerged],
Suilk [such] als thai brued now ha thai dronken. ¢ 1450 Towneley Play of Second Shepherd
(EETS) 1. 501 Bot we must drynk as we brew And that is bot reson.

oc 1570 T. INGELEND Disobedient Child D8V As he had brewed, that so shulde bake.
1766 COLMAN & GARRICK Clandestine Marriage 1. 3 As you sow, you must reap—as
you brew, so you must bake. 1922 S. J. WEYMAN Ovington’s Bank xxiii. No, you may
go, my lad. As you ha’ brewed you may bake. maction and consequence

brew see also as you BAKE, so shall you brew.
You cannot make BRICKS without straw

Nothing can be made or performed without the necessary materials. Frequently used as a
metaphorical phrase, to make bricks without straw. A (misapplied) allusion to EXODUS V. 7
(AV) Ye shall no more give the people straw to make brick, as heretofore: let them go and
gather straw for themselves. Cf. 1624 BURTON Anatomy of Melancholy (ed. 2) 1. ii. (Hard
taske-masters as they [patrons] are) they take away their straw, & compell them to make their
number of bricke.

01658 T. HYDE Letter in Verney Memoirs (1904) II. xxxviii. I have made the
enclosed. It is an hard task to make bricks without straw, but I have raked together some
rubbish. 1737 in Publications of Prince Society (1911) III. 170 Let Men be never so
willing and industrious, they can’t make Brick without Straw. 1909 A. BENNETT
Literary Taste iv. You can only acquire really useful general ideas by first acquiring
particular ideas...You cannot make bricks without straw. 1995 A. G. TAYLOR Simeon’s
Bride xxxi. 208 “What would you have us do, sir?’ Jack asked. “We can’t make bricks

without straw.’ spessibility and impessibility; work
Happy is the BRIDE that the sun shines on

An equivalent superstition is blessed are the DEAD that the rain rains on.

01648 HERRICK Hesperides 129 Blest is the Bride, on whom the Sun doth shine. And
thousands gladly wish You multiply, as doth a fish. 1787 F. GROSE Provincial Glossary
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(Superstitions) 61 It is reckoned a good omen, or a sign of future happiness, if the sun
shines on a couple coming out of the church after having been married. .. Happy is the
bride that the sun shines on. 1926 ‘P. WENTWORTH’ Black Cabinet xxxvi. ‘Happy’s the
bride that the sun shines on,” is how the proverb goes. But where there’s real true
love..there’s always sunshine in a manner of speaking. 1984 C. A. O’MARIE Novena for
Murder 181 And the weather is cooperating! ‘Blessed the bride that the sun shines on!’ =

blessings; weddings
Always a BRIDESMAID, never a bride

01882 E. M. INGRAHAM Bond & Free i. Always a maiden [bridal attendant], never a
wife. 1903 V. S. LEAN Collectanea 1I. 81 Three times bridesmaid, never a bride. 1917
LEIGH, COLLINS, & MORRIS ‘Why am I always the Bridesmaid?’ (song) Why am 1
always the bridesmaid, Never the blushing bride? 1951 WODEHOUSE Old Reliable xi.
Then they’d leave me.. and go off and buy candy and orchids for the other girls. .. Often a
bridesmaid but never a bride. sweddings

It is good to make a BRIDGE of gold to a flying enemy

The rationale is ‘an enemy closely pursued may become desperate. .. By all means, then,
let the vanquished have a free course’ (T. Fielding Proverbs of all Nations (1824) 14). The
idea is attributed to Aristides (480 BC), who warned Themistocles not to destroy the bridge of
boats which Xerxes had built across the Hellespont in order to invade Greece (PLUTARCH
Themistocles xvi); cf. also 2005. Cf. ERASMUS Apophthegms viii. Hostibus fugientibus
pontem argenteum exstruendum esse, for a fleeing enemy one should construct a bridge of
silver.

01576 W. LAMBARDE Perambulation of Kent 323 It was well sayde of one.. If thine
enemie will flye, make him a bridge of Golde. 1642 T. FULLER Holy State IV. xvii. He
[the good general] makes his flying enemy a bridge of gold, and disarms them of their
best weapon, which is necessity to fight whether they will or no. 1889 R. L. STEVENSON
Master of Ballantrae iv. You may have heard a military proverb: that it is a good thing to
make a bridge of gold to a flying enemy. I trust you will take my meaning. 2005 Mideast
Mirror 22 July (online) Bar-Lev, a former commander of the IDF’s elite Duvdevan unit
who lost a leg when he stepped on a mine. . , preferred to cite Mao Tse Tung, who spoke
about laying down a bridge of gold for the enemy’s retreat. menemies; warfare

bridge see also don’t CROSS the bridge till you come to it; everyone SPEAKS well of the
bridge which carries him over.
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brighten see BLESSINGS brighten as they take their flight.

bring see NIGHT brings counsel; the WORTH of a thing is what it will bring.
If it ain’t BROKE, don’t fix it

Principally known in North America; the British equivalent is LET well alone.

01977 Nation’s Business May 27 Bert Lance [President Carter’s Director of the
Office of Management and Budget] believes he can save Uncle Sam billions if he can get
the government to adopt a single motto: ‘If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” 1984 R. WILDER
You All Spoken Here 25 If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it: Don’t mess with a clock that runs on
time. 1988 Washington Post 5 Dec. C11 The sleep pattern you have worked out is normal
for you, and since you have been fairly successful in planning your life around it, why
change? ‘If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” 2001 Times Literary Supplement 30 Nov. 14 A
healthy libertarianism rubs shoulders with the ‘if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it’ style of
conservatism. sbusybodies; content and discontent

broken see PROMISES, like pie-crust, are made to be broken; RULES are made to be
broken.

broom see NEW brooms sweep clean; SWEEP the house with broom in May, you sweep
the head of the house away.

broth see TOO many cooks spoil the broth.

build see FOOLS build houses and wise men live in them; where GOD builds a church, the
Devil will build a chapel; it is easier to PULL down than to build up.

built see ROME was not built in a day.
Every BULLET has its billet

Fate determines who shall be killed; quot. 1922 implies more generally that fate plays a
part in all human affairs.
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01575 G. GASCOIGNE Fruits of War 1. 155 Suffiseth this to proove my theame
withall, That every bullet hath a lighting place. 1765 WESLEY Journal 6 June (1912) V.
130 He never received one wound. So true is the odd saying of King William [III], that
‘every bullet has its billet’. 1922 JOYCE Ulysses 366 The ball rolled down to her as if it
understood. Every bullet has its billet. 1932 R. C. WOODTHORPE Public School Murder
XI. iv. 237 It is said that every bullet finds its billet. I am afraid this is yet another
instance of a shaft at random sent finding a mark the archer never meant. sdeath; fate
and fatalism

A BULLY is always a coward

1817 M. EDGEWORTH Ormond in Harrington & Ormond III. xxiv. Mrs. M’Crule, who
like all other bullies was a coward, lowered her voice. 1826 LAMB Elia in New Monthly
Magazine XVI. 25 A Bully is always a coward. .. Confront one of the silent heroes with the
swaggerer of real life, and his confidence in the theory quickly vanishes. 1853 T. C.
HALIBURTON Wise Saws iv. I never saw a man furnished with so much pleasure in my life.
A brave man is sometimes a desperado. A bully is always a coward. 1981 Times 9 May 2 The
old adage holds good: all bullies are cowards, and most cowards are bullies. scowardice

bung-hole see SPARE at the spigot, and let out at the bung-hole.
burden see GOD makes the back to the burden.

burn (verb) see BETTER to marry than to burn.

burned see ONCE bitten, twice shy.

A BURNT child dreads the fire

oc 1250 Proverbs of Hending in Anglia (1881) IV. 199 Brend child fuir fordredeth [is
in dread of]. ¢ 1400 Romaunt of Rose 1. 1820 ‘For evermore gladly,” as I rede, ‘Brent
child of fier hath mych drede.’ 1580 LYLY Euphues & his England I1. 92 A burnt childe
dreadeth the fire. .. Thou mayst happely forsweare thy selfe, but thou shalt neuer delude
me. 1777 P. THICKNESSE Journey 1. xviii. He then observed, that a burnt child dreads
the fire;.. that a Jew had lately passed thro’ France, who had put off false Bank notes, and
that I might.. have taken some. 1889 Pictorial Proverbs for Little People 5 She will not
touch a match or a lighted candle.. which proves that the proverb is true which says: a
burnt child dreads the fire. 1948 WODEHOUSE Uncle Dynamite 11. vii. The burnt child
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fears the fire, and bitter experience had taught Pongo Twistleton to view with concern the
presence in his midst of Ickenham’s fifth earl. 1984 Newsweek 5 Nov. 98 The burned
child fears the fire and when dawn breaks next Tuesday voters may pull the covers over
their ringing heads and refuse to get out of bed. sexperience

burnt see also if you PLAY with fire you get burnt.

bury see let the DEAD bury the dead.

bush see a BIRD in the hand is worth two in the bush; GOOD wine needs no bush; do not
grieve that ROSE-TREES have thorns,...

The BUSIEST men have the most leisure

Complementary to IDLE people have the least leisure and the rationale behind if you
WANT something done, ask a busy person. Cf. 1866 S. SMILES Self-Help (new ed.) i. Those
who have most to do.. will find the most time.

01884 J. PAYN Canon’s Ward 1I. xxxiv. It is my experience that the men who are
really busiest have the most leisure for everything. 1911 Times Literary Supplement 6
Oct. 365 The busiest men have always the most leisure; and while discharging the
multifarious duties of a parish priest and a guardian he found time for travelling.

BUSINESS before pleasure

The two nouns are frequently contrasted in other, non-proverbial, expressions. Cf. c 1640
Grobiana’s Nuptials (MS Bodley 30) 15 Well to the businesse.—On; businesse is senior to
complement; 1767 T. HUTCHINSON Diary & Letters (1883) 1. v. Pleasure should always give
way to business.

01837 C. G. E. GORE Stokeshill Place 111. vi. ‘Business before pleasure’ is a golden
rule which most of us regard as iron. 1943 S. STERLING Down among Dead Men v. This
is business, Sarge. You know what business comes before. 1986 J. HESS Strangled Prose
vi. Douglas drifted past with the department chairman, engrossed in conversation. He
gave me a quick nod, but steered his captive toward a sofa. Business before pleasure.
1997 R. BOWEN Evans Above xxii. 232 ‘I think I should buy you a drink first.’..
‘Business before pleasure, major,” Evan said. sbusiness; work
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BUSINESS is war
Modern saying, sometimes said to be of Japanese origin.

01905 New York Times 9 Apr. (online) That business is war is truer of nothing in
modern commerce than the railway business. 1984 New York Times 14 Nov. (online)
Declaring that ‘business is war’, Mr Tramiel also said his company was reducing prices..
$50 because competitors have become ‘greedy’. 2000 Linux Journal Aug. (online) Their
conceptual metaphors are ‘business is war’ and ‘markets are battlefields’. sbusiness

business see also EVERYBODY’S business is nobody’s business; PUNCTUALITY is the
soul of business.

busy see if you WANT something done, ask a busy person.

butter see (noun) the same FIRE that melts the butter hardens the egg; there are more
WAYS of killing a dog than choking it with butter; (verb) FINE words butter no parsnips.

buttered see the BREAD never falls but on its buttered side.
BUY in the cheapest market and sell in the dearest

01595 T. LODGE Fig for Momus H2 Buy cheape, sell deare. 1862 RUSKIN Unto this
Last 11. 60 Buy in the cheapest market?—yes; but what made your market cheap?.. Sell in
the dearest?.. But what made your market dear? 1880 J. A. FROUDE Bunyan vii. ‘To buy
in the cheapest market and sell in the dearest’ was Mr. Badman’s common rule in
business. .. In Bunyan’s opinion it was knavery in disguise. sbuying and selling

You BUY land, you buy stones; you buy meat, you buy bones

Cf. 1595 Pedler’s Prophesy B4 You shall be sure to haue good Ale, for that haue no
bones.

01670 J. RAY English Proverbs 211 He that buys land buys many stones; He that
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buys flesh buys many bones; He that buys eggs buys many shells, But he that buys good
ale buys nothing else. 1721 J. KELLY Scottish Proverbs 172 He that buys Land, buys
Stones; He that buys Beef, buys Bones; He that buys Nuts, buys shells; He that buys good
Ale, buys nought else. 1970 Countryman Autumn 172 Welsh butcher to customer
complaining of bony meat: “Well, missus, you buy land, you buy stones; buy meat, you

buy bones.’ sbuying and selling; property

buy see also why buy a COW when milk is so cheap?; MONEY can’t buy happiness; one
WHITE foot, buy him.

Let the BUYER beware

A warning that the buyer must satisfy himself of the nature and value of a purchase before
proceeding with the transaction. The Latin tag caveat emptor is also frequently found: caveat
emptor, quia ignorare non debuit quod jus alienum emit, let the purchaser beware, for he ought
not to be ignorant of the nature of the property which he is buying from another party. See also
the next proverb.

01523 J. FITZHERBERT Husbandry 36 And [if] he [a horse] be tame and haue ben
rydden vpon than caveat emptor be ware thou byer. 1592 NASHE Pierce Penniless 1. 155
Sed caueat emptor, Let the interpreter beware. 1607 E. SHARPHAM Fleire 11. C4 They
are no prouerb breakers: beware the buyer say they. 1927 Times 29 Sept. 10 We dislike
very much, whether it is put in Latin or in English, the phrase ‘Let the buyer beware!’
1974 D. FRANCIS Knock Down xi. ’Caveat emptor,” 1 said. “What does that mean?’
‘Buyer beware.” ‘I know one buyer who’ll beware for the rest of his life.” 2001
Washington Times 24 Sept. All It’s caveat emptor as charities and others appeal for relief
donations in the wake of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Only this time ‘let the buyer
beware’ should probably read ‘let the donor beware.’ sbuying and selling; caution

The BUYER has need of a hundred eyes, the seller of but one

Cf. It. chi compra ha bisogna di cent’ occhi; chi vende n’ha assai di uno, he who buys
needs a hundred eyes; he who sells but one.

01640 G. HERBERT Outlandish Proverbs no. 390 The buyer needes a hundred eyes,
the seller not one. 1745 B. FRANKLIN Poor Richard’s Almanack (July) He who buys had
need have 100 Eyes, but one’s enough for him that sells the Stuff. 1800 M.
EDGEWORTH Parent’s Assistant (ed. 3) III. 86 He taught him.. to get.. from customers
by taking advantage of their ignorance. .. He often repeated.. ‘The buyer has need of a
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hundred eyes, the seller of but one.” 1928 Illustrated Sporting & Dramatic News 7 Jan. 27
(caption) The buyer has need of a hundred eyes. The seller of but one. sbuying and
selling; caution
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CAESAR’s wife must be above suspicion

Julius Caesar replied thus (according to Plutarch) when asked why he had divorced his
wife Pompeia. He considered his honour and position compromised, since she was indirectly
associated with Publius Clodius’ trial for sacrilege. Cf. 1580 LYLY Euphues & his England 1I.
101 Al women shal be as Caesar would haue his wife, not onelye free from sinne, but from
suspition.

ol779 A. ADAMS Letter 4 Jan. in L. H. Butterfield et al. Adams Family
Correspondence (1973) 111. 148 It is a very great misfortune that persons imployed in the
most important Departments should.. have seperate interests from the publick whom they
profess to serve. Caesars wife ought not to be suspected. 1847 J. C. & A. W. HARE
Guesses at Truth (ed. 3) 1st Ser. 263 Caesar’s wife ought to be above suspicion...Caesar
himself ought to be so too. 1965 O. MILLS Dusty Death xxi. Policemen.. are like.
..candidates for the Church of England ministry. .. and Caesar’s wife. .. Not only they, but
all their relations, must be above suspicion. 1990 Washington Times 9 July D2 He [i.e.
Governor D. Wilder] ought to bear in mind the maxim of one of Caligula’s more lucid
predecessors: Caesar’s wife must be above suspicion. And so should Caesar. =associates;
conduct

cake see you cannot HAVE your cake and eat it.

calf see a BELLOWING cow soon forgets her calf.

call see call no man HAPPY till he dies; he who PAYS the piper calls the tune.
called see MANY are called but few are chosen.

calm see AFTER a storm comes a calm.

camel see it is the LAST straw that breaks the camel’s back; TRUST in God but tie your
camel.
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He who CAN, does; he who cannot, teaches

There are many (frequently humorous) variations on this proverb.

01903 G. B. SHAW Maxims for Revolutionists in Man & Superman 230 He who can,
does. He who cannot, teaches. 1979 Daily Telegraph 6 Aug. 8 A version of an old adage
came to me—those who can, do, those who can’t, attend conferences. 1981 P.
SOMERVILLE-LARGE Living Dog i. He who can, does sang the train wheels, he who
cannot, teaches. 1999 ‘H. CRANE’ Miss Seeton’s Finest Hour iii. 19 ‘A teacher of art,’
she corrected him politely with a sigh. ‘Those who can,” she explained as he seemed
about to protest her modesty, ‘do—as Mr. Shaw has so pithily expressed it. Those who
cannot..” She sighed. ‘“Teach,’ she concluded sadly. 2002 Washington Times 11 July D8
(Herb & Jamaal comic strip) ‘Rev. Croom, as a man of the cloth, do you consider
yourself an example of perfection?’ ‘No. .. I may wear this collar, but I struggle with
being a human as much as the next guy. I guess that’s what’s meant when they say..” He
who can, does; he who cannot, preaches.’ sefficiency and inefficiency; work

candle see BETTER to light one candle.. ; CANDLEMAS day, put beans in the clay, put
candles and candle-sticks away.

candlelight see never CHOOSE your women or your linen by candlelight.

If CANDLEMAS day be sunny and bright, winter will have another flight; if
Candlemas day be cloudy with rain, winter is gone, and won’t come again

In the Church calendar, the feast of the Purification of the Virgin Mary and the
Presentation of Christ in the Temple falls on 2 February, which is known as Candlemas Day
because candles are blessed at church services on that festival. In North America, 2 February
is popularly known as Groundhog Day; the very similar weather prediction associated with it
arises through the notion that if the groundhog emerges from its burrow on that day into bright
sunlight and is frightened by its own shadow it will go back for a further six weeks’
hibernation. The superstition was known from at least as early as the early sixteenth century:
cf. 1523 SKELTON Works 1. 418 Men were wonte for to discerne By candlemas day what
wedder shulde holde. Quot. 1584’s version of the rhyme is close to the Latin lines in quot.
1678.

01584 R. SCOT Discovery of Witchcraft XI. XV. If Maries purifieng daie, Be cleare
and bright with sunnie raie, The frost and cold shalbe much more, After the feast than
was before. 1678 J. RAY English Proverbs (ed. 2) 51 If Candlemas day be fair and bright
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Winter will have another flight: If on Candlemas day it be showre and rain, Winter is
gone and will not come again. This is a translation.. of that old Latin Distich; Si Sol
splendescat Maria purificante, Major erit glacies post festum quam fuit ante. 1980 Times
2 Feb. 11 Today is Candlemas Day. So let us see if the old legend holds good again as it
did last year. ‘If Candlemas day be sunny and bright, winter will have another flight; if
Candlemas day be cloudy with rain; winter is gone and won’t come again.” sweather lore

CANDLEMAS day, put beans in the clay; put candles and candle-sticks away

For Candlemas Day see preceding proverb. The two halves of the proverb appear to have
come together comparatively recently, with the instruction about sowing beans possibly being
displaced from St Valentine’s day (14 Feb.) in response to the shift from the Old Style to the
New Style calendar; cf. the rhyme attested from ¢ 1640 On Saint Valentine’s Day cast beans in
clay But on Saint Chad (2 Mar.) sow good or bad (John Smyth, Berkeley MSS 33. no. 89).

01678 J. RAY English Proverbs (ed. 2) 344 On Candlemas day throw candle and
candlestick away. 1876 T. F. THISELTON-DYER British Popular Customs 55 From
Candlemas the use of tapers at vespers and litanies, which had continued through the
whole year, ceased until the ensuing All Hallow Mass.. On Candlemas Day, throw candle
and candlestick away. 1948 F. THOMPSON Still glides Stream ii. Broad beans were
planted.. on Candlemas Day. Candlemas Day, stick beans in the clay, Throw candle and
candlestick right away, they would quote. 1974 K. BRIGGS Folklore of Cotswolds ii.
Candlemas Day was the time.. when lights were extinguished. .. An old rhyme said:
Candlemas Day, put beans in the clay: Put candles and candle-sticks away. scalendar
lore; garden lore

If the CAP fits, wear it

Used with reference to the suitability of names or descriptions as demonstrated by the
behaviour of the person concerned. Cf. if the SHOE fits, wear it. The cap in question was
originally a dunce’s cap, as is shown by the following: 1600 N. BRETON Pasquil’s Fools-Cap
A3 Where you finde a head fit for this Cappe, either bestowe it vpon him in charity, or send
him where he may haue them for his money.

01732 T. FULLER Gnomologia no. 2670 If any Fool finds the Cap fit him, let him
wear it. 1750 RICHARDSON Clarissa (ed. 3) VILI. ii. If indeed thou findest.. that the cap
fits thy own head, why then.. clap it on. 1854 DICKENS Hard Times II. vii. ‘Mercenary. ..
Who is not mercenary?’.. ‘You know whether the cap fits you. .. If it does, you can wear
it.” 1985 ‘J. GASH’ Pearlhanger xi. Little crooks get chased. Big crooks.. get knighted
and freedom. I don’t mean bankers and insurance syndicates, incidentally, though if the
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cap fits.. mconduct; reputation

capacity see GENIUS is an infinite capacity for taking pains. caravan see DOGS bark, but
the caravan goes on.

Where the CARCASE is, there shall the eagles be gathered together

With allusion to MATTHEW xxiv. 28 (AV) Wheresoever the carcase is, there will the
Eagles be gathered together. Modern translations read ‘vultures’ for ‘eagles’.

oc 1566 W. P. tr. Curio’s Pasquin in Trance 33 Where the caraine [carrion] is, thither
do the Eagles resort. 1734 B. FRANKLIN Poor Richard’s Almanack (Jan.) Where
carcasses are, eagles will gather, And where good laws are, much people flock thither.
1929 C. BUSH Perfect Murder Case x. On the way he explained his appearance at the
inquest on the twin lines of busman’s holiday and that where the carcass is there will the
vultures be gathered together. 1979 ‘S. WOODS’ Proceed to Judgement 190 [He] was
surprised to find Sir Nicholas and Vera, as well as Roger and Meg, having tea with Jenny.
‘Where the carcase is, there shall the eagles be gathered together,” he commented, not
very politely. sassociates

card see LUCKY at cards, unlucky in love.
CARE killed the cat

Cf. CURIOSITY killed the cat. There is some shift in meaning between care = worry, grief
and care = carefulness, caution, and in quot. 1962 the meaning is ‘care lavished on the cat’,
rather than care exercised by it.

01598-9 SHAKESPEARE Much Ado about Nothing v. i. 133 Though care kill’d a cat,
thou hast mettle enough in thee to kill care. 1726 SWIFT Poems II. 761 Then, who says
care will kill a cat? Rebecca shews they’re out in that. 1890 ‘R. BOLDREWOOQOD’
Miner’s Right 11. xxiii. He was always ready to enjoy himself. .. ‘Care killed a cat.” 1949
S. SMITH Holiday xii. We must be careful of that. Care killed the cat, said Caz. 1962 A.
CHRISTIE Mirror Crack’d xxii. Care killed the cat, they say. .. You don’t want kindness
rubbed into your skin,.. do you? 1979 F. SELWYN Sergeant Verity & Blood Royal xx.
‘Pretty sure, Mr. Crowe? I was bloody near ten feet short of it, that’s all!’.. ‘Come on
now, Verity. Care might kill a cat! Look to the future!’ sstress
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Don’t CARE was made to care

Quot. 1959 gives the version of the traditional children’s rhyme found at Hackney,
London.

01959 1. & P. OPIE Lore and Language of Schoolchildren iii. 50 To ‘don’t-cares’ the
traditional saying is: Don’t care was made to care, Don’t care was hung, Don’t care was
put in a pot And boiled till he was done. 1992 D. LESSING African Laughter 223 Look at
the maize. How do we know what bugs the Portuguese brought in with maize? We don’t
know! We don’t care! Well, don’t care was made to care.. you ought to be able to stick a
finger easily into real soil. 2001 Spectator 19 May 13 And as the crime spawned by
permissiveness reaches even into the most secluded cul-de-sac, they will find that an
egalitarian government is neutral between victim and offender, so that while they cannot
defend themselves, there is nobody out there to protect them. Don’t care will be made to
care then. strouble

care see also CHILDREN are certain cares, but uncertain comforts; take care of the
PENCE and the pounds will take care of themselves.

Be CAREFUL what you pray for, you might get it

01933 Oakland Tribune 24 Feb B7 At 11a.m., the Rev. Tob Watt, pastor, will preach
on ‘Be Careful What You Pray For—You Might Get It.” 1985 Washington Post 22 Apr.
A2 Be careful what you pray for, it is said, for your prayer might be granted. Reagan now
is being Reagan, and the true believers are learning more than they ever wanted to know
about the perils of unleashing him. 1995 CNN, 2 Mar. Public opinion polls show well
over 70 percent of Americans are in favor. But it reminds me of a little prayer you hear—
or adage you hear from time to time—’Be careful what you pray for, you just might get
it.” Is it your sense that the majority of Americans who do want a balanced budget really
know what they’re in for? 2002 Times 4 Mar. 4 Howard had been thoroughly upbeat about
the future. ‘These last few weeks I’ve had to say: Be careful what you pray for, because it
might happen!’ scaution; hope

careful see if you can’t be GOOD, be careful.
The CARIBOU feeds the wolf, but it is the wolf who keeps the caribou strong

Inuit proverb, stressing the interrelationship between predator and prey.
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01963 F. MOWAT Never Cry Wolf (1979) 90 This is why the caribou and the wolf are
one: for the caribou feeds the wolf but it is the wolf who keeps the caribou strong. 2006
World Wildlife Fund website 31 Oct. ‘Arctic Wolf’ In most Native American
mythologies, the wolf is revered as a powerful spirit and its place in the web of life is
seen as vital. An old Inuit saying from the Kivalliq Region in northern Canada, says: ‘The
caribou feeds the wolf, but it is the wolf who keeps the caribou strong.” 2007 ‘Without a
Park to Range’ weblog 30 Jan. If you don’t believe biologists, heed an Inuit proverb
based on thousands of years of observation: ‘“The caribou feeds the wolf, but it is the wolf
who keeps the caribou strong.’ sstrength and weakness

A CARPENTER is known by his chips

oa 1533 LD. BERNERS Hist. Arthur (1582) 162° I know well my lorde Arthur hath
been here. .. He is a good carpenter, for he hath made here a faire sight of chips. 1546 J.
HEYWOOD Dialogue of Proverbs 1. vii. 14 Muste she not (quoth he) be welcome to vs
all, Amonge vs all, lettyng suche a farewell fall? But such carpenters, such chips. Quoth
she folke tell. 1738 SWIFT Polite Conversation ii. 153 ‘You have eaten nothing.’.. ‘See
all the Bones on my Plate: They say, a carpenter’s known by his Chips.” 1962 Washington
Daily News 24 July 14 In the idiom of the Middle West, you can tell a wood chopper by
his chips. President Kennedy’s economic report.. was based on the scientific estimates of
his Council of Economic Advisers. sappearance; human nature

carry see a DOG that will fetch a bone will carry a bone; SPEAK softly and carry a big
stick; everyone SPEAKS well of the bridge which carries him over.

cart see don’t PUT the cart before the horse.

case see CIRCUMSTANCES alter cases; HARD cases make bad law; no one should be
JUDGE in his own cause.

Ne’er CAST a clout till May be out

A warning not to leave off old or warm clothes until the end of May. The proverb does not
refer to May blossom, as is sometimes assumed.

01706 J. STEVENS Spanish & English Dict. s.v. Mayo, Hasta passado Mayo no te
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quites el sayo, Do not leave off your Coat till May be past. 1732 T. FULLER Gnomologia
no. 6193 Leave not off a Clout [item of clothing], Till May be out. 1832 A. HENDERSON
Scottish Proverbs 154 Cast ne’er a clout till May be out. 1948 R. GRAVES White
Goddess x. In ancient Greece, as in Britain, this [May] was the month in which people
went about in old clothes—a custom referred to in the proverb ‘Ne’er cast a clout ere
May be out,” meaning ‘do not put on new clothes until the unlucky month is over.” 1970
N. STREATFEILD Thursday’s Child xxv. I still wear four petticoats.. Ne’er cast a clout
till May be out. 1996 C. DUNN Murder on Flying Scotsman i. 7 Brought up on ‘Ne’er
cast a clout till May be out’ (May month or may blossom? she had always wondered),
Daisy was wearing her green tweed winter coat. scalendar lore; dress

cast see also COMING events cast their shadows before; OLD sins cast long shadows; do
not throw PEARLS to swine.

castle see an ENGLISHMAN’S house is his castle.

casualty see TRUTH is the first casualty of war.

It doesn’t matter if a CAT is black or white, as long as it catches mice

Chinese saying advocating pragmatism, possibly coined by Deng Xiaoping (1904-97).

01997 Daily Telegraph 20 Feb. (obituary of Deng Xiaoping, quoting from early
1960s) It doesn’t matter if a cat is black or white, as long as it catches mice. 2001 1.
CASES and v. DE LORENZO ‘The black cat/white cat principle of signal integration in
bacterial promoters’ in Embo Journal xx ‘Black cat, white cat: whatever catches the
mouse is a good cat’ (Chinese proverb). 2006 South China Morning Post 9 May (online)
Director of Broadcasting Chu Pui-hing.. said RTHK.. also had to abide by the rules.
“There is a saying: “It doesn’t matter whether it’s a black cat or white cat. It’s a good cat
as long as it catches mice.” .. [W]e are well aware that catching mice alone doesn’t make
us a good cat. We need to be a cat that catches mice according to the rules.’ =efficiency
and inefficiency; pragmatism

A CAT in gloves catches no mice

Restraint and caution (or ‘pussyfooting’) achieve nothing. Cf. 14th-cent. Fr. chat engaunté
ne surrizera ja bien, a gloved cat will never mouse well.
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01573 J. SANFORDE Garden of Pleasure 105 A gloued catte can catche no myse.
1592 G. DELAMOTHE French Alphabet 1I. 1 A mufled Cat is no good mouse hunter.
1758 B. FRANKLIN Poor Richard’s Almanack (Preface) Handle your Tools without
Mittens; remember that the Cat in Gloves catches no Mice. 1857 DICKENS Little Dorrit
II. xiv. Mrs. General, if I may reverse the common proverb.. is a cat in gloves who will
catch mice. That woman.. will be our mother-in-law. 1922 E. PHILLPOTTS Red
Redmaynes ix. As we say in Italy, ‘if you put a cat into gloves, she will not catch mice.’
You have been in gloves ever since you knew Madonna was a widow. 1979 Country Life
21 June 2047 There is hardly one [cat] but flings back the lie in the face of the old saying
that a cat in gloves catches no mice. Why dirty your paws when your servants will do it
for you? mefficiency and inefficiency

A CAT may look at a king

01546 J. HEYWOOD Dialogue of Proverbs II. v. H3 What, a cat maie looke on a
king, ye know. 1590 R. GREENE Never too Late VIII. 181 A Cat may look at a King, and
a swaynes eye hath as high a reach as a Lords looke. 1721 N. BAILEY English Dictionary
s.v. Cat, A Cat may look upon a King. This is a saucy Proverb, generally made use of by
pragmatical Persons. 1935 I. COMPTON-BURNETT House & its Head xi. There is no
harm in that, dear. A cat may look at a king; and it is only in that spirit that my poor
brother looks at Alison. 2001 Times 23 Nov. 20 Our trivia quiz shows are intended to
show that taxi drivers are as clever as philosophers and poets. A cat may look at a king. =

equality; society
When the CAT’s away, the mice will play

Cf. early 14th-cent. Fr. ou chat na rat regne, where there is no cat the rat is king; ¢ 1470
Harley MS 3362 in Retrospective Review (1854) May 309 The mows lordchy-pythe [rules]
ther a cat ys nawt; 1599 SHAKESPEARE Henry V 1. ii. 172 To her unguarded nest the weasel
Scot Comes sneaking, and so sucks her princely eggs, Playing the mouse in absence of the cat.

01607 T. HEYWOOD Woman killed with Kindness II. 135 Mum; there’s an old
prouerbe, when the cats away, the mouse may play. 1670 J. RAY English Proverbs 68
When the cat is away, the mice play. 1876 1. BANKS Manchester Man III. xiv. Mrs.
Ashton, saying ‘that when the cat’s away the mice will play’, had decided on remaining at
home. 1925 S. O’CASEY Juno&Paycock 1. 13 It’s a good job she has to be so often away,
for when the cat’s away, the mice can play! 2001 R. HILL Dialogues of Dead xxx. 258
‘When I’'m having the time of my life, you’d not deprive me of the pleasure of thinking
about all those poor sods back here working their fingers to the bone.” “You don’t really
believe that, do you? When the cat’s away..” ndiscipline; opportunity, taken
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The CAT, the rat, and Lovell the dog, rule all England under the hog

The allusion is explained in quot. 1586.

01516 R. FABYAN New Chronicles of England & France VIII. 219V The Catte the
Ratte And Louell our dogge Rulyth all Englande under a hogge. The whiche was ment
that Catisby Ratclyffe And the Lord Louell Ruled the lande under the kynge. 1586 R.
HOLINSHED Chronicles 1II. 746 [Richard III executed] a poore gentleman called
Collingborne [in 1484], for making a small rime of three of his.. councellors,.. lord
Louell, sir Richard Ratcliffe.. and sir William Catesbie. .. The Cat, the Rat, and Louell
our dog, Rule all England vnder an hog. Meaning by the hog, the.. wild boare, which was
the Kings cognisance [coat of arms]. 1816 SCOTT Antiquary ii. ‘His name.. was Lovel.’
‘What! the cat, the rat, and Lovel our dog? Was he descended from King Richard’s
favourite?’ 1973 A. CHRISTIE Postern of Fate 1. ii. The cat, the rat and Lovell, the dog,
Rule all England under the hog. .. The hog was Richard the Third. srulers and ruled

The CAT would eat fish, but would not wet her feet

Cf. medieval L. catus amat piscem, sed non vult tingere plantas, the cat loves a fish, but
does not wish to wet its feet.

oc 1225 in Englische Studien (1902) XXXI. 7 Cat lufat visch, ac he nele his feth wete.
c 1380 CHAUCER House of Fame I1I1. 1783 For ye be lyke the sweynte [tired] cat That
wolde have fissh; but wostow [do you know] what? He wolde nothing wete his clowes. ¢
1549 J. HEYWOOD Dialogue of Proverbs i. xi. B8V But you lust not to do, that longeth
therto. The cat would eate fyshe, and wold not wet her feete. 1605-6 SHAKESPEARE
Macbeth 1. vii. 44 Letting ‘I dare not’ wait upon ‘I would’, Like the poor cat i’ th’ adage.
1732 T. FULLER Gnomologia no. 6130 Fain would the Cat Fish eat, but she’s loth her
Feet to wet. 1928 Sphere 7 Jan. 36 ‘The cat would fain eat fish, but would not wet his
feet.’.. In modern days one might paraphrase it into ‘bad sailors would fain enjoy the sun,
but would not cross the channel’. sdecision and indecision; wanting and having

cat see also CARE Kkilled the cat; CURIOSITY killed the cat; feed a DOG for three days
and he will remember your kindness for three years.. ; DOGS look up to you, cats look down
on you, pigs is equal; KEEP no more cats than will catch mice; WANTON kittens make sober
cats; there is more than one WAY to skin a cat; there are more WAYS of killing a cat than
choking it with cream; also CATS.
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You cannot CATCH old birds with chaff

The wise and experienced are not easily fooled.

01481 CAXTON Reynard the Fox (1880) xlI. Wenest [do you think] thou thus to
deceyue. .. I am no byrde to be locked ne take by chaf. I know wel ynowh good corn. c
1590 Timon (1842) IV. ii. Tis well.—An olde birde is not caught with chaffe. 1670 J.
RAY English Proverbs 126 You can’t catch old birds with chaff. 1853 THACKERAY
Newcomes 11. xv. They ogled him as they sang.. with which chaff our noble bird was by
no means to be caught. 1961 ‘L. BRUCE’ Die All, Die Merrily (1986) xx. 188 ‘But why,
headmaster? On what do you base that?’ ‘Aha,’ said Mr. Gorringer, ‘old birds are not to
be caught with chaff. I sensed it as soon as you failed to name him among your
“possibles.”’ mexperience; wisdom

catch see also it doesn’t matter if a CAT is black or white, as long as it catches mice; a
CAT in gloves catches no mice; a DROWNING man will clutch at a straw; EAGLES don’t
catch flies; the EARLY bird catches the worm; FIRST catch your hare; HONEY catches more
flies than vinegar; KEEP no more cats than will catch mice; if you RUN after two hares you
will catch neither; a SHUT mouth catches no flies; if the SKY falls we shall catch larks; SUE a
beggar and catch a louse; set a THIEF to catch a thief; see also caught.

CATCHING’s before hanging

01818 A. N. ROYALL Letters from Alabama (1830) xxxvi. Yes, says Marchant, but
catching’s before hanging—the villain’s cleared out. 1876 W. G. NASH New England
Life vii. Catchin’ before spankin’ is the rule. 1961 E. SEEMAN In Arms of Mountain 60
Ketchin’ comes before hangin’, I always say. saction and consequence

All CATS are grey in the dark

The proverb, which turns on the concept that the night obscures all distinguishing features,
is used in a variety of contexts.

oc 1549 J. HEYWOOD Dialogue of Proverbs i. v. A6Y When all candels be out, all
cats be grey. All thyngs are then of one colour. 1596 T. LODGE Margarite of America

H2V All cattes are grey in the darke.. and therefore (good madam) you doe well to
preferre the eie. 1745 B. FRANKLIN Letter 25 June in Papers (1961) III. 31 And as in the
dark all Cats are grey, the Pleasure of corporal Enjoyment with an old Woman is at least
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equal, and frequently superior. 1886 H. JAMES Princess Casamassima 1. xiv. ‘If she
isn’t, what becomes of your explanation?’.. ‘Oh, it doesn’t matter; at night all cats are
grey.” 1990 R. RICHARDSON Dying of Light xi. 130 He braked as a cat scuttled in front
of him. .. “Was that black?’ ‘All cats are grey in the dark,’ Tess quoted. ‘But it could have
been. That’s lucky.” 2007 New Scientist 30 June 45 There is a French expression which in
English becomes ‘at night all cats are grey’, but the Hungarian version of this translates
as ‘at night all cows are black’. ssimilarity and dissimilarity

cattle see HURRY no man’s cattle.

caught see don’t SELL the skin till you have caught the bear.

cause see no one should be JUDGE in his own cause.

cease see WONDERS will never cease.

century see BETTER a century of tyranny than one day of chaos.

certain see CHILDREN are certain cares, but uncertain comforts; NOTHING is certain but
death and taxes; NOTHING is certain but the unforeseen.

chaff see you cannot CATCH old birds with chaff; a KING’S chaff is worth more than
other men’s corn.

A CHAIN is no stronger than its weakest link

01856 C. KINGSLEY Letter 1 Dec. (1877) 11. 499 The devil is very busy, and no one
knows better than he, that ‘nothing is stronger than its weakest part’. 1868 L. STEPHEN
in Cornhill Mag. XVII. 295 A chain is no stronger than its weakest link; but if you show
how admirably the last few are united.. half the world will forget to test the security of
the.. parts which are kept out of sight. 1986 L. J. PETER Peter Pyramid ii. A chain is only
as strong as its weakest link; and the longer the chain, the more weak links. sstrength
and weakness

Don’t CHANGE horses in mid-stream
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The proverb is also used in the phrase to change horses in mid-stream.

01864 A. LINCOLN Collected Works (1953) VII. 384 I am reminded.. of a story of an
old Dutch farmer, who remarked to a companion once that ‘it was best not to swap horses
when crossing streams’. 1929 R. GRAVES Good-bye to All That xxiii. ‘If ours is the true
religion why do you not become a Catholic?’.. ‘Reverend father, we have a proverb in
England never to swap horses while crossing a stream’. 1967 RIDOUT & WITTING
English Proverbs Explained 41 Don’t change horses in midstream. .. If we think it
necessary to make changes, we must choose the right moment to make them. 1979 D.
MAY Revenger’s Comedy ix. Changing horses, love? I should look before you leap. =
decision and indecision

A CHANGE is as good as a rest

01890 A. CONAN DOYLE in Lippincott’s Monthly Mag. Feb. x. 198 Well, I gave my
mind a thorough rest by plunging into a chemical analysis. One of our greatest statesmen
has said that a change of work is the best rest. So it is. 1895 J. THOMAS Randigal
Rhymes 59 Change of work is as good as touchpipe [a short interval of rest]. 1903 V. S.
LEAN Collectanea 111. 439 Change of work is rest. (Manx.) 1951 M. COLES Now or
Never ii. On the principle that a change of work is a rest, we redecorated the bathroom. ..
We came to the conclusion that the saying is a fallacy. 1967 O. MILLS Death enters Lists
viii. There would be no fish-bits for Whiskers.. but she could buy him some fish-pieces;
and a change was as good as a rest, she remembered. 1984 D. CANNELL Thin Woman
xiii. Me old grandpa used to say ‘a change is as good as a rest’, and at my time of life
variety don’t often come aknocking. 1994 S. SHAW Villain of Earth (1995) iv. 33 ‘No
disrespect to John Quennell, but my career’s not really advancing as it ought to, and
perhaps our relationship’s a little on the stale side. A change is as good as a rest, as they
say.” mchange; recreation

CHANGE the name and not the letter, change for the worse and not the better

Explained in William Henderson’s Notes on the Folk Lore of the Northern Counties of
England and the Borders (1866): ‘It is unlucky for a woman to marry a man whose surname
begins with the same letter as her own’ (p. 26).

01853 Notes & Queries 1st ser. VIII. 150 Is the following distich known in any part of
England? ‘To change the name but not the letter, Is to marry for worse, and not for
better.” I met with it in an American book, but it was probably an importation. 1936 T. C.
H. JACOBS Appointment with Hangman ii. 18 ‘Change the name and not the letter,
change for the worse and not the better. She ought to be warned about that.” 1950 woman
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from Forfar, Angus, quoted in I. OPIE & M. TATEM Oxford Dictionary of Superstitions
(1996) 238 A change of name and not of letter Is a change for the worse and not the

better. smarriage; superstition

change see also (verb) if you are not the LEAD dog, the view never changes; the
LEOPARD does not change his spots; TIMES change and we with time.

chaos see BETTER a century of tyranny than one day of chaos.
chapel see where GOD builds a church, the Devil will build a chapel.
CHARITY begins at home

oc 1383 in Wyclif English Works (EETS) 78 Charite schuld bigyne at hem-self. a
1625 BEAUMONT & FLETCHER Wit without Money V. ii. Charity and beating begins at
home. 1659 T. FULLER Appeal of Injured Innocence 1. 25 Charity begins, but doth not
end, at home. .. My Church-History.. began with our own Domestick affairs. .. I intended..
to have proceeded to forrain Churches. 1748 SMOLLETT Roderick Random 1. vi. The
world would do nothing for her if she should come to want—charity begins at home. 1910
‘SAKI’ Reginald in Russia 2 With her, as with a great many of her sex, charity began at
homeliness and did not generally progress much farther. 1985 C. MACLEOD Plain Old
Man xiv. “You know Aunt Emma never gives anybody a complimentary ticket. If she
did,.. there’d be no money raised for charity.” ‘I thought charity began at home.” 1996
Washington Post 30 July C16 True, charity begins at home, but it shouldn’t end there. =
charity; home

CHARITY covers a multitude of sins

Cf. ERASMUS Responsio ad Albertum Pium (1529) 35Yquid est charitas? Est pallium
monachi. Qui sic? Quia operit multitudinem peccatorum, What is Charity? A monk’s cloak.
Why? Because it covers a multitude of sins. With allusion to I PETER iv. 8 (AV) For charity
shall cover the multitude of sins.

oa 1633 G. HERBERT Priest to Temple (1652) xii. Many and wonderfull things are
spoken of thee. .. To Charity is given the covering of sins. 1794 J. Q. ADAMS Letter 26
May in Writings (1913) 1. 191 Faction covers at least as great a multitude of sins as
charity. 1836 E. HOWARD Rattlin the Reefer 1. xxx. The blue coat, like charity, cover-
eth a multitude of sins. 1908 ‘O. HENRY’ Gentle Grafter 47 According to the old
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proverb, ‘Charity covers a multitude of skins’. 1982 G. HAMMOND Game xvi. Charity,
after all, can cover up a multitude of sins. scharity; forgiveness

chase see a STERN chase is a long chase.
It is as CHEAP sitting as standing

Commonly applied literally.

01666 G. TORRIANO Italian Proverbs 277 The English say, It is as cheap sitting as
standing, my Masters. 1858 SURTEES Ask Mamma xlix. Let’s get chairs, and be snug;
it’s as cheap sitting as standing. 1932 ‘J. J. CONNINGTON’ Sweepstake Murders ix. He
returned to Tommie Redhill’s car. ‘Jump in, Inspector,” Tommie suggested, opening the
door at his side. ‘It’s as cheap sitting as standing.” 1946 ‘R. T. CAMPBELL’ Bodies in
Bookshop xix. The old man.. grunted angrily and lowered himself into a chair. I had
already taken a seat. It was as cheap to sit as to stand. sidleness

cheap see also why buy a cow when milk is so cheap; TALK is cheap.

cheapest see BUY in the cheapest market and sell in the dearest.

CHEATS never prosper

Also cheaters, esp. in US. Cf. a 1612 J. HARINGTON Epigrams (1618) IV. 5 Treason doth
neuer prosper, what’s the reason? For if it prosper, none dare call it Treason.

01805 R. PARKINSON Tour in America II. xxix. It is a common saying in England,
that ‘Cheating never thrives’: but, in America, with honest trading you cannot succeed.
1903 V. S. LEAN Collectanea 11. 38 ‘Cheating never prospers.” A proverb frequently
thrown at each other by young people when playing cards. 1935 R. CROMPTON William
—the Detective vi. They avenged themselves upon the newcomer .. by shouting the time-
honoured taunt ‘Cheats never prosper.” 1971 R. L. FISH Green Hell Treasure ii. ‘So you
figured.. that someone in the classroom had been helping him with his homework, and
that was cheating. Which you frown on.” ‘With reason,” Da Silva said virtuously.
‘Cheaters never prosper.” 2001 Washington Times 30 Aug. B8 Cheaters never prosper.
They only receive the keys to the city from Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. swrong-doers
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cheek see there is always one who KISSES, and one who turns the cheek.
cheeping see MAY chickens come cheeping.

cheese see an APPLE-PIE without some cheese is like a kiss without a squeeze.
A CHERRY year, a merry year; a plum year, a dumb year

01678 J. RAY English Proverbs (ed. 2) 52 A cherry year a merry year: A plum year a
dumb year. This is a puerile and senceless rythme.. as far as I can see. 1869 R.
INWARDS Weather Lore 14 The progress of the seasons may be watched by observing
the punctuality of the vegetable world. .. A cherry year, a merry year. A plum year, a
dumb year. 1979 V. CANNING Satan Sampler ix. Warboys was studying an arrangement
of cherry blossom. .. The blossom was good this year. A cherry year, a merry year. =

garden lore

chicken see don’t COUNT your chickens before they are hatched; CURSES, like chickens,
come home to roost; MAY chickens come cheeping.

Monday’s CHILD is fair of face

Each line of the verse (quot. 1838) may be used separately. Examples relating to different
days of the week are illustrated here for convenience. In quot. 1838 ‘Christmas’ is an unusual
variant, ‘Sabbath’ being far more common.

01838 A. E. BRAY Traditions of Devon 1I. 287 Monday’s child is fair of face,
Tuesday’s child is full of grace, Wednesday’s child is full of woe, Thursday’s child has
far to go, Friday’s child is loving and giving, Saturday’s child works hard for its living,
And a child that’s born on the Christmas day Is fair and wise and good and gay. 1915 J.
BUCHAN Salute to Adventurers i. I was a Thursday’s bairn, and so, according to the old
rhyme, ‘had far to go’. 1935 D. JONES Journal 12 Nov. in R. Hague Dai Greatcoat
(1980) II. 81 Which day’s child is ‘loving and giving’ in the rhyme?.. Is it Wednesday’s?
1957 V. BRITTAIN Testament of Experience 1. ii. From the outset Shirley sustained the
nursery adage which commends ‘Sunday’s child’, for she put on weight steadily and was
the easiest of infants to rear. 1980 A. WILSON Setting World on Fire 1I. iii. She showed
her contrition by stroking his hair. ‘Saturday’s child works hard for his living,” she
murmured. 1997 Washington Post 18 Dec. C27 Monday’s child is fair of face. | Tuesday’s
child is full of grace. | Wednesday’s child is full of woe. | Thursday’s child has far to go. |
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Friday’s child is loving and giving. | Saturday’s child works hard for a living. | And the
child born on the Sabbath day | Is bonny and blithe, and good and gay. =children

The CHILD is the father of the man

An assertion of the unity of character from youth to manhood. Cf. 1671 MILTON Paradise
Regained 1V. 220 The childhood shews the man, As morning shews the day.

01807 WORDSWORTH Poems (1952) 1. 226 My heart leaps up when I behold A
rainbow in the sky: So was it when my life began.. The Child is father of the Man. 1871
S. SMILES Character ii. The influences which contribute to form the character of the
child.. endure through life. .. “The child is father of the man.” 1907 E. GOSSE Father &
Son xii. We are the victims of hallowed proverbs, and one of the most classic of these
tells us that ‘the child is the father of the man’. 2002 Washington Post 31 May C7 ‘The
child is father of the man’ is an idea that’s been around for a while, but Gail Tsukiyama
takes this notion and tweaks it, ever so gently. schildren; human nature

child see also a BURNT child dreads the fire; PRAISE the child, and you make love to the
mother; SPARE the rod and spoil the child; it takes a whole VILLAGE to bring up a child; it is
a WISE child that knows its own father.

CHILDREN and fools tell the truth

Cf. late 14th-cent. Fr. pour savoir vrai de chose toute, yvre, enffant, sot et femme escoute,
to know the truth about everything, listen to drunkards, children, idiots, and women; ¢ 1425 in
Anglia (1885) VIII. 154 Atte laste treuthe was tryed oute of a childe and dronken man.

01537 in Letters & Papers of Reign of Henry VIII (1929) Addenda I. I. 437 It is ‘an
old saying that a child, a fool and a drunken man will ever show.. the truth’. 1591 LYLY
Endymion IV. ii. Children must not see Endimion, because children and fooles speake
true. 1652 J. TATHAM Scots Figgaries III. 23 T am a fool ‘tis confest, but children and
fooles tell truth sometimes; you know. 1805 SCOTT Letter Jan. (1932) 1. 233 It is a
proverb, that children and fools talk truth and I am mistaken if even the same valuable
quality may not sometimes be extracted out of the tales made to entertain both. 1921
Evening Standard 21 Oct. 9 Solicitor.. ‘Are you telling the truth in this case?’ Witness.—
Only children and fools tell the truth. 1972 ‘D. SHANNON’ Murder with Love ii. All he
said was that children and fools speak the truth. schildren; fools; truth
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CHILDREN are certain cares, but uncertain comforts
The sense is reversed in the last quotation.

01639 J. CLARKE Paremiologia Anglo-Latina 240 Children are uncertaine comforts,
but certaine cares. 1641 R. BRATHWAIT English Gentleman (ed. 3) 27 Children reflect
constant cares, but uncertaine comforts. 1732 T. FULLER Gnomologia no. 1095 Children
are certain Cares, but uncertain comforts. 1885 E. J. HARDY How to be Happy though
Married xvi. Children are not ‘certain sorrows and uncertain pleasures’ when properly
managed. 1915 J. WEBSTER Dear Enemy 203 My new little family has driven
everything out of my mind. Bairns are certain joy, but nae sma’ care. schildren and

parents

CHILDREN should be seen and not heard
Originally applied specifically to (young) women.

oc 1400 J. MIRK Festial (EETS) 1. 230 Hyt ys an old Englysch sawe [saying]: ‘A
mayde schuld be seen, but not herd.” 1560 T. BECON Works 1. Bbb2 This also must
honest maids provide, that they be not full of tongue. .. A maid should be seen, and not
heard. 1773 R. GRAVES Spiritual Quixote 1. I11. xviii. It is a vulgar maxim, ‘that a pretty
woman should rather be seen than heard’. 1820 J. Q. ADAMS Memoirs (1875) V. xii. My
dear mother’s constant lesson in childhood, that children in company should be seen and
not heard. 1959 M. BRADBURY Eating People is Wrong ii. ‘You think that children
should be seen and not heard then?’ asked the novelist. 2002 Times 2 2 May 8 But
although mothers may not want to draw attention to themselves,.. there is never any
guarantee that their baby.. has yet learnt the old maxim that children should be seen and
not heard. =children; manners

children see also the DEVIL’S children have the Devil’s luck; FOOLS and bairns should
never see half-done work; HEAVEN protects children, sailors, and drunken men.

chip see a CARPENTER is known by his chips.

choice see you PAYS your money and you takes your choice; SMALL choice in rotten
apples.
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choke see it is idle to SWALLOW the cow and choke on the tail.

choking see there are more WAYS of killing a cat than choking it with cream; there are
more WAYS of killing a dog than choking it with butter.

Never CHOOSE your women or your linen by candlelight

01573 J. SANFORDE Garden of Pleasure 51 Choose not a woman, nor linnen clothe
by the candle. 1678 J. RAY English Proverbs (ed. 2) 64 Neither women nor linnen by
candle-light. 1737 B. FRANKLIN Poor Richard’s Almanack (May) Fine linnen, girls and
gold so bright. Chuse not to take by candlelight. 1980 Woman’s Journal Dec. 105 ‘Never
choose your women or your linen by candlelight,’ they used to say: a testimony to the
soft, flattering glow that candles always give. mappearance, deceptive; women

choose see also of two EVILS choose the less.
chooser see BEGGARS can’t be choosers.
chosen see MANY are called but few are chosen.

Christmas see the DEVIL makes his Christmas pies of lawyers’ tongues and clerks’
fingers; a DOG is for life, not just for Christmas; a GREEN Yule makes a fat churchyard.

The CHURCH is an anvil which has worn out many hammers

The saying originated in the reply of the Calvinist theologian Theodore Beza (1519-1605)
to the King of Navarre after the massacre of the Huguenots at Vassy in March 1562. The king
had attempted to excuse the massacre on the grounds of the Protestants’ having provoked the
Duke of Guise and his followers by throwing stones at them.

01853 G. DE FELICE Hist. Protestants of France 1. II. v. 156 (tr. Beza to King of
Navarre, 1562) It is the peculiarity of the Church of God.. to endure blows, not to give
them; but yet you will be pleased to remember, that it is an anvil on which many a
hammer has been broken. 1908 A. MACLAREN Acts of Apostles 1. 136 The Church is an
anvil which has worn out many hammers and the story of the first collision is, in
essentials, the story of all. 1920 J. BUCHAN Path of King vii. ‘From this day I am an
exile from France so long as it pleases God to make His Church an anvil for the blows of
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His enemies.’.. ‘God’s church is now an anvil, but remember.. it is an anvil which has
worn out many hammers. sChristianity

church see also the BLOOD of the martyrs is the seed of the Church; where GOD builds a
church, the Devil will build a chapel; he is a GOOD dog who goes to church; the NEARER the
church, the farther from God.

churchyard see a GREEN Yule makes a fat churchyard.
CIRCUMSTANCES alter cases

01678 T. RYMER Tragedies of Lost Age 177 There may be circumstances that alter
the case, as when there is a sufficient ground of partiality. 1776 W. HEATH Memoirs
(1798) 92 Our General reflected for a moment, that as circumstances alter cases, Gen.
Washington.. might possibly wish for some aid. 1895 J. PAYN In Market Overt xxxix.
Circumstances alter cases even with the best of us, as was shown in a day or two in the
conduct of the Lord Bishop. 1938 A. CHRISTIE Appointment with Death xiii. It is
undoubtedly true that circumstances alter cases. I do feel.. that in the present
circumstances decisions may have to be reconsidered. 1998 ‘C. AIRD’ Stiff News (2000)
v. 56 ‘I didn’t say anything before,” the Matron murmured awkwardly, ‘because I
couldn’t imagine that it could be important.” ‘Circumstances alter cases,’ said Crosby
prosaically. scircumstances

circus see if you can’t RIDE two horses at once, you shouldn’t be in the circus.

cite see the DEVIL can quote Scripture for his own ends.

city see if every man would SWEEP his own doorstep the city would soon be clean.
A CIVIL question deserves a civil answer

01853 T. C. HALIBURTON Sam Slick’s Wise Saws 1I1. ii. Give a civil answer to a civil
question. 1858 S. A. HAMMETT Piney Woods Tavern xxvii. The Squire there asked me a
civil question, and that desarves a civil answer,—at least that’s manners where I come
from. 1935 E. GREENWOOD Pins & Needles xi. ‘“Thank you for those few words,” Aunt
said effusively. ‘I’ve got what I wanted—a civil answer to a civil question.’
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CIVILITY costs nothing

Politeness now often replaces civility. Cf. late 15th-cent. Fr. de bouche honnesteté.. petit
couste et vault plenté, courteous words.. cost little and are worth much.

01706 J. STEVENS Spanish & English Dict. S.V. Cortesia, Mouth civility is worth
much and costs little. 17765 LADY M. W. MONTAGU Letter 30 May (1967) III. 107
Remember Civility costs nothing, and buys every thing. 1765 H. TIMBERLAKE Memoirs
73 Politeness .. costs but little. 1873 W. ALLINGHAM Rambles xiv. Civility costs
nothing, it is said—Nothing, that is, to him that shows it; but it often costs the world very
dear. 1980 E. HARRIS Medium for Murder x. ‘It made me hopping mad to hear you kow-
towing to him.’.. ‘Politeness costs nothing,” said Brooker. 1992 C. GRAHAM Death in
Disguise v. 95 There was no call, Jill’s boss had agreed whilst comforting his employee
with an iced Malibu, to take that tone. Politeness cost nothing. smanners; politeness

claws see a CLEVER hawk hides its claws.
clay see CANDLEMAS day, put beans in the clay, put candles and candle-sticks away.

clean see a clean CONSCIENCE is a good pillow; NEW brooms sweep clean; if every man
would SWEEP his own doorstep the city would soon be clean.

CLEANLINESS is next to godliness

Next in this proverb means ‘immediately following’, as in serial order. Cf. 1605 BACON
Advancement of Learning 11. 44 Cleannesse of bodie was euer esteemed to proceed from a due
reuerence to God.

oa 1791 WESLEY Works (1872) VII. 16 Slovenliness is no part of religion. ..
‘Cleanliness is indeed next to godliness.” 1876 F. G. BURNABY Ride to Khiva x.
‘Cleanliness is next to Godliness.’ The latter quality, as displayed in a Russian devotee, is
more allied with dirt than anything else. 1979 C. EGLETON Backfire i. The hospital staff
had a thing about personal cleanliness, next to godliness, you might say. 2002
Washington Post 14 Aug. C2 But a $6,000 shower curtain? Even if cleanliness is next to
godliness, isn’t that kinda steep? scleanliness

CLERGYMEN’S sons always turn out badly
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01885 E. J. HARDY How to be Happy though Married xix. The Proverb says that
‘Clergymen’s sons always turn out badly’. . because the children are surfeited with severe
religion, not with the true religion of Christ. 1922 W. R. INGE Outspoken Essays 2nd Ser.
vii. An Eton boy.. when asked why the sons of Eli turned out badly, replied “The sons of
clergymen always turn out badly’. 1982 B. PYM Unsuitable Attachment iii. Yes, sons of
the clergy often go to the bad, and daughters, too. schildren and parents

clerk see the DEVIL makes his Christmas pies of lawyers’ tongues and clerks’ fingers.

A CLEVER hawk hides its claws

Japanese proverb.

01994 S. NISON Beyond Candlesticks i. There is a Japanese saying, ‘A clever hawk
hides its claws.” For over a century, the claws of Japanese technical analysis, that is
candlestick charts, were a secret hidden from the western world. 1999 Medical Education
XXXIIL. ii. 150 No-one appears eager to reduce medical costs, and people are inclined to
devote their efforts to other fields. This is encapsulated in a famous Japanese proverb: A
wise hawk feigns incapacity by hiding his sharp claws. 2007 J. HUIZENGA ‘Ten Tips for
Teaching English as a Foreign Language’ on www.transitionsabroad.com In classrooms
outside the U.S., however, showing solidarity with classmates.. is often more important
than looking good for the teacher.. This holds true in Japan and China.. where proverbs
express the cultural idea in a nutshell:.. “The clever hawk hides its claws’. sguile

client see a man who is his own LAWYER has a fool for his client.

climb see he that would EAT the fruit must climb the tree; the HHGHER the monkey
climbs the more he shows his tail.

Hasty CLIMBERS have sudden falls

oa 1439 J. LYDGATE Fall of Princes (EETS) I11. 953 The wheel of Fortune tourneth
as a ball; Sodeyn clymbyng axeth a sodeyn fall. c 1511 S. HAWES Comfort of Lovers
(1975) A4 Clymbe not to fast, lest sodenlye ye slyde. 1592 R. GREENE Repentance in
Works XII. 158 For a yong man led on by selfe will. .. Hee forseath not that such as clime
hastely fall sodainely. 1605 Capt. Thomas Stukeley D1 But there are many daungers by
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the way, and hastie climers quicklie catch a fall. 1616 N. BRETON Crossing of Proverbs
II. A4 Hasty climbers haue sodaine falls...Not if they sit fast. 1869 C. H. SPURGEON
John Ploughman’s Talk xix. Hints as to thriving. .. Hasty climbers have sudden falls.
1987 Daily Telegraph 27 Apr. 12 The ambition to send spaceships to the red planet
reminds me of the old saying: ‘Hasty climbers quickly catch a fall.” mambition

From CLOGS to clogs is only three generations

Said to be a Lancashire proverb. Similar to from SHIRTSLEEVES to shirtsleeves in three
generations. The clog, a shoe with a thick wooden sole, was commonly used by factory and
other manual workers in the north of England. Cf. 1700 DRYDEN Wife of Bath in Fables
Ancient & Modern 493 Seldom three descents continue good. 1721 J. KELLY Scottish
Proverbs 312 The Father buys, the Son biggs [builds], The Grandchild sells, and his Son thiggs

[begs].

01871 Notes & Queries 4th Ser. VII. 472 ‘From clogs to clogs is only three
generations.” A Lancashire proverb, implying that, however rich a poor man may
eventually become, his great-grandson will certainly fall back to poverty and ‘clogs’.
1938 R. G. COLLINGWOQD Principles of Art v. But the poor, who are always the last
guardians of a tradition, knew that the curse of God rested on idleness, and spoke of three
generations from clogs to clogs. 1993 ‘C. AIRD’ Going Concern (1994) vii. 51 Claude
Miller, Chairman and Managing Director of Chern-woods’ Dyestuffs, was a living
exemplification of the old saw about it being ‘only three generations from clogs to clogs.’
His father hadn’t been the man his father was and, worse still, Claude Miller wasn’t even
the man his father had been. sfamily; proverty

close see when ONE door shuts, another opens. cloth see CUT your coat according to your
cloth.

CLOTHES make the man

Cf. Gk. #iirata avijp, the man is his clothing; ERASMUS Adages ‘Divitiae’ vestis virum
facit.

oa 1400 Prov. Wisdom 1. 59 in Archiv (1893) XC. 245 Euer maner and clothyng
makyth man. c 1445 Peter Idley’s Instructions to his Son (1935) I. 82 Ffor clothyng oft
maketh man. 1591 J. FLORIO Second Fruits 115 Though manners makes, yet apparell
shapes. 1617 R. GREENE Alcida B3 The Hood makes not the Monke, nor the apparrell
the man. 1836 CARLYLE Sartor 1. V. Clothes gave us individuality, distinctions, social
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polity. Clothes have made men of us. 1933 J. HILTON Lost Horizon 3 Still, it did happen
—and it goes some way to show that clothes make the man, doesn’t it? 2001 Washington
Post 17 Dec. C12 Gem of the day (credit Mark Twain): Clothes make the man. Naked
people have little or no influence on society. mappearance, significant; dress

clothes see there is no such thing as BAD weather, only the wrong clothes.
Every CLOUD has a silver lining

A poetic sentiment that even the gloomiest outlook contains some hopeful or consoling
aspect. Cf. 1634 MILTON Comus 1. 93 Was I deceiv’d, or did a sable cloud Turn forth her
silver lining on the night?

01863 D. R. LOCKE Struggles of P. V. Nasby (1872) xxiii. Ther is a silver linin to
evry cloud. 1869 P. T. BARNUM Struggles & Triumphs 406 ‘Every cloud’, says the
proverb, ‘has a silver lining.”’ 1991 T. MO Redundancy of Courage xxii. 283 This
misfortune of hers had done wonders for our up and down relationship—all clouds have a
silver lining, don’t they say. 2002 Spectator 13 Apr. 74 Still, every cloud has a silver
lining, and he was quiet for the rest of the meal, which is something of a delightful first. =

optimism
clout see ne’er CAST a clout till May be out.
clutch see a DROWNING man will clutch at a straw.
coat see CUT your coat according to your cloth.
Let the COBBLER stick to his last

Attributed to the Greek painter Apelles (4th cent. BC): see quot. 1721. The ‘shoemaker’
variant is a long-standing one in British proverb lore, but is now mainly North American. A
last is a wooden or metal model on which a shoemaker fashions shoes or boots. Cf. PLINY
Natural History xxxv. 85 ne supra crepidam sutor iudicaret, the cobbler should not judge
beyond his shoe; ERASMUS Adages 1. vi. 16 ne sutor ultra crepidam.

01539 R. TAVERNER tr. Erasmus’ Adages 17 Let not the shoemaker go beyond hys
shoe. 1616 J. WITHALS Dict. (rev. ed.) 567 Cobler keepe your last. 1639 J. CLARKE
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Paremiologia Anglo-Latina 21 Cobler keepe to your last. 1721 J. KELLY Scottish
Proverbs 242 Let not the Cobler go beyond his last. .. Taken from the famous Story of
Apelles, who could not bear that the Cobler should correct any part of his Picture beyond
the Slipper. 1868 W. CLIFT Tim Bunker Papers lix. I understood the use of a plow..
better than the use of a pen.. remembering the old saw ‘Let the cobbler stick to his last.’
1930 C. F. GREGG Murder on Bus xxx. Yet even then, Mapell had been mixed up with a
gang of blackmailers. The shoemaker sticks to his last! 1984 A. MACLEAN San Andreas
viii. Point taken, Mr. McKinnon. You see before you a rueful cobbler who will stick to
his last from now on. swork

The COBBLER to his last and the gunner to his linstock

A fanciful variant of the preceding proverb. A linstock is a staff with a forked head to hold
a lighted match.

01748 SMOLLETT Roderick Random 11. xlii. I meddle with no body’s affairs but my
own; The gunner to his linstock, and the steersman to the helm, as the saying is. 1893 H.
MAXWELL Life of W. H. Smith 1I. v. He.. never showed any disposition to trespass on
the province of science or literature. .. There is sound sense in the adage, “The cobbler to
his last and the gunner to his linstock.” swork

cobbler see also the SHOEMAKER’S son always goes barefoot.
Every COCK will crow upon his own dunghill

Everyone is confident or at ease when on home ground. Cf. SENECA Apocolocyn-tosis vii.
gallum in suo sterquilinio plurimum posse, the cock is most powerful on his own dunghill; the
work is a satire on Claudius’ deification at death, and Seneca is punning on Claudius’
provincial origin and interests, as gallus means both a cock and a Gaul.

oa 1250 Ancrene Wisse (1952) 62 Coc is kene [bold] on his owune mixerne [midden].
1387 J. TREVISA tr. Higden’s Polychronicon (1879) VIII. 5 As Seneca seith, a cok is
most myghty on his dongehille. 1546 J. HEYWOOD Dialogue of Proverbs 1. xi. D2 He
was at home there, he myght speake his will. Euery cocke is proude on his owne dunghill.
1771 SMOLLETT Humphry Clinker 1I. 178 Insolence.. akin to the arrogance of the
village cock, who never crows but upon his own dunghill. 1935 D. L. SAYERS Gaudy
Night xix. ‘I believe you’re showing off.’.. ‘Every cock will crow upon his own dunghill.’
1980 M. GILBERT Death of Favourite Girl vii. Mariner seemed to be easy enough. A
cock on his own dunghill. shome
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cock see also there’s many a GOOD cock come out of a tattered bag; the ROBIN and the
wren are God’s cock and hen.

COLD hands, warm heart

01903 V. S. LEAN Collectanea 111. 380 A cold hand and a warm heart. 1910 W. G.
COLLINGWOOD Dutch Agnes 206 1 did take her hand. .. Cold hand, warm heart! 1927 J.
M. BARRIE Shall We join Ladies in Plays (1928) 840 I knew you would be on my side. ..
Cold hand—warm heart. That is the saying, isn’t it? 1962 E. LININGTON Knave of
Hearts xv. A hot, humid night, but her hands cold. Cold hands, warm heart. 1985 D. & S.
ROSEN Death & Blintzes xxvi. ‘Belle, your hands are cold,” he said. ‘Cold hands, that’s

» D

funny?’ “You know the old saying, “cold hands, warm heart”.” slove

cold see also (noun) as the DAY lengthens, so the cold strengthens; FEED a cold and
starve a fever; (adjective) REVENGE is a dish that can be eaten cold.

colour see a GOOD horse cannot be of a bad colour.

come see ALL things come to those who wait; the BIGGER they are, the harder they fall;
don’t CROSS the bridge till you come to it; EASY come, easy go; never do EVIL that good
may come of it; FIRST come, first served; what GOES around comes around; all is GRIST
that comes to the mill; LIGHT come, light go; come LIVE with me and you’ll know me;
MARCH comes in like a lion, and goes out like a lamb; if the MOUNTAIN will not come to
Mahomet, Mahomet must go to the mountain; when POVERTY comes in at the door, love
flies out of the window; QUICKLY come, quickly go; when THIEVES fall out, honest men
come by their own; TOMORROW never comes.

comfort see CHILDREN are certain cares, but uncertain comforts.
COMING events cast their shadows before

01803 T. CAMPBELL Poetical Works (1907) 159 ‘Tis the sunset of life gives me
mystical love, And coming events cast their shadows before. 1857 TROLLOPE
Barchester Towers 11. v. The coming event of Mr. Quiverful’s transference to Barchester
produced a delicious shadow in the shape of a new outfit for Mrs. Quiverful. 1979 D.
LESSING Shikasta 231 ‘Coming events cast their shadows before.” This Shikastan
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[Earthly] observation was of particular appropriateness during an epoch when the tempo
of events was so speeded up. sfuture

command see he that cannot OBEY cannot command.
COMMON fame is seldom to blame

Cf. 1597 H. LOK Sundry Christian Passions 149 Though prouerbe truely say, by fames
affect, Gods iudgement lightly doth a truth detect.

01639 J. CLARKE Paremiologia Anglo-Latina 227 Common fame’s seldome to
blame. 1721 J. KELLY Scottish Proverbs 80 Common Fame sindle [seldom] to blame. A
man will seldom be under an universal ill Report, unless he has given some occasion for
it. 1853 R. C. TRENCH Lessons in Proverbs 13 Common fame is seldom to blame. 1936
R. A. J. WALLING Corpse in Crimson Slippers i. But though, as the proverb says,
common fame is seldom to blame, don’t believe everything you hear about me. spublic

opinion
communication see EVIL communications corrupt good manners.

A man is known by the COMPANY he keeps

Originally used as a moral maxim or exhortation in the context of (preparation for)
marriage.

01541 M. COVERDALE tr. H. Bullinger’s Christian State of Matrimony F6 So maye
much be spyed also, by the company and pastyme that a body vseth. For a man is for the
moost parte condicioned euen lyke vnto them that he kepeth company wythe all. 1591 H.
SMITH Preparative to Marriage 42 If a man can be known by nothing els, then he maye
bee known by his companions. 1672 W. WYCHERLEY Love in Wood 1. i. There is a
Proverb, Mrs. Joyner, You may know him by his Company. 1912 ‘SAKI’ Chronicles of
Clovis 286 (heading) A man is known by the company he keeps. 1976 L. ALTHER
Kinflicks ii. People knew a man by the company he kept, but they generally knew a
woman by the man who kept her. 2002 Washington Times 5 Feb. A19 Planned Parenthood
denies that [Margaret] Sanger was a racist or an eugenicist, but there’s truth to the adage
that we are known by the company we keep. =associates
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The COMPANY makes the feast

01653 I. WALTON Compleat Angler iii. Take this for a rule, you may pick out such
times and such companies, that you may make yourselves merrier,.. for ‘tis the company
and not the charge [expense] that makes the feast. 1911 F. W. HACK-WOOQOD Good Cheer
xxxii. Epicurus maintained that you should rather have regard to the company with whom
you eat.. than to what you eat. .. This has been crystallised into the terse English proverb,
‘The company makes the feast.” 1981 ‘J. STURROCK’ Suicide most Foul vi. It is the
company which makes the occasion, not the surroundings. »friends; hospitality

company see also MISERY loves company; TWO is company, but three is none.

COMPARISONS are odious

Cf. early 14th-cent. Fr. comparaisons sont hayneuses, comparisons are hateful.

oc 1440 J. LYDGATE Minor Poems (EETS) 561 Odious of old been all comparisouns.
1456 Gilbert of Hay’s Prose MS (STS) 282 I will nocht here mak questioun.. quhy [why]
that alwayis comparisoun is odious. c 1573 G. HARVEY Letter-Book (1884) 7 But thai
wil sai, Comparisons ar odius: in deed, as it fals out, thai ar too odious. 1724 SWIFT
Drapier’s Letters X. 82 A Judge.. checked the Prisoner.. taxing him with ‘reflecting on
the court by such a Comparison, because Comparisons were odious’. 1939 G. MITCHELL
Printer’s Error ii. ‘I will study the psychology of pigs instead of that of.. refugees.’
‘Comparisons are odious,” observed Carey. 2001 P. J. O’ ROURKE CEO of Sofa v. 82 And
poets? Comparisons being odious, only a comparison will do to illustrate the odium of

modern poesy. ssimilarity and dissimilarity

He that COMPLIES against his will is of his own opinion still

01678 S. BUTLER Hudibras 111. iii. He that complies against his Will, Is of his own
Opinion still; Which he may adhere to, yet disown, For Reasons to himself best known.
1965 M. SPARK Mandelbaum Gate V. No one should submit their mind to another mind:
He that complies against his will Is of his own opinion still—that’s my motto. I won’t be
brainwashed. 1985 G. V. HIGGINS Penance for Jerry Kennedy xiii. But Ed Maguire did
what he did against his own convictions. And what they say is true.. ‘A man convinced
against his will is of the same opinion still.” sfree will and compulsion

CONFESS and be hanged
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01589 ‘MISOPHONUS’ De Caede Gallorum Regis A2V Confesse and be hangede
man In English some saie. 1604 SHAKESPEARE Othello 1V. i. 37 Handkerchief—
confessions—handkerchief! To confess, and be hanged for his labour. 1672 MARVELL
Rehearsal Transprosed 74 After so ample a Confession as he hath made, must he now be
hang’d too to make good the Proverb? 1821 SCOTT Pirate III. xii. At the gallows!..
Confess and be hanged is a most reverend proverb. 1951 M. C. BARNES With all my
Heart vii. ‘People who commit high treason get hanged.’.. ‘Very well, confess and be
hanged!’ =confession

confessed see a FAULT confessed is half redressed.
CONFESSION is good for the soul

oc 1641 in E. Beveridge D. Fergusson’s Scottish Proverbs (1924) no. 159 Ane open
confessione is good for the soul. 1721 J. KELLY Scottish Proverbs 270 Open Confession
is good for the Soul. Spoken ironically, to them that boast of their ill Deeds. 1881 J.
PAYN Grape from Thorn IIlI. xxxix. Confession maybe good for the soul; but it is
doubtful whether the avowal of incapacity to the parties desirous of securing our services
is quite judicious. 1942 R. A. J. WALLING Corpse with Eerie Eye v. That’s open
confession, but I don’t know that it does my soul any good. 1983 R. HILL Deadheads 1V.
iv. Confession may be good for the soul but it’s pretty lousy for marriages. 2002
Washington Times 1 Sept. D7 Confession may be good for the soul but not if it’s being
broadcast. sconfession

A clean CONSCIENCE is a good pillow

There are a number of traditional ways of expressing the notion that a clear conscience
enables its possessor to sleep soundly, even, as a well-attested variant claims, through a
thunderstorm—as in ¢ 1605 SHAKESPEARE Macbeth 1IV. i. 85 I may tell pale-hearted fear it
lies, And sleep in spite of thunder. Cf. Ger. Gut Gewissen ist ein sanftes Ruhekissen; Fr. Une
conscience pure est un bon oreiller.

01721 J. KELLY Scottish Proverbs 14 A safe Conscience makes a sound Sleep. 1747
B. FRANKLIN Poor Richard’s Almanack (July) A quiet conscience sleeps in thunder.
1902 F. E. HULME Proverb Lore 216 A good conscience makes an easy couch. 1929 ‘P.
OLDFELD’ Alchemy Murder ii. 18 [The bed] was hard and cold, and he found poor
comfort in a copybook maxim which came back vaguely to him—something about a good
conscience providing the softest pillow for a weary head. 1992 MIEDER Dict. American
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Proverbs 112 A clean conscience is a good pillow. sconscience

CONSCIENCE makes cowards of us all

Quot. 1912 is a humorous perversion of the proverb. Cf. 1594 SHAKESPEARE Richard II1
I. iv. 133 Where’s thy conscience now?—I’1l not meddle with it—it makes a man a coward.

01600-1 SHAKESPEARE Hamlet 111. i. 83 Conscience does make cowards of us all.
1697 VANBRUGH Provoked Wife v. 75 It mayn’t be amiss to deferr the Marriage till you
are sure they [mortgages] are paid off. .. Guilty Consciences make Men Cowards. 1912
‘SAKI’ Chronicles of Clovis 134 The English have a proverb, ‘Conscience makes
cowboys of us all.” 1941 H. G. WELLS You can’t be too Careful viii. “‘Why doesn’t he
face it out?’.. ‘Conscience makes cowards of us all, Whittaker.” 1976 J. S. SCOTT Poor
Old Lady’s Dead iv. There was something funny here. Bloody funny. So the inspector,
who lived, like any other policeman, with the sure knowledge that conscience doth make
cowards of us all, began to lean. sconscience; cowardice

conscience see also a GUILTY conscience needs no accuser.
consent see SILENCE means consent.
CONSTANT dropping wears away a stone

Primarily used to mean that persistence will achieve a difficult or unlikely objective (but
see also quots. 1874 and 1912). Continual frequently occurs instead of constant in the US. Cf.
CHOERILUS OF SAMOS Fragments x. (Kinkel) mETPNY KotAaiver pavic Bdarteg évdedeyei, with
persistence a drop of water hollows out the stone; TIBULLUS Elegies 1. iv. 18 longa dies molli
saxa peredit aqua, length of time eats away stones with soft water.

oa 1250 Ancrene Wisse (1962) 114 Lutle dropen thurleth (pierce) the flint the (that)
ofte falleth theron. ¢ 1477 CAXTON Jason (EETS) 26 The stone is myned and holowed
by contynuell droppyng of water. 1591 SHAKESPEARE Henry VI, Pt. 3 1II. ii. 50 He
plies her hard; and much rain wears the marble. 1793 T. COKE Extracts from Journals
III. ii. The Negroes of Barbadoes.. are much less prepared for the reception of genuine
religion. But constant dropping, ‘tis said, will wear out a stone. 1841 DICKENS Old
Curiosity Shop 1. vii. As to Nell, constant dropping will wear away a stone, you know you
may trust me as far as she is concerned. 1874 G. J. WHYTE-MELVILLE Uncle John I. vi.
Constant dropping wears away a stone; constant flirtation saps the character. 1912 D. H.
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LAWRENCE Letter 19 Dec. (1962) I. 169 She says a woman can only have one husband.
.. Constant dropping will wear away a stone, as my mother used to say. 1963 E. S.
GARDNER Case of Mischievous Doll vii. The constant dripping water.. can wear away
the toughest stone. spersistence

contempt see FAMILIARITY breeds contempt.

continual see CONSTANT dropping wears away a stone.

contrary see DREAMS go by contraries.

cook see GOD sends meat, but the Devil sends cooks; TOO many cooks spoil the broth.
corn see a KING’S chaff is worth more than other men’s corn.

CORPORATIONS have neither bodies to be punished nor souls to be damned

A large organization, unlike a private individual, can act unjustly or highhandedly without
fear of being brought to account.

01658 E. BULSTRODE Reports 11. 233 The opinion of Manwood, chief Baron [c
1580], was this, as touching Corporations, that they were invisible, immortall, and that
they had no soule; and therefore no Subpcena lieth against them, because they have no
Conscience nor soule.c 1820 J. POYNDER Literary Extracts (1844) 1.268 Lord
Chancellor Thurlow said [c 1775] that the corporations have neither bodies to be
punished nor souls to be damned. a 1845 S. SMITH in S. Holland Memoir (1855) I. xi.
Why, you never expected justice from a company, did you? They have neither a soul to
lose, nor a body to kick. 1932 ERNST & LINDEY Hold your Tongue xii. A corporation is
just like any natural person, except that it has no pants to kick or soul to damn, and, by
God, it ought to have both. sbusiness; conscience

corrupt see EVIL communications corrupt good manners; POWER corrupts.
cost see CIVILITY costs nothing.

cough see LOVE and a cough cannot be hid.

www.rajteachers.com



COUNCILS of war never fight

People discussing matters in a group never reach the decision to take action, which an
individual would make.

01863 H. W. HALLECK Telegram 13 July (1877) III. 148 Act upon your own
judgment and make your Generals execute your orders. Call no counsel [sic] of war. It is
proverbial that counsels of war never fight. 1891 A. FORBES Barracks, Bivouacs &
Battles 191 Solomon’s adage that in the multitude of counsellors there is wisdom does
not apply to war. ‘Councils of war never fight’ has passed into a proverb. 1998
Washington Times 28 Sept. A21 A council of war never fights, and in a crisis the duty of
a leader is to lead and not to take refuge behind the generally timid wisdom of a
multitude of councilors. =saction and inaction; decision and indecision; warfare

counsel see a FOOL may give a wise man counsel; NIGHT brings counsel.
Don’t COUNT your chickens before they are hatched

An instruction not to make, or act upon, an assumption (usually favourable) which might
turn out to be wrong. The metaphorical phrase to count one’s chickens is also used.

oc 1570 T. HOWELL New Sonnets C2 Counte not thy Chickens that vnhatched be.
1579 S. GOSSON Ephemerides of Phialo 19 1 woulde not haue him to counte his
Chickens so soone before they be hatcht, nor tryumphe so long before the victorie. 1664
S. BUTLER Hudibras 1I. iii. To swallow Gudgeons ere th’are catch’d, And count their
Chickens ere th’are hatch’d. 1829 SCOTT Journal 20 May (1946) 69 I see a fund..
capable of extinguishing the debt.. in ten years or earlier. .. But we must not reckon our
chickens before they are hatchd. 1906 in Lady D. Nevill Reminiscences xxii. A victory
may be snatched, But never count your little chicks, Before they’re safely hatched. 1935
‘R. HULL’ Keep it Quiet xxiv. To Cardonnel, he wrote his congratulations, adding that as
to convicting the thief, he feared that they were far from proof, and ought not to count
their chickens. 1964 RIDOUT & WITTING English Proverbs Explained 42 Mr. Smith
hoped to be made manager before the end of the year. .. ‘Don’t count your chickens
before they are hatched,” warned his wife. 2002 New Scientist 5 Jan. 17 Ultimately it’s a
question of how much oil is down there, and how quickly it can be extracted. No one
really knows, but the geological evidence suggests that the US might be counting its
chickens before they’re hatched. soptimism
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In the COUNTRY of the blind, the one-eyed man is king

‘A little wit, among foolish people, will pass a man for a great genius’ (T. Fielding
Proverbs of all Nations (1824) 23); also used of ability as well as wit. Cf. ERASMUS Adages
III. iv. in regione caecorum rex est luscus, in the kingdom of the blind the one-eyed man is
king.

01522 J. SKELTON Works (1843) I1. 43 An one eyed man is Well syghted when He is
amonge blynde men. 1640 G. HERBERT Outlandish Proverbs no. 469 In the kingdome of
blind men the one ey’d is king. 1830 J. L. BURCKHARDT Arabic Proverbs 34 The one-
eyed person is a beauty in the country of the blind. 1904 H. G. WELLS in Strand Apr. 405
Through his thoughts ran this old proverb.. ‘In the Country of the Blind, the One-Eyed
Man is king.” 1937 W. H. SAUMAREZ SMITH Letter 7 Mar. in Young Man’s Country
(1977) ii. You exaggerate the alleged compliment paid to me by the Bengal Govt. in
wanting to retain my services. ‘In the country of the blind the one-eyed man is king.’
2002 B. MONAHAN Sceptred Isle Club i. 9 His success with crime-solving suggested an
extraordinary intelligence, but he could never know from his limited vantage point in
provincial Brunswick whether he was merely the one-eyed man in the land of the blind
and the Jekyl Island Club solution a fluke. signorance; rulers and ruled

Happy is the COUNTRY which has no history

Carlyle (see quot. 1864) attributed this observation to the French political philosopher
Montesquieu (1689-1755). Cf. 1740 B. FRANKLIN Poor Richard’s Almanack (Feb.) Happy
that Nation,—fortunate that age, whose history is not diverting.

01807 T. JEFFERSON Letter 29 Mar. in Writings (1904) XI. 182 Blest is that nation
whose silent course of happiness furnishes nothing for history to say. 1860 G. ELIOT
Mill on Floss VI. iii. The happiest women, like the happiest nations, have no history.
1864 CARLYLE Frederick the Great 1V. XVI. i. Happy the people whose annals are
blank in history. 1957 V. BRITTAIN Testament of Experience 1. iv. Quoting the familiar
dictum: ‘Happy is the country which has no history,” I remarked that I belonged, like
Edward VIII, to a generation which was still on the early side of middle age but had
already seen almost more history than any generation could bear. 1981 Nature 23 Apr.
698 An old proverb.. tells us that ‘happy is the nation that has no history.’.. DNA.. is the
unhappiest of molecules, for it is the subject of innumerable biographies. sblessings;

history

country see also you can take the BOY out of the country but you can’t take the country
out of the boy; GOD made the country, and man made the town; a NATION without a
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language is a nation without a heart; OTHER times, other manners; a PROPHET is not without
honour save in his own country.

couple see a DEAF husband and a blind wife are always a happy couple.
The COURSE of true love never did run smooth

01595 SHAKESPEARE Midsummer Night’s Dream 1. i. 134 For aught that I could
ever read.. The course of true love never did run smooth. 1836 M. SCOTT Cruise of
Midge 1. xi. ‘The course of true love never did run smooth.” And the loves of Saunders
Skelp and Jessy Miller were no exception to the rule. 1980 Tablet 26 Jan. 89 The course
of true love could never run smooth with Sybylla’s temperament. slove, blighted

course see also HORSES for courses.
court see HOME is home, as the Devil said when he found himself in the Court of Session.

cover see (noun) you can’t tell a BOOK by its cover; (verb) CHARITY covers a multitude
of sins.

coverlet see everyone STRETCHES his legs according to the length of his coverlet.
Why buy a COW when milk is so cheap?

An argument for choosing the least troublesome alternative; frequently used as an
argument against marriage. One of the few proverbs in the form of a rhetorical question; cf.
why KEEP a dog, and bark yourself?

01659 J. HOWELL Proverbs p. ii. It is better to buy a quart of Milk by the penny then
keep a Cow. 1680 BUNYAN Mr. Badman 293 Who would keep a Cow of their own, that
can have a quart of milk for a penny? Meaning, Who would be at the charge to have a
Wife, that can have a Whore when he listeth (wishes)? 1895 S. BUTLER Note-Books
(1926) xvii. It was cheaper to buy the milk than to keep a cow. 1942 S. ACRE Yellow
Overcoat v. ‘He ain’t marryin’.. any more!.. “‘Why buy a cow when milk is so cheap, eh?’
1984 W. TEVIS Color of Money vi. ‘I don’t have a wife.” ‘That’s the best way. Why buy
a cow when you can get milk free?’ 2000 E. GUNN Five Card Stud iii. 36 She said she
thought people who wanted to live together ‘ought to get married and be done with it.” ‘I
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don’t want to be done with it,” Trudy said. ‘I want it to go on and on.” ‘Fat chance of that.
Men don’t buy the cow if they can get the milk for—’ smarriage

cow see also a BELLOWING cow soon forgets her calf; BETTER a good cow than a cow
of a good kind; it is idle to SWALLOW the cow and choke on the tail; THREE things are not
to be trusted.

coward see a BULLY is always a coward; CONSCIENCE makes cowards of us all.
COWARDS die many times before their death

The popular form is a misquotation of Shakespeare (see quot. 1599) Cf. 1596 DRAYTON
Mortimeriados S1 Every houre he dyes, which ever feares.

01599 SHAKESPEARE Julius Caesar 11. ii. 32 Cowards die many times before their
deaths: The valiant never taste of death but once. 1800 M. EDGEWORTH Castle
Rackrent p. xliv. In Ireland, not only cowards, but the brave ‘die many times before their
death.” 1927 Sphere 3 Dec. 414 It is true that cowards die many times before their death,
and Noel Coward will come back again and again, and.. win his niche among the great
dramatists. scowardice

The COWL does not make the monk

Appearance is no reliable guide to a person’s true character. Cf. medieval L. cucullus non
facit monachum, the cowl does not make the monk; a 1250 Ancrene Wisse (1962) 10 Her in is
religiun, nawt i the wide hod ne i the blake cape.

01387 T. USK Testament of Love in Chaucer Complete Works (1897) II. xi. For habit
maketh no monk; ne weringe of gilte spurres maketh no knight. 1588 R. GREENE
Pandosto TV. 289 Trueth quoth Fawnia, but all that weare Cooles [cowls] are not Monkes.
1613 SHAKESPEARE Henry VIII 111. i. 23 They should be good men, their affairs as
righteous; But all hoods make not monks. 1820 SCOTT Abbot 1I. xi. ‘Call me not doctor..
since I have laid aside my furred gown and bonnet.’.. ‘O, sir.. the cowl makes not the
monk.” 1891 G. B. SHAW Music in London (1932) 1. 217 Such impostures are sure of
support from the sort of people.. who think that it is the cowl that makes the monk. 1940
‘S. ASHE’ I Am Saxon Ashe 58 ‘Darling—there is a Latin tag that runs: A cowl does not
necessarily hide a monk. Let me vary it for you: the clown is not necessarily a fool.” =

appearance, deceptive
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cradle see the HAND that rocks the cradle rules the world.

A CREAKING door hangs longest

Usually said consolingly about, by, or to the infirm, though sometimes implying that a
weak or faulty thing continues to be a nuisance the longest. Gate sometimes replaces door.

01776 T. COGAN John Buncle, Junior 1. vi. They say a creaking gate goes the longest
upon its hinges; that’s my comfort. 1888 F. HUME Madame Midas I1. ii. It is said that
‘creaking doors hang the longest’. Mrs. Pulchop.. was an excellent illustration of the truth
of this saying. 1944 A. CHRISTIE Towards Zero 62 But it seems I am one of these
creaking gates—these perpetual invalids who never die. 1970 L. DEIGHTON Bomber vi.
The Flight Engineer said, ‘A creaking door hangs longest.” Digby christened her [an
aeroplane] ‘Creaking Door’. 1985 J. MORTIMER Paradise Postponed viii. I’ll probably
last like this another thirty years. I’ll be a creaking gate.. and they goes on swinging

forever. smortality; old age

cream see there are more WAYS of killing a cat than choking it with cream.
Give CREDIT where credit is due

The older form with honour (principally in the sense ‘obeisance, homage’) is now rare. Cf.
ROMANS xiii. 7 (Reims) Render therefore to all men their due:..to whom honour, honour.

01777 S. ADAMS Letter 29 Oct. in Collections of Massachusetts Hist. Society (1917)
LXXII. 375 May Honor be given to whom Honor may be due. 1834 M. FLOY Diary 17
Jan. (1941) 50 Loudon must be a man of taste.. and disposed to give all credit where any
credit is due. 1894 Girl’s Own Paper 6 Jan. 228 The justice and magnanimity which
would show ‘honour to whom honour is due’.. is not always found equal to the occasion
when it involves the granting of a degree. 1968 M. WOODHOUSE Rock Baby xxii. You
aren’t half as daft as I thought. .. Credit where credit’s due. 1976 T. SHARPE Wilt viii.
‘Some maniac. .. * ‘Come now, give credit where credit is due,” interrupted Dr. Board.
2002 Washington Post 1 Jan. C14 Express your gratitude. Give credit when it’s due—and
even when it isn’t. sfair dealing; just deserts

CRIME doesn’t pay
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A US slogan particularly associated with the radio crime series The Shadow, in which it
was spoken by The Shadow at the end of each broadcast (see quot. 1937), and with the cartoon
detective Dick Tracy (see quot. 1954).

01892 Catholic World Dec. 364 Until our laws are so made and executed as to prove
that crime doesn’t pay.. then only will religion and common-sense.. work out the great
plan of creation. 1905 Harper’s Weekly 18 Feb. 231/2 If only Christopher had stuck to
Sherlock Holmes it would have been impressed upon him that crime doesn’t pay, and that
the cleverest criminal gets caught. 1937 E. H. BIERSTADT Shadow: Death House Rescue
26 Sept. (script of radio broadcast) 18 The weed of crime bears bitter fruit. .. Crime does
not pay. .. The Shadow knows. .. (Laugh). 1954 S. BECKER Comic Art in America 5 Dick
Tracy is the daddy of all cops-and-robbers strips, and Chester Gould.. has been
announcing to the world since 1931 that crime does not pay. 1959 Times Literary
Supplement 12 June 356 War, like crime, may not pay, but that does not make the
problem of preventing it any easier. 2001 Country Life 20/27 Dec 85 We hear of.. David
Steele’s meanness (he was known as ‘Crime’ because he never bought a drink - ‘Crime
doesn’t pay’). maction and consequence

crime see also POVERTY is not a crime.

crocodile see if you have to LIVE in the river, it is best to be friends with the crocodile; no
matter how long a LOG stays in the water.. .

crop see good SEED makes a good crop.
Don’t CROSS the bridge till you come to it

Do not concern yourself with difficulties until they arise. Now also common as the
metaphorical phrase to cross one’s bridges when one comes to them.

01850 LONGFELLOW Journal 29 Apr. in Life (1886) II. 165 Remember the proverb,
‘Do not cross the bridge till you come to it.” 1895 S. O. ADDY Household Tales xiv. One
who anticipates difficulty is told not to cross the bridge till he gets to it. 1927 ‘J. TAINE’
Quayle’s Invention XV. Why cross our bridges before we come to them? 1967 T.
STOPPARD Rosencrantz & Guildenstern are Dead 11. 43 We cross our bridges when we
come to them and burn our bridges behind us, with nothing to show for our progress
except a memory of the smell of smoke, and a presumption that once our eyes watered. =
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trouble

cross (noun) see NO cross, no crown.
CROSSES are ladders that lead to heaven

There are two strands to the proverb, punning on two meanings of cross: in one, cross
signifies the crucifix; in the other, it means ‘trouble, misfortune’.

01616 T. DRAXE Adages 36 The Crosse is the ladder of heauen. 1670 J. RAY English
Proverbs 6 Crosses are ladders that do lead to heaven. 1859 S. SMILES Self-Help xi. If
there be real worth in the character.. it will give forth its finest fragrance when pressed.
‘Crosses’ says the old proverb, ‘are ladders that lead to heaven.” 1975 J. O’FAOLAIN
Women in Wall iv. The cross, they say, is the ladder to heaven and so I have sent your
lordship.. two. smisfortune

crow see (noun) on the FIRST of March, the crows begin to search; HAWKS will not pick
out hawks’ eyes; ONE for the mouse, one for the crow; (verb) every COCK will crow upon his
own dunghill; also CROWING.

crowd see TWO is company, but three is none.

crowing see a WHISTLING woman and a crowing hen are neither fit for God nor men.
crown see (verb) the END crowns the work; (noun) NO cross, no crown.

Don’t CRY before you’re hurt

Cf. early 14th-cent. Fr. follie fait plorer deuant que on soit batu.

01548 Reliquice Antiquee (1843) I1. 16 Ye may the better understand that I cry not
before I am pricked. 1678 J. RAY English Proverbs (ed. 2) 237 You cry before you’re
hurt. 1721 J. KELLY Scottish Proverbs 204 It is time enough to cry, Oh, when you are
hurt. Spoken to dissuade People from groundless Fears. 1930 N. B. MAVITY Other
Bullet xxviii. Don’t cry out before you’re hurt. 1981 J. WRIGHT Devil’s Parole xvi. You
mean.. that one shouldn’t cry before one is hurt. scowardice; expectation
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cry see also MUCH cry and little wool; SING before breakfast, cry before night.
It is no use CRYING over spilt milk
It is pointless to repine when it is too late to remedy the misfortune.

01659 J. HOWELL Proverbs (British) 40 No weeping for shed milk. 1738 SWIFT
Polite Conversation i. 27 ‘I would cry my Eyes out.’.. “Tis a Folly to cry for spilt Milk.’
1884 J. PAYN Canon’s Ward 1. xv. There would be a row.. but he would say, like a wise
man, ‘There’s no use in crying over spilt milk.” 1936 M. DE LA ROCHE Whiteoak
Harvest xxv. It’s no use crying over spilt milk. The money’s gone.. and that’s that. 1995
R. ORMEROD And Hope to Die ix. 115 I said this dismissively. No good crying over
spilt milk. mmisfortune; past

cup see FULL cup, steady hand; the LAST drop makes the cup run over; there’s MANY a
slip between cup and lip.

He that will to CUPAR maun to Cupar
Cupar is a town in Fife, Scotland.

01721 J. KELLY Scottish Proverbs 141 He that will to Cowper [Cupar], will to Cow-
per. A Reflection upon obstinate Persons, that will not be reclaim’d. 1817 SCOTT Rob
Roy 11I. i. The Hecate.. ejaculated, ‘A wilfu’ man will hae his way—them that will to
Cupar maun [must] to Cupar!’ 1893 R. L. STEVENSON Catriona xiii. He stood part of a
second.., hesitating. ‘He that will to Cupar, maun to Cupar,’ said he, and.. was hauled into
the skiff. 1958 J. CANNAN And be Villain v. ‘I shall take the first plane to Paris.’.. “Well,
he who will to Cupar maun to Cupar, but I think it’s very silly of you.’ sobstinacy

cure see NO cure, no pay; PREVENTION is better than cure.
What can’t be CURED must be endured
Cf. 1377 LANGLAND Piers Plowman B. x. 439 When must comes forward, there is

nothing for it but to suffer; c 1408 LYDGATE Reason & Sensuality (EETS) 1. 4757 For thyng

www.rajteachers.com



that may nat be eschiwed But of force mot be sywed [followed].

01579 SPENSER Shepherd’s Calendar (Sept.) 88 And cleanly couer, that cannot be
cured. Such il, as is forced, mought nedes be endured. 1763 C. CHURCHILL Prophecy of
Famine 18 Patience is sorrow’s salve; what can’t be cur’d, so Donald right areeds
[counsels], must be endur’d. 1870 C. KINGSLEY Madam How i. That stupid resignation
which some folks preach.. is merely saying—what can’t be cured, must be endured. 1936
W. HOLTBY South Riding VI. i. We all have our bad turns. What can’t be cured must be
endured, you know. 1997 Washington Post 18 Dec. C1 ‘What cannot be cured must be
endured,’ the chained man says, trying to smile. But it comes out as a grimace. spatience

and impatience

CURIOSITY killed the cat

01921 E. O’ NEILL Diff’rent I1. 252 ‘What’d you ask ’em, for instance?’.. ‘Curiosity
killed a cat! Ask me no questions and I’ll tell you no lies.” 1973 A. CHRISTIE Postern of
Fate 1. iv. ‘A curiosity death,” said Tommy. ‘Curiosity killed the cat.” 1984 J. R. RIGGS
Last Laugh iii. ‘I’m curious, that’s all.” ‘Curiosity killed old tom.” 2002 Times 2 17 May
9 ‘Well, you’ve probably heard the saying, “curiosity killed the cat”. Well that’s what
I’'m doing here.” For one horrible minute, I thought that he was about to.. reveal that he
was Ben Vol-au-Vent from Curiosity Killed the Cat, killing a cat. scuriosity

curried (combed): see a SHORT horse is soon curried.

curse (verb) see BETTER to light one candle than to curse the darkness.
CURSES, like chickens, come home to roost

Also without specific reference to curses, as in quot. 2001.

oc 1390 CHAUCER Parson’s Tale 1. 620 And ofte tyme swich cursynge wrongfully
retorneth agayn to hym that curseth, as a bryd that retorneth agayn to his owene nest.
1592 Arden of Feversham G4 For curses are like arrowes shot upright, Which falling
down light on the suters [shooter’s] head. 1810 SOUTHEY Kehama (title-page) Curses
are like young chicken; they always come home to roost. 1880 S. SMILES Duty iv. Their
injustice will return upon them. Curses, like chickens, come home to roost. 1932 S.
GIBBONS Cold Comfort Farm vii. Curses, like rookses, flies home to nest in bosomses
and barnses. 1986 Washington Post 10 July A23 The proverb teaches us that ‘curses, like

www.rajteachers.com



chickens, come home to roost.” The Supreme Court taught that lesson one more time last
week in an opinion that combined bad law with rough justice. 2001 Spectator 8 Dec. 71
The Brits used diplomatic language which is as useless as the Draft Dodger’s oath in a
court of law. As they say down on the farm, the chickens have come home to roost. =
malice; retribution

The CUSTOMER is always right

01917 B. PAIN Confessions of Alphonse iii. The great success of a restaurant is built
up on this principle—Ie patron n’a jamais tort—the customer is always in the right! 1928
C. SANDBURG Good Morning, America 17 Behold the proverbs of a nation. .. Let one
hand wash the other. The customer is always right. 1941 D. LODGE Death & Taxes ii.
‘I’'m drunk.” . . “You shouldn’t do it, George.” ‘Business,” he said solemnly. ‘The
customer is always right.” 1980 Times 30 Sept. 9 That the customer is always right is a
theory attributed to John Wanamaker, the American retail prince who founded the stores
which bear his name. 2001 Washington Times 3 Sept. A12 The old man wasn’t much on
theory, but he understood value received, good will, repeat business, that the customer is
always right and above all the importance of a trusted brand. sbuying and selling

Don’t CUT off your nose to spite your face

A warning against spiteful revenge which results in one’s own hurt or loss. The
metaphorical phrase to cut off one’s nose to spite one’s face is very frequently found. Cf.
medieval L. male ulciscitur dedecus sibi illatum, qui amputat nasum suum, he who cuts off his
nose takes poor revenge for a shame inflicted on him; mid 14th-cent. Fr. qui cope son nes, sa
face est despechie, the man who cuts off his nose spites his face.

oc 1560 Deceit of Women 11 He that byteth hys nose of, shameth hys face. 1788 F.
GROSE Dict. Vulgar Tongue (ed. 2) U3V He cut off his nose to be revenged of his face,
said of one who, to be revenged of his neighbour, has materially injured himself. 1889 R.
L. STEVENSON Master of Ballantrae x. He was in that humour when a man—in the
words of the old adage—will cut off his nose to spite his face. 1964 RIDOUT &
WITTING English Proverbs Explained 43 Don’t cut off your nose to spite your face.
1980 A. CRAIG Pint of Murder vi. So the next thing anybody knew she’d run off an’
married that no-good Bob Bascom an’ if that ain’t cuttin’ off your nose to spite your face,
I’d like to know what is. smalice; revenge

CUT your coat according to your cloth
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Actions should suit circumstances or resources. Also common as the metaphorical phrase
to cut one’s coat according to one’s cloth.

01546 J. HEYWOOD Dialogue of Proverbs 1. viii. C1 I shall Cut my cote after my
cloth. 1580 LYLY Euphues & his England 11. 188 Be neither prodigall to spende all, nor
couetous to keepe all, cut thy coat according to thy cloth. 1778 G. WASHINGTON
Writings (1936) XIII. 79 General Mclntoch.. must.. yield to necessity; that is, to use a
vulgar phraze, ‘shape his Coat according to his Cloth’. 1951 ‘P. WENTWORTH’ Miss
Silver comes to Stay xxxvii. “You must cut your coat according to your cloth.” .. ‘My
trouble is that I do like the most expensive cloth.” 1974 T. SHARPE Porterhouse Blue iii.
I’m afraid the.. exigencies of our financial position do impose certain restraints. .. A case
of cutting our coats to suit our cloth. scircumstances; poverty; thrift

cut see also (participial adjective) a SLICE off a cut loaf isn’t missed; (verb) DIAMOND
cuts diamond; MEASURE seven times, cut once; MEASURE twice, cut once; THINK twice,
cut once.
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daisy see it is not SPRING until you can plant your foot upon twelve daisies.

damned see CORPORATIONS have neither bodies to be punished nor souls to be damned.

They that DANCE must pay the fiddler

Cf. he who PAYS the piper calls the tune, where the emphasis is reversed. To pay the piper
(fiddler, etc.) means ‘to bear the cost (of an enterprise)’. The proverb is now predominantly
found in US use.

01638 J. TAYLOR Taylor’s Feast in Works (1876) 94 One of the Fidlers said,
Gentlemen, I pray you to remember the Musicke [musicians], you have given us nothing
yet. .. Alwayes those that dance must pay the Musicke. 1837 A. LINCOLN Speech 11 Jan.
in Works (1953) 1. 64 I am decidedly opposed to the people’s money being used to pay
the fiddler. It is an old maxim and a very sound one, that he that dances should always
pay the fiddler. a 1957 L. I. WILDER First Four Years (1971) i. Laura was going to have
a baby. .. She remembered a saying of her mother’s: ‘They that dance must pay the
fiddler.” waction and consequence

dance see also he that LIVES in hope dances to an ill tune; if you can WALK you can
dance...

danger see the post of HONOUR is the post of danger; OUT of debt, out of danger.

dangerous see DELAYS are dangerous; a LITTLE knowledge is a dangerous thing. dark
see all CATS are grey in the dark.

The DARKEST hour is just before the dawn

01650 T. FULLER Pisgah Sight 1I. xi. It is always darkest just before the Day
dawneth. 1760 in J. Wesley Journal (1913) I'V. 498 It is usually darkest before day break.
You shall shortly find pardon. 1897 1897 J. MCCARTHY Hist. our Own Times V. iii.
Ayoob Khan now laid siege to Candahar. .. As so often happens in the story of England’s
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struggles in India, the darkest hour proved to be that just before the dawn. 2002
Washington Times 4 Feb. B5 It is always darkest before the dawn, the old saying goes,
and often a declarer reaches a dark point during the early play that precedes his ultimate
step toward victory. shope and despair

darkness see BETTER to light one candle than to curse the darkness.

darling see BETTER be an old man’s darling, than a young man’s slave.

daughter see like FATHER, like son; like MOTHER, like daughter; my SON is my son till
he gets him a wife, but my daughter’s my daughter all the days of her life.

dawn see the DARKEST hour is just before the dawn.

As the DAY lengthens, so the cold strengthens

01631 E. PELLHAM God’s Power 27 The New Year now begun, as the Days began to
lengthen, so the Cold began to strengthen. 1639 J. CLARKE Paremiologia Anglo-Latina
18 As the day lengthens so the cold strengthens. 1721 J. KELLY Scottish Proverbs 52 As
the Day lengthens the Cold strengthens. It is often found that February and March are
much more cold and piercing than December or January. 1899 A. WEST Recollections I1.
xxi. The weather at this time was bearing out the old adage and the cold strengthened as
the days lengthened. 1978 R. WHITLOCK Calendar of Country Customs iii. As the day
lengthens, So the cold strengthens, is still a well-known country proverb, applicable to
January and early February. sweather lore

Be the DAY weary or be the day long, at last it ringeth to evensong

01509 S. HAWES Pastime of Pleasure xlii. R8V For thoughe the day, be neuer so
longe, At last the belles ryngeth to euensonge. 1612 T. ADAMS Gallant’s Burden 20 If
you could indent with the Sunne to stand still.. yet it shall sette: Be the day never so long,
at length comes evensong. 1732 T. FULLER Gnomologia no. 6132 Be the day never so
long, At length cometh Even-song. 1935 ‘J. J. CONNINGTON’ In whose Dim Shadow xv.
‘“Be the day weary or be the day long, At last it ringeth to evensong”,” quoted the Chief
Constable. 1969 N. HALE Life in Studio 120 Be the day short or be the day long, At
length it cometh to evensong. sperseverance
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One DAY honey, one day onion
Arab saying.

01979 A. DUNCAN Money Rush 129 You get all sorts of figures in this country.. one
day honey, another onion. 2000 D. CARMI Samir and Yonatan 90 It’s like the saying,
‘One day honey, one day onion.” 2003 A. HARTLEY Zanzibar Chest 136 He lived long
enough to be philosophical about the ups and downs and said, ‘One day honey, one day an
onion.” 2006 M. K. NYDELL Understanding Arabs 102 The world is changeable, one day
honey and the next day onions. (This rhymes in Arabic.) sfate and fatalism

day see also ANOTHER day, another dollar; an APPLE a day keeps the doctor away;
BARNABY bright, Barnaby bright, the longest day and the shortest night; BETTER a century
of tyranny than one day of chaos; the BETTER the day, the better the deed; BETTER to live
one day as a tiger.. ; every DOG has his day; feed a DOG for three days and he will remember
your kindness for three years.. ; FAIR and softly goes far in a day; FISH and guests smell after
three days; OTHER times, other manners; ROME was not built in a day; my SON is my son
till he gets him a wife, but my daughter’s my daughter all the days of her life; SUFFICIENT
unto the day is the evil thereof; TOMORROW is another day.

Let the DEAD bury the dead

With allusion to MATTHEW viii. 22 (AV) Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the
dead bury their dead.

01815 L. DOW Hist. Cosmopolite (1859) 340 A religious bigot made a motion to mob
me; but none would second it. A worldling replied to him, ‘Let the dead bury their dead.’
1931 J. S. HUXLEY What dare I Think? vi. Let, then, the dead bury the dead. The task for
us is to rejuvenate ourselves and our subject. 1997 Spectator 8 Nov. 28 There is
something repellent, as well as profoundly unhistorical, about judging the past by the
standards or prejudices of another age. Let the dead bury the dead. sdeath

DEAD men don’t bite

The words put by Plutarch into the mouth of Theodotus, a teacher of rhetoric, advising the
Egyptians to murder Pompey when he came seeking refuge in Egypt after his defeat at

Pharsalia in 48 BC: PLUTARCH Pompeius 1xxvii. ékpoc o ddkvel, a dead man does not bite.
Cf. ERASMUS Adages I11. vi. mortui non mordent, the dead do not bite.
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oa 1547 E. HALL Chronicle (1548) Hen. VI 92V A prouerbe.. saith, a dead man doth
no harme: Sir John Mortimer.. was attainted [convicted] of treason and put to execucion.
1655 T. FULLER Church Hist. Britain IX. iv. The dead did not bite; and, being dispatch’d
out of the way, are forgotten. 1883 R. L. STEVENSON Treasure Island xi. “What are we
to do with ’em anyway?.. Cut ’em down like that much pork?’.. ‘Dead men don’t bite,’
says he. 1902 A. LANG Hist. Scotland II. xii. The story that Gray ‘whispered in
Elizabeth’s ear, The dead don’t bite’, is found in Camden. 1957 L. REVELL See Rome &
Die xvi. A dead man cannot bite, as it says somewhere in Plutarch. Pompey’s murderers,
I think. Anyhow, that was the way their minds worked then. srevenge

DEAD men tell no tales

Cf. 1560 T. BECON Works II. 97 He that hath his body loden with meat and drinke is no
more mete to prai vnto god then a dead man is to tel a tale.

01664 J. WILSON Andronicus Comnenius 1. iv. ‘Twere best To knock ‘um i’ th’ head.
.. The dead can tell no tales. 1702 G. FARQUHAR Inconstant v. 76 Ay, ay, Dead Men tell
no Tales. 1850 C. KINGSLEY Alton Locke 1. iv. Where are the stories of those who have..
ended in desperation?.. Dead men tell no tales. 2001 S. KENDRICK Night Watch iv. 159
Dead men tell no tales. But their bodies sometimes do. srevenge; speech and silence

Blessed are the DEAD that the rain rains on

A similar belief is happy is the BRIDE that the sun shines on.

01607 Puritan L. i. If, Blessed bee the coarse [corpse] the raine raynes vpon, he had it,
powring downe. 1787 F. GROSE Provincial Glossary (Superstitions) 61 It is.. esteemed a
good sign if it rains whilst a corpse is burying:.. Happy is the corpse that the rain rains on.
1925 F. S. FITZGERALD Great Gatsby 210 I could only remember, without resentment,
that Daisy hadn’t sent a message or a flower. Dimly I heard someone murmur, ‘Blessed
are the dead that the rain falls on.” sblessings; death

dead see also the only GOOD Indian is a dead Indian; it’s ILL. waiting for dead men’s
shoes; a LIVE dog is better than a dead lion; never SPEAK ill of the dead; STONE-dead hath
no fellow; THREE may keep a secret, if two of them are dead.
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deadly see the FEMALE of the species is more deadly than the male.
There’s none so DEAF as those who will not hear

Similar to there’s none so BLIND as those who will not see. Cf. mid 14th-cent. Fr. il n’est
si mavais sours que chuis ch’oér ne voeilt, there is no person so deaf as the one who does not
wish to hear.

01546 J. HEYWOOD Dialogue of Proverbs 11. ix. K4 Who is so deafe, or so blynde,
as is hee, That wilfully will nother here nor see? ¢ 1570 T. INGELEND Disobedient Child
C2V I perceyve by thys geare, That none is so deaf, as who wyll not heare. 1766 in B.
Franklin Papers (1969) XIII. 18 I have not interfered in this Trial one word, only in my
Applications to you and Mr. Foxcraft, both of which turn a deaf Ear: for none so deaf as
those who will not hear. 1993 F. SECOMBE ‘Hello, Vicar!” in Chronicles of a Vicar
(1999) i. 8 ‘Don’t worry, Vicar. Of course you’ve got to be up at the parish church more
than here. He ought to know that but there you are, there’s none so deaf as him who won’t
listen.” mobstinacy

A DEAF husband and a blind wife are always a happy couple

01578 J. FLORIO First Fruits 26 There neuer shal be chiding in that house, where the
man is blynd, and the wife deafe. 1637 T. HEYWOQOD Pleasant Dialogues V1. 334 Then
marriage may be said to be past in all quietnesse, When the wife is blind, and the husband
deafe. 1940 H. W. THOMPSON Body, Boots & Britches xix. When the wooing is o’er and
the maid wed.. the neighbours will observe.. ‘A deaf husband and a blind wife are always
a happy couple.’ 1988 Washington Times 8 July E2 Nothing brings out advice mongers
like a summer wedding. .. ‘A deaf husband and a blind wife are always a happy couple.’ =

harmony and disharmony; marriage

dear see EXPERIENCE keeps a dear school; GOLD may be bought too dear.
dear-bought see FAR-FETCHED and dear-bought is good for ladies.
dearest see BUY in the cheapest market and sell in the dearest.

DEATH is the great leveller
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Cf. CLAUDIAN De Raptu Proserpinae 11. 302 omnia mors aequat, death levels all things.

01732 T. FULLER Gnomologia no. 1250 Death is the grand leveller. 1755 E. YOUNG
Centaur ii. Is diversion grown a leveller, like death? 1961 M. DICKENS Heart of London
I. 101 “All this is going to be a great leveller.’.. ‘It is death which is the great leveller.’
1973 ‘C. AIRD’ His Burial Too vi. Dr. Dabbe took a last look. .. ‘A classic case, you
might say, Sloan, of Death, the Great Leveller.” ndeath

DEATH pays all debts

Cf. 1597-8 SHAKESPEARE Henry IV, Pt. 1 1II. ii. 157 The end of life cancels all bands
[bonds].

01611 SHAKESPEARE Tempest I11. ii. 126 He that dies pays all debts. 1827 SCOTT
Two Drovers in Chronicles of Canongate 1. xiv. ‘It must be sorely answered.’.. ‘Never
you mind that—Death pays all debts; it will pay that too.” 1979 K. BONFIGLIONI After
You xvi. I have no particular objection to death as such; it pays all bills. 1991 G.
KEILLOR WLT: Radio Romance xli. I am not responsible anymore. Death pays all debts.
Fix the damn furnace yourself. sdeath

death see also COWARDS die many times before their death; NOTHING is certain but
death and taxes; there is a REMEDY for everything except death.

debt see DEATH pays all debts; OUT of debt, out of danger; SPEAK not of my debts
unless you mean to pay them.

deceive see FOOL me once, shame on you..

deceptive see APPEARANCES are deceptive.

deed see the BETTER the day, the better the deed; no GOOD deed goes unpunished.
deep see STILL waters run deep.

defence see ATTACK is the best form of defence.
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The best DEFENSE is a good offense

The usual US version of ATTACK is the best form of defence. Also as a good offense is the
best defense.

01989 Washington Times 13 Sept. C9 The reigning corporate strategy these days is
that the best defense is a good offense. 1992 MIEDER Dict. of American Proverbs 436 A
good offense is the best defense. 2002 Washington Times 6 Apr. B2 There is a saying,
“The best defense is a good offense.” Your sister-in-law’s behavior was an example of
that. sboldness; warfare

deferred see HOPE deferred makes the heart sick.
defiled see he that TOUCHES pitch shall be defiled.
delayed see JUSTICE delayed is justice denied.

DELAYS are dangerous
Cf. ¢ 1300 Havelok (1915) 1.1352 Dwelling haueth ofte scathe [harm] wrouht.

01578 LYLY Euphues 1. 212 Delayes breed daungers, nothing so perillous as
procrastination. 1655 J. SHIRLEY Gentlemen of Venice v. 62 Shall we go presently
[immediately], delaies are dangerous. 1824 J. FAIRFIELD Letters (1922) p. xxxi. | have
always found on all subjects that ‘delays are dangerous’. .. It is expedient that we marry
young. 1930 B. FLYNN Murder en Route xxxiii. What a pity Master Hector left it too
late. .. Delays are proverbially dangerous. saction and inaction; procrastination

delved see when ADAM delved and Eve span, who was then the gentleman?

denied see JUSTICE delayed is justice denied.

Derbyshire see YORKSHIRE born and Yorkshire bred, strong in the arm and weak in the
head.

www.rajteachers.com



deserve see none but the BRAVE deserve the fair; a CIVIL question deserves a civil
answer; one GOOD turn deserves another.

DESPERATE diseases must have desperate remedies

The proverb is found in many variant forms. Cf. L. extremis malis extrema remedia,
extreme remedies for extreme ills.

01539 R. TAVERNER tr. Erasmus’ Adages 4 A stronge disease requyreth a stronge
medicine. 1600-1 SHAKESPEARE Hamlet IV. iii. 9 Diseases desperate grown By
desperate appliance are reliev’d, Or not at all. 1639 J. CLARKE Paremiologia Anglo-
Latina 200 Desperate cuts must have desperate cures. 1659 J. RUSHWORTH Hist.
Collections 1.120 According to the usual Proverb, A desperate disease must have a
desperate remedy. 1748 RICHARDSON Clarissa VI. 292 I must.. have an interview with
the charmer of my Soul: For desperate diseases must have desperate remedies. 1935 ‘A.
WYNNE’ Toll House Murder ix. These circumstances are wholly exceptional. Desperate
diseases, they say, call for desperate remedies. 1961 ‘A. GILBERT’ She shall Die xi.
She’d have sold the roof over her head sooner than have you know. Desperate situations
require desperate remedies. 2001 W. NORTHCUTT Darwin Awards 11 2 Desperate times
call for desperate measures, which are often sensible when you consider the bleak
alternative. snecessity

destiny see HANGING and wiving go by destiny.

destroy see whom the GODS would destroy, they first make mad.
details see the DEVIL is in the details.

The DEVIL can quote Scripture for his own ends

The proverb alludes to the temptation of Christ by the Devil (MATTHEW iv) when the
latter quotes a passage from Psalm xci.

01596 SHAKESPEARE Merchant of Venice 1. iii. 93 The devil can cite Scripture for
his purpose. An evil soul producing holy witness Is like a villain with a smiling cheek.
1761 C. CHURCHILL Apology 15 Thus Candour’s maxims flow from Rancour’s throat,
As devils, to serve their purpose, Scripture quote. 1843 DICKENS Martin Chuzzlewit xi.
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Is any one surprised at Mr. Jonas making such a reference to such a book for such a
purpose? Does any one doubt the old saw that the Devil (being a layman) quotes Scripture
for his own ends. 1937 ‘C. DICKSON’ Ten Teacups xiii. The versatile personage in our
popular proverbs, who.. quotes Scripture for his own ends. 1997 Washington Times 25
July A4 The devil can quote Scripture, as we all know, so why not a politician? =good

and evil; hypocrisy

The DEVIL finds work for idle hands to do

Idleness and mischief are linked in ST. JEROME Letters CXXV. xi. fac et aliquid operis,
ut semper te diabolus inveniat occupatum, do something, so that the devil may always find you
busy; cf.c 1386 CHAUCER Tale of Melibee 1. 1594 Therfore seith Seint Jerome: ‘Dooth
somme goode dedes that the devel, which is oure enemy, ne fynde yow nat unocupied.’

01715 I. WATTS Divine Songs 29 In Works of Labour or of Skill I would be busy too:
For Satan finds some mischief still for idle Hands to do. 1721 J. KELLY Scottish
Proverbs 221 If the Devil find a Man idle, he’ll set him on Work. 1792 M.
WOLLSTONECRAFT Vindication of Rights of Woman ix. There is a homely proverb,
which speaks a shrewd truth, that whoever the devil finds idle he will employ. .. What but
habitual idleness can hereditary wealth and titles produce? 1941 A. UPDEGRAFF Hills
look Down iv. Better keep busy, and the devil won’t find so much for your idle hands to
do. 1997 Spectator 1 Nov. 25 There is potential for such a large new intake to become
bored. We all know who makes work for idle hands. 2002 Washington Times 14 Mar. D6
(Crock comic strip) ‘I’ve slaved in your salt mines for twenty years without a day off.’
“You can have thirty minutes off.” “Why didn’t you give the poor soul more time off?’
‘Idle hands work for the devil, Poulet.” midleness

Why should the DEVIL have all the best tunes?

Many hymns are sung to popular secular melodies, a practice that was especially favoured
by the Methodists. This saying is commonly attributed to the English evangelist Rowland Hill
(1744-1833).

01859 W. CHAPPELL Popular Music II. 748 The Primitive Methodists.. acting upon
the principle of “Why should the devil have all the pretty tunes?’ collect the airs which
are sung at pot and public houses, and write their hymns to them. 1879 J. E. HOPKINS
Work amongst Working Men vi. If Wesley could not see why the devil should have all the
good tunes, still less should we be able t